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he buſineſs of a Chriſtian, both Ame- © 


cedancous to, Concomitant of, and Cons 
ſiquent upon, a ſore and heavy viſt itation'F 
Repreſented in ſcyeral SERMONS, 1 


ſt preach'd to his own Family, tying ond | 


E ſuch Vifiration 8 And now made Publ:ck- * 
* Than Or- to the Lord his. Healer. | n 


een — obs”? 


A the Paths ef th: Lord are mercy and tru 
8 » his Cover ant and I's Teſmonies, 


PA Ipenztia non ſunt vere mala, quia fluunt a n 

of | Deo ʒ ducunt a4 ſu¹]j Bonum, nunirum ff 

. 1 Dei 3 & Gan in ſumm Boho, tinimum Chriſto, . Piel. 7 
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Evilsof Puniſhment are not truly Evils ; for they o 
dd Good, even Gol 3 they lead de We i= 
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© 6 4 
*Dx Dc N, rl * 5 Heary A | 
D. | 2 —— — 9 
955 Any Fenix in 9 rc 


- 


42 


1 


, 2 * 8 
1 
4 - 


* 
a — 


tee aa 


READER; 


Chriſtian Readers, 


Juin more thay 
2 ſtven months, ſince c 
pleaſed the holy ans 
wiſe God, (together 

with fome- dear and - © 
Chriſtin fricud; from © 


| London . viſit - 
« |» my houſe with 7 Plague 2 be By” 
gently taucht and gave warning to ©} 
ſelf and whole Family, (eonſiſting hey LY. 


*S 


V eight ſouls) but callc® away bene 
on) three members of it, vix. o 2. 3 

der habet, and one ſervant \ beſides 

b loved ſiſter, and a child of my 

"ous friend, that man of Gad, Mr. i $ 

( fince alſo tranſlated ) who | were .of 

A. = that viſued 

- -a&& 
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To the Reader. 
wil eaſiy believe thi I can have no 
pleaſure to rake into the aſhes of the dead; 
nor to revive the taſte of that wormwocd 
and gall, which was then eiven me. to 
drink and yet I ſee no reaſon, but that 
1 onwght to the pleaſure th the pure "and 
bly will. of God, ( which alwaies pro- 
ceeds by the neernal- rales of Almighty 
I. ve and goeducſi ) thugb the tom be 
executed ahb my deareſt ertature · com- 
forts, and grate 1e-er ſo much upon my 
ſweeteſt carts intereſt 3 Yea , and 1 


fee all reaſon in . the world why I 


h uli give God the glory of by At 


bat, and works before all the | 


world, and endeaviur that ſome inſtru- 
dim may; accomp.s ” that aſtoniſhment , 
which fi me and my bouſe bath gone 
ont and 


will not undertake to make any Phyſi- 


cl: obſervatrenus upon this unacconnta- 


Ble diſeaſe, ur to vindicate my ſelf 


either, from tht great guilt that i, 
ehargea upon me , as if I were a ſinner | 


above all that divell in this Country, 


or from thiſe many falſe and ſonſeleſt 


e » that have. been caſt” upon 
my brbaviour (au¹νι this Viſitation-) 
| much 


end it ſelf far "and near. I 


| 

| 

| 
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To the Reader. 
eh like that me read of, Mat. 28. 13. 
do freely commit my ſelf io bim 
that judgeth righieonſiy, and pray with 
the Pſalmiſt ( Plal. 6g. 6.) Let not 
them that wait on thee O Lord Cod 
of Hoſts be aſh uned for roy fake ;, let 
not thoſe that ſeck thee be confound- 
ed for ' my fake, O God of Tract. 
Neither do I purpoſely undertake in ibi 
Preface to reconcile the providences of 
the moſt wiſe God 10 bi promiſes , or 
to ſalve that ſerming difftrence berweens* 
the words of bis mouth, and the lan- 
guage of bis bands 3 between which 1 
bade only ſuſpefied ſome kind of. jr, 
but have experiene d an © exe lent bar- 
mony—=—— In very faithſulneſs hail 
thou 2 fflicted me. bencr ar iſe all 
* |. © thoſe uncharitable cenſures ;. with which 
the afflidcd ſoul 5 apt tak. barge! bob 
bimſelf and bis God tao Spring x 
at certuinly from theſe tw. gr 
eauſer, v2. A miſapprehenſion of. the : 
niure of God, and of the nature of G 
and Eil ? let the ſtudiom and pious 
Reader ſearch, and judge. Tf ever there- 
fore you would be eſtabliſut in your winds 
in. @ day of affldiun; (1. ) Labour to. 
5 4 3 be 
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To the Reader. 
be rightly informed concerning the 


nature of God. Away with thofe lom 
and groſt apprebenſions of God, where- 


God ſuch a kind f indu geuce towards 
his Children as y bear towards yours 3 
which indeed no way agrees to bis na- 
ture. His good will towards his "chil- 
dren is 8 ſolid, wiſe , and holy difpoſi- 
tian, infinitely unlike to our bumane 
a ffechiont. Soli Deo competit, Amare 
& Sipere. (2) Labour to be right- 
ly informed concerning the nature of 
good and evil. Judge nat the goodnefi 
or evilneſt of things by their agrees 
bleneſs cr diſagreeableneſs to- your fleſh, 
palate," or carnal intereſt ; but by the 


933 


good; The greateſt profperity in the 
world is no further good, than as it 


tend to make uw partakers of God: 
und the greateſt offlition may thus 
br realy good alſo. But that by the By. 


2 £ 'My deſign is to juſtiſie and glorifie In- 
finite Wiſdom, Righteonſneſi , Goodneſs 
dn Holineſs before all men. 


„ who maketh a ſeeming Dungeon 
100 be inuted a' Wine celler 3 . who bring» 
an eth 


— 


your carnal fancies do aſcribe unto | 


relation that they have to the ſupream 


Ob bleſſed * 


To the Reader. 


eth his poor people int» a Wilderneſs, en 
ſet purpoſe there to, ſpeak comfortably lo, 
to them] Be of good cheer, O my Soul! ! 9 | 
E He bath taken away nothing but what 1 1 f. 
fo be gave: ard, in lien of it, bath giv'n Luke 
is | thee that robich ſhall never be taken 10.22 
5 away z the fiſt fruits of life , inſtcad | 
„ if thoſe whom the firſt born of death 
I | batb devoured, But why do I ſay, de- 
i- | wvoured ? Doth not that truly | ve at 
le this day, which was truly lovely in thoſe 
e darling, ? Didit thou, O my fond heart, 
- | - love Beauty, Sweetneſs, Ingenuity in- 
f earnate ꝰ Aud canſt  thow not love it 
fin in the fountain , and enjey is in 4 
» | mote immediate and comEen⁰,j,M may ? 
„ | Thy body indeed cannot taſte ſweetntſo-- 
e in the abſlraQ, nor fre beauty ce gen 

it be ſubjeded an matter: hut canſt net 

e | thew:( O my ſoul ) taſte. the Uncreartd+ - 
* goodneſs and ſweetneſs except it be 
. hodytd., aud have ſome materi I thing 
7 Y jo commend it to thy palate? Be aſhamed: * ©; 
0 that thou being 4 Spirit as. 40. thy 
” | \conflitution,, art no; more, ſpiritual is 
thy - affelions and operation. D 
(thou | with ſadneſs reflect  wpon' thoſe , 
- ſweeh Smiles, und that broken Abetorick * ,* 
INS A 4 wil. 7 
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To the Reader. 


with which 1boſe Babes were wont to 
emertain thee ? (1) Conſder duly what 
of real contentment thon haſt loſt in 
lofing thoſe. For what were thoſe things 
to thy real happincſs ? Thow baſt 
loft- nothing, but what it was no ſolid 
Pleaſurs nor true felicity to enjoy 3 no- 
thing but what the moſt ſenſual ad 
brutiſh ſouls do enjoy as much as thou. 
( 2. ) Be aſhamed rather that thou did! 
enjoy them in ſuch a groſs and . unſpiri- 
tual manner. Art thou troubled becauſe 
any caribly intereſt ir violated ? Rather 
be aſhamed that thou badſt and cheriſhed, 


any ſuch intereſt. - 


But pardon me ( Courteom Readers ) 
this digreſſive Soliloquy ; and nom ſuffer 
me patiently, whileſt I ſpeak, ſomatbing by 
way of Admitation , ſomething by way 


Obſer vation, aud ſometh; way of 


hortation. 

1. Let me call upon Men and An- 
gels to help me in celcbrating the 
Infinite and Almighty Grace and 
22 of the Eternal and bleſſed 


Who enabled me -to abide the day 


of his coming, 0 ſtaud ben be 7 
c N. peared : 


Tothe Reader. 


| 7 <a : and made me willing to ſuffer 


im to lit as a R. finer of fiiver in my 
biuſe ! 

I ho carryed me above all murmurings 
agaiuſt, I had almoſt ſaid, all remembrauete 


- of thoſe inſtruments that canveycd 1he in- 


fedim to mg ! 

Who rcconciled my heart to this Di- 
ſeiſe, ſo that it ſeemed no more ęrie- 
vous , n:yſonie , or ſcandal. u1 than any 
other |! 

o ſubdued me to, I bad almaſt 
ſaid , brought me in lune wiilrthis paſ- 
ſage of the Divine Vi] I can remem- 
ber, (.ulaft, that I can fay little more, 
but that I do remember!) bow my 
ſuek ws cucrprevered , yea. and almoſt 
rav.ſht with the. god et, bolinſt , 
and perfiftion of the will of God: aud 
verily judged it my .happizefl- and 
perfedli n (at will as my duty) 16 
comply cheerfully with it, and be molded 
into it. 


Who gave me a m ſt porerful and 


quick, ſenſe of the Plague of @ carnal 
beart, ſelf-will, and iuordinate crea- 


ture · lover, convincing me that thoſe- 
were infinitely worſe than the Plague 
| 45 iu 


TotheReader. 


in the fleſh: ſo that T did more pity, 
than I could be pittied by my ordinary 
viſiters ! 

Who wonderfully preſerved me from 
the aſſaults of the Devil, never let him 
looſe ſo much as to try his ſtrength upon 
my integrity, to drive me te a deſpon- 
dency , or to any uncharitablo concluſions 
concerning my ſtate ! | 

Who enabled me to converſe with his 
live and mercy in the midſt of bu 
chaftening , to ſee bs ſhining and ſmiling 
face through this dark clond : yea, kept 
up clear and fteady perſwaſions in my ſoul 
that Twas beloved of bim, though afiiGied} ” 
by bins ! 

| Who knew my ſoul in adverſity, 
Mal. viſited me when I was fick and in 
a priſon, refreſhed, firengthened, comforted f 
my inner man in a marvellous manner 
: and meaſure, aud made me appear to my 
un Self > never leſs ſhut up, than when ſhut f 
quam up Ob would to God I might be never 
mum worſe than when I was ſhut up of tbt fo 
jalss, Plague! The not removing of that affl i 
q*am gn-trame, I ſhall count a greater bleſſing, 
„ aud a more proper mercy,than the rem-ving k 


4 255 of that -M red tate. ' 


. 


To the Readfr. 


bos cleared up my intereſt in his 
„Sen, ftrengtbened my evidences. of bis 
I flo, ſatisfied and aſſured my Soul of 
its bappy ſtate, more than at any tim?, 
more than at. all times formerly | J 
bad clearer and ſurer evidences of Di- 
vine. grace in that patient, ſelf denying, 
bh ſelf-ſubmiting frame of ſpirit , than in 
all the duties that ever I performed: 
bi | The vally of tears brought me more 
1: | fight of my God, more inſight into my ſelf, 
ing than ever the valley of viſions, all du- 
* ties and ordinances had dine. M hen 
„ee Sun of righteouſneſs aroſe upon 
% KL ſoul, and chaſed away all the mits 
I andfoggy of ſelf will, and creature loves, 
then aiſs did all black and diſmal fears, 
all gloomy doubtings mot ſenſibly flee be- 
ted fore him. | 

Who ſupplyed my Family from com- 
my paſtonste friends , with all things need- 

ful for Food, Phyſick, "&&c. 1b. Lord 

return it ſevenfold into their bo- 
the ſom * CO <q * 
a. Who maintained my health in the . - 
midſt of ſickneſs, in the midjt of, ſo great 
a death! Udo not remember that either 
ſerrom of winde, or ſickneſs of body ever 


prevailed 


prevailed ſo' much wpon me, during] 


three months ſeclufion , 47 to binder me 
of my. ordinary ſtudy, repaſt, devetions, 


, my neceſſary attendance upon my ſe- 


veral infeded room, and adminiſtring 
to the meceſſitier .of my ſiok. Theſe 
enſuing Di courſes were then compo- 


Jed ; which doth ( at leaft.) argue , 


that ( throwgh grace) this mind . was 
** altogether diſcompoſed „ nor body nei 
er. | 
Who preſerved me, and gave me nat up 
to death ! For I judge that I iras perſonals 
ly vißted with ibe Plague, thougb not with 
e Sickneſs. 
bs bath given me 4 ſincere and ſct 
lcd re ſolution, and vebement defire to 
live emirely on and to bimfclf : which 
LJaecaunt to be the only life of a Soul, and 
-puly worthy 10 be called. s living Grant me 


this prayer , O mot bleſſed and gracious 


«God, for the ſake of my only and dear Ra- 
deamer ! N i'r 2 Fe : 
Thou O Lord God, who artwiineſt,, 


1% all my thinghts , an wordt, and 


. works," bno that in truth - and ſebcr= 
iſh theſe abings to the mold, 


> 10 | 
>. aq > 10 advance tht. repptation of MN 
ts: own. 


— 


en filly name; er to be admired" of 


fr. your preſent advantage; T LA 


To the Reader. 


felom cremures, but for- the glory of 
by Holy Name, ts beget 4 gead liking - of 
o gracious 4 Creator in all thy poor 
treatuzes, who are prejudiced againſ} 
thie and +by Holy Service: and 10 
firengthen the hearts of by ſervants 10 
4 moſt firm and laſting adherence 2 
thee even in the great rxtreniries : 
that thow "mayeſt be admired in thy | 
Saints, and. glorifitd | for giving ſuch _— 
per, ard grace, and comfors unte gl, 
men. And, oh that men would praiſe 10% 
the Lord tor: his goodatſs, and his 8. 
wonderful works in and to the children 
of men Nd 5 

2. Suffer me to make @ fort obſers - ! 
vation of ſ.me fen memorable \Paſſages © ©] 
ant of mmy, prffibly they may be for 3 
the future, thugh they bud not be 


direct you to make 4 right pp ication. 
of r according to ibe emergencies 
fe b: e $1.5 J ein 
A I; do thankfully wecord | the, 
gracious dig of ibe buly; und wiſe. 
God; in thai he bad ſecretly prepar 
my heart; though at bes time I N 


* 


To che” Reader. 


nat particularly for what. I remember 
#bat-for ſor ſome few-weeks hefore, I bad 
faund 4 more than ordinary targeneſs 
and yeadineſs. of ſoul ; particularly, 
that I bad been ſindying the excellent 
myſtery. , aud ; ſucking ont the ſtrengtb · 
ning martom of that famous." Text , 
Ci lobt, 4. 8) God is love 3 from 
whence I bad importunatel preſt upon 
my ſelf be Wb of comply- 
ing freely , + cheerfully ,. nniverſally 
with abe will God, little: dreaming 
then of! the. Plague, which was almoſt 
an hundred miles, off me. Oh Bliſſed 
and mereiful God, who of old didit 
make Abraham, and yet makeſt bis and 
. thy children 10 follow thee, though they 
know net well whit her. 
In the next. place, I count it moſt 
worthy. of my obſervation, (not unwor- 
thy | of your com ſideration) that it plea- 
ſed God 30 ſeize upon my Family in the 
beginning: 1 f barveſt, 4 barveſt which 
I bad 100 earneſtly expected, too carte 
Jolly \pronidet br, and: promiſed my 
ſelf ton» ilibefrally. from which. folly and 
vanity: ef. mine, this: ifitation. thus 
imd; did: as \clearly -conmince. me of 
teu 1 (me- 
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To the Reader. 


5 (me-thought ) as if Thad ſeen an ban 
: writing upon the wall, Ian aſhamid, yet 
Je I will not ſtick to confeſs before all ibe 
'* | world (Ged grant it may be for the 
* ſeaſonable and  effeFlual warning ef 
| any | ) that my vainer mind was overs 
*. | pleaſantly (not to ſay eagerly) drawn out 
towards ſecular and worldly (home der 
. keceſſary) employments and conttraments* 
A And thus I was rebuked. > Mod 
* Upon examination, I find thut very 
's IT bave been guilty concerning my Ghz 
| ren. Ido wi remember that ever a 
MY ow reproved me for immoderate lovin 
of them, or could for any dndalginis 
that could be by humane eyes diſcerned. +. 
I | But ob I ſeeand feel it as a ſwrd at my 1 
bert, that I loved them not ſo purely, 
f Piritually, and properly in God, 4 f 
ought to have done. Philoſopby "wilt 
eaſily prove it to be a more tolerable vn- 
b nity to dete upon 4 Child, than uon 4 
Kisgam : But Chriſtian Divinity - 
orb abund mely demonſtrate ' aff crea? 
1 ture-fondneſs unreaſonable and imoles 
rable. AA RIS: 
> The "next thing that I mill retort 
hall be, the difficult talk that I f 
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To the Reader. 
fe; maintain a right bumble and à right 


frame at tbe ſame time: ob. 


bow oft and bm long did I labour under 
this . difficulty ! That ſenſe of fin 
which was. collcd in to promote tender- 
neff of heart, being over much. indulged 3 
was ready at length to dftroy. that 
largeneſs and cheerfulneſs of foul which 
was ſo much my duty and intcreft to main 
bein and" on the other band, the ſenſe 
of Divine Wifdom , Grace, and Live in 
Cbrift Jeſus being called in to keep up 
tbe ſoul from ſinking , was ready to bear 
it up ſo bigh as that it almoſt forgot 
that." it yas in the waters. Beware, 
Chriſtians, and watch diligently, that 
Godly ſorrow do not ſettle into an unged- 
ly defpondency and inconſolable beavi- 
neſs > the ſoul. not being able te bear up 
under its own' burden ; and that 4 boly 

cheerfulneſs and . ſerenity do not evapo: 
rate. into an fenboly _ frothineſs and for- 
75 7 of your infirmitiet , the. ſeul not 

ing able to manage its owns metal and 
motion. a 

I Rom yon would willingly un: 
Aerſtand ſometbing vf the. frame of my 
beart at that de, reſpedive 10 my dex 
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To the Reader. 
arture ont of this world: ral 
350 read my heart in the üg diſ- 
courſe ( wpon 2 Cor. 5. 6 which T 
think was fetcht from thence. I ſhall 
therefore ſay no more as to tis mat- 
ter; only acqurint you with ore emi- 
nent  Expericnce relating bereunto. My 
minde, or | fancy, or appetite (I know 
net well what to call it) was ſeme- 


times enditing in me ſom” Uefives to 


live yet longer; IT entrcd the lis with 
this temptation, and when I had fairly 
and \ calmly debated the ground 44 
-reaſow of "ſuch inclination , after many 
ſhifts and pretences it came 10 this. ol 
would fain perſwade my ſelf, I wa un 
yet boly enough; this I did immediatt- 
ly conſent to, knowing it 1% bt a cer- 
tain tub; But that \ therefore I 
Kould defire to prolong my dayes whin 
earth, this was '@ ſallacious Inference. 
Me thowzbt I pleaſed my ſelf <a white, 
wil I could ſay, I defired only to live 
to be. better: But after a time I ap--- 
prebendtd a fallacy in this: pretence + 
fer ibe way to be perfedled jn\hbolinefs 
it, wot living, but indecd dying Chri- 
ftians, if indecd your Souls be unn, 
* a 


To the Reader. 


und power fully affedtd towards. perfett 

balineſt, tben ſing ut ſo much with 

6 David; Spare me chat I; may recover, 
pfal. &. 4 with good old Simeon, who 
39.23 having ſeen God in tbe fliſh, deſired” to 

2 ont of ibe fleſh , that. he might ſee 
bim more. fully and. beatifically —— Now 

4 letteſi thou thy ſervant depart, &c. 
Luk. I. enlarge upon this Ohſerva- 
2 tions Tmppoſe I have binted enongh 

ta "ew doe pretences of many men, 

viz; t " they. would fain live to he of 
mort fie--20 dye to be, for the mot of 
„ baits 8 kind of mochęry, and \ſelf- 

„  \docedt: 6; * 7 5 þ n 
Das, (that I be not over tedzous: ) 41 
Id ſelemnly and ſincere ly. profeſs be - 

fre Gul, and Augels, and Men, tba! 
un never ſo: much as inclined«.v0 

- #bink_baidly ef God or bis grod and bdly 
hel, becauſe of -tbis diſpenſations but 
Mut hen conſtantly and freely proclaim 

1% all that came to viſit me, thit ſu 

>; portiexlarly ſelf will, and ſenſual lover, 
dee the. worſt of plagues 4 and bulk ( 


L tber only bappineſs of man yea afflititg 
2 holineſs. iel 1% by prejeried ef 


* n | 
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To the Reader; 8 


% 3. Suffer me, as 4 conelufion of "his. 
Preface , and 4 reſult from all that 
5% II bave ſeen and ſuffered , 10 comment 
urto you a few excellent and neceſſary 
ſte duni. I have much ago to forbear 
being large bere ; but I bane already 
ec Utranſgreſt , therefore I will wave "thoſe 
Lemmon Theames , of remembring Jour 

Creator betimes , of © htarkeninis 
voice of bis Word before bis N 

he (of lieing in continsal preparatiun for 
of (of repemting and rent wing repentance; Ger. 
7 and only commend two vr three things, 
vbich ſeem go me of moſt excelleny end n. 1 
„J importante, EF. 
petimufq; damuſq; viciim,) 4 


| 1. Love and enjoy all things in God. 1 
10 Admire Divine Goadneſs in every ere - 


ty ted excellency, and taſte s Divine Sweet- 

all nels in every created: comfort. O how - 
. 1 # the noble ſoul of man dehaſed, pinched, 
. | confined by low and ſenſual ru whilſt 
jg mary men love the creature in opp 
tion to the Creator, moſt men in com- 
A petition - with him; and almeſt amen 
is a way of ſeparation from him ZOb 
1% and degenerate affedionst- Bes God 
Je All things: in your: che, fo" — 


« I 
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* 


* 
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To the Reader. 


ſhall ſee, nor know, nor love , nor 8altKiot 
nothing but him in the world. Deliveſhut 
your . ſelves (ob immortal ſouls , tp; 
whom I write) from all thoſe low ana, 
ſtraining, and ſtarving creature-loverÞra 
and long and labour to be fill'd witwit 
Pure, and holy, and ſpiritual delightthin 
q ſuch as the Angels of God bave, ſuchni 
Joh. 4 the Fon of God bad; when he madſub 
+ 3+ it h nest and drivk 0 do the wil i 
F ns. Paaber. But this you will fin 
more large oſecuted and preſt ip 
the laſt of theſe falowing Diſcousrſenſom 
| crefore, * 8 
2, Live purely at the pleaſure off -: 
God, and maintain an univerſal and 
.hearty- compliance with his holy anon 
perſect will. Belicve it, you will nes 
ver” enjoy @ firm and fleady peace, tiſput 
vn have committed all your wills an 
waies to bim, and wrapt up all yo 
intereſts and ends in him ; till your bear 
be renformed to the heart of God, ani; 
Jour wills molded into bis will. It i on! 
4 difference, of wills ard ends, and a di 
 SlinGion of intereſts. that beget all thoſhec: 
ragings. and ſtorming in the heart oftuz 
en ageinſt God > Mine and Thine 4 
428 2 n 
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To the Reader. 
Mot only divide the world amongſt” men, 
ien divide men againſt God, Earth... 
&71inſt Heaven. Take this for a ber- 
ain and undoubted Apboriſm , that the 
zrand intereſt of a Soul is to comp 
ich, and be one with God: Commu- © 
en of bearts, and wills, and intereſtt, 
rd ends , is that glorious fellowſhip 
which a creature hath with its Greatoy 5 
indeed the intereſt and bons, the 
y and dignity, yea the Heaven and 
poppineſs of the reaſonable creature ; But 
omething to this purpoſe you will find in 
Ie firſt Diſcourſe. | 
3. I beſtech you Chriſtians, be not 
Sontent to ſay, yon bave choſen God. for 
Your chiefeſt good, but purſue after him 
s ſuch,: without grudging, and with- 
pat ceaſing, longing | to be as much 
ne with him in à participation of di- 
ine perfections, as our created natures 
ie capable. Maimain a holy and ſecret. 
| ving of ſoul towards this bleſſed object 
t iinually, as 4 thing moves towards . 
aienter, 4s '@ ſoul onght to endeavout” % 
boſghe mpliſh its own perfeltions : ſtand: . .- 2 : 
ring upon 4 Heaven to come, bud la- 
Aar 10 draw damm all that piace; joy, 


Ma - 


To the Reader, 
love, purity, which Heaven i, into you 
own ſouls, by growing up into the life 
God daily. Recon that you are never i 
4 right temper, except you be in Davic 

Pla). temper, when he waited for God moi 

136. than they that watch for the morning 

119. when bis foul broke for the longit 

20. that it bad unto him at all times. I 
#ot,'#bat you ſhould prepare for death 

that ſeems too low, both word and thing 
look, and live beyond death and the grat 
be lifting up your beads to diſcover tl 
dawnings of: 1be day of your Redemptic 
he laying bold upon immortality and et 
nal life. Something to this purpoſe » 
will find in the ſecond Diſcourſe, whith! 
T refer you. | 
And now accept, IT pray you, theſe pi 
labours, mhich, for the glory of my G. 

: I make publick, that ſince, with Het 

Axing Kiab, I way not go up to the Houle 

0. f. the: Lord, to declare the goodneſs of t 
Lord; yet I may leave. ſome mnum 
of it in writing, 4s be did, when he hi 

Ia. been; fick, and was recovered of bf 

38, 9. ſiekheſs. I will add ub more, hut jntre 

ll. ſerious and devout. Readers te may 
fie the holy Name of God am my behalf 


i ns film T ²˙ Ü , i. ax 
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To the Reader. 


| adding therewnto tbeir earweſt prayers. fo 

J God for me, viz. that the ſame fire that 
burnt up tbe ſtanding [Corn f my. crga- 

ture-comforts', may alſo bappily tor 

ii ſume all the ſtubble of, my creat re: de: 

v lights and loves, that my God wot give 
me a name better than of Sons and of IE. 
Daughters, the 9 5 fruits his Spirit s. 3. 
inſtead of the beloved ſruits of the 
womb, that I may for ever lzve order the 
moſt powerful influences of this diſpenſati- 
on, and that the glory of the Lord ny 4 - 

with 


ver depart out of the Temple of my $' 

Cl it departed out of the Temple made witl 
* I} hands. Now to the God of all grace and 
uh peace, be all 17 and glory! To bim 1 


bs commit you all, and reſt 
Ge Feb. 27. Tour friend and ſervant 
— t 1665. in Chriſt Jeſus, 


f i 8. 8. 


W: | Quod ani queſivimge, hoc invenimus ægii: 
Or nequiit vallis rds, tulit hæc lain. 


THE 


He fame Author hath alſo ano- 
E ther little Treatiſe extant, entitu- 
„led, Immanxel, Or, A diſcovery of true 
| Religion, as it i s a living principle 

in the minds ND an, rene 

Chriſts Diſcourſe with the Samaritancſs, 

Fob. 4- 14+ being the latter Clauſe of 
the Poice eryivig in a Wilderneſs ; or a 

Continuation - of The Angelica! Life, 
partly compoſed at the ſame time, 


+. 
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N this Sermon of the.” 
25 Prophet, the Lord 
ar reckons up the many 
| F fearful Plagues wheres 
2 > with from time to time 
f ES he had 2ſſayed to re- 
laim this perverſe people, the ten 
cibes of Iſrael, beginning at the fixth 
Perſe ; But ſtill concludes the relation, 
with a doleful Epipbonema, yet have ye 


; | 


nefs 


— Prepare to mcet thy God O Iſrael. 


returned unto me. It is not my bis - 
| B £5 
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tie to erquire into the ſeveral Plague: 
either the clear meaning of them, c 
the particular time when they took 
place or ended 3 nor into the impeni 


tence and fubbornne$ of the 
thrugh- many uſeful thing: t b 

ed from hence. But in the cor 
clufion , becauſe Hone of theſe judg 
lads had prevailed upon them, G0 
reſolves 40 trouble himſelf wich tb 
990 longer, but to deſtroy them uttet 
I. All that he had done to them i 
tze Land, had not prevailed ; there 
fore now he will caſt them and carry 
them out of the Land, by the ovet 
Along ſcourge of an Aſſyrian capti 
ky: : This threatning he denou 
ie the ſecond and third verſes, I 
die you away with boiks , and: 
-, Pofterity with fiſh-books, &c, An 

= de had nr the many cal 
miles whereby be had ſcught to brir 
tem to repentance, but they repente 
not, ind ſo had demonſtrated 't i 1 7 

= Tablencs of this final judgri 17 
retaſſumes the fame chreatning, 
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A welcome is the Hague. | 
des bee ; And then adds, Becawſe I will do 
- off this unto thee, therefore prepare to mat 
ookſ #hy God O Iſrael. | 
Which words may either be-under- _ 
. ſtood Ironically , by way of deriſion of 
ill their vain confidences and refuges ; 
ond and then the Dofirine &, That there. is 
dei v ftanding before, nor ſtriving againſt, 
3od wr flying from Go when he comes to 
execute vengeance Which is an cxcel- 7. 
A Tent truth, aod of great uſe. Ot de RY 
1 me words may be undexſtood ſeri a, 
> way of exhortation.- The dude 
rn ſeems to ariſe from the ambiguous 
ren meaning of the word [ Meet. ] - The 3 
word p fignifies both to mert in a 
4 boftile manner; to aſſault, invade &ðũ 
„ apple with, as a man meets his ene 
g my 3 fo it is uſed concerning Pant 
addrefling himlelt to fight with 3 8 
ala Sam. 17. 48. He ran to meet rhe F. 
in Atin ; and allo to mect n a %ig 
# amicable manner, by way of | 
ui Face collocution ; ſalutation «. REN 
converſe. So it is uled conc emieg H, 
%o meet Rebekah, Gen. 24. 0 N | 
d concerning God's. meeti | of: $5 
| 2 . 
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his mind to him, Numb. 23. 4+: If welas 
t. ke the: word in the firſt ſeuſe, then it 
is ſpoken by way of Irony or deriſion, It 
and ſo the meaning of the words is 
contained in the Propoſition | that '1 A 
have laid down. If we take the words|f0 
im the latter ſenſe "then it is ſpokenſ vi 
ſcriouſly by way of exhortation, andi E 
ſo the meaning of them may be wrap 
up into this, 8 
Doct. That it is the duty of Gods p- 
le to ffudy a right beh.wiour towards tr 
him, and to converſe with him aright in In 
#he way of his judgments, in ihe time Ata 
#hiir. afflictiont. And in this ſenſe ] th 
hall: take them, and proſecute them.] in 
Belides: that general, unalterable godly] K. 
frame and behaviour which Gad peo- th 
ple owe to him as a ſtanding duty ard] fi- 
indiſpenſible homage, there ate ſome 2. 
more c ſpecial behaviours: and - ternpers| 
h they bwe to him in fpecial caſes, * 
and axe duties pro hie & nunc, as the ſea- ls 
Fon requireth. Particularly, there arc] 
5% ſotbe ſpecial bchäviours required, at out 
hands in Hime" of our 2 on: 


mination, ſelſ jut 
3 4 
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f wejnewing of repentance , Ge. 2. To- 

n 1 wards men, mecknels, compaſſion, in- 

ton, frudting „Warning, .comforting;; en 
ig. Towards Gôd, as we ſhall Re anon. 

tf] An afflicted condition doth-- call fog 

dal ſome more eſpecial tempers and beha- 

key viours towards our-fc|ves and otkets: 

But theſe I am not to ſpeak unto fron) - 

is Text. It is the fouls m eting Gody 
chaviour towards him , converting 

59 Dich him, that my Text leads me to 

ral/l treat of, and 1 ſhall not vary from it. 
in] In handling of which pofition, I ſhall, /- 
take this Method. 1. Premiſe ſome 
r 1 things needful to be known, Concerns” 
m. ing the ſauls converling with Ges. 
diy} For I (hall retain the word CN 
eo throughout my diſcouiſe, as being ua; BY 
dl fogle, yet a large and ſigniticant werd. | 
mel 2. Shew what it is for a foul to converls. 
ers} with God;ari# how it comes to conveiſe 
„ with him. 3 Prove the doctrine, 
eas 15 our duty to converſe wirt G1 in the - 
way of his judgments. 4. Sc panic 
layly, how we are to converſe with Guck 
1 ia che time of effl ctions. 5- Apply W 
1. I sh. U premiſe fond things needs 
140. kho w, that tend to cler p 
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- my way to the following diſcourſe. , ip 
1. Ipremiſe, That is is abe great duty 
of man to; converſe with God, I have 1 
read. that it was a common precept that 
the Jewiſh Doctors were wont to givel © 
to the people, that they ſhould fingle] f 
out ſome one Commandment, and ex- 
erciſe themſelves very diligently in thel ;' 
" obſervation. of it, that therein they h 
might make God their fricnd ,. and 5 
make him a kind of amends. for the f 
breach of many others. I doubt it isl 
a Rule that too many Profeſſors live 
by, who not having the genuine and] 
-gencrous ſpirit of true Religion, da 
pircel out their obedience into ſome 
ttle ſhreds of homage and devotion; 
: : and inſtead of conſecrating their whole 
lives to God, do content themſelves 
with ſome circumſtantial and light 
bei and think themſelves pco- 
de of great attainments, if they do 
ut ſererely tye up themſelves to hear- 
ing twice a week, and pray:r twice 2 
day, and a few other acts of more ſo- 
lemn Worſbip. Certainly this is a 
penurious and ncedy ſpirit, much un- 
like the gencrous, ample and. ſrert agg 
| x ' ii 


r . \ 


to conveiſe with God; commended: in 


„Gen, 5. 22. 


God calls for from Abrabem, under 


| only the command of God that makes 
this a duty: If there had been no (x- 


preſs commandment concerning it, PE 


| Grily flowing from Nis relation of 3 


and as. 2 reaſonable creature, 
ought to live with bim a 7015 
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ſpirit of true Religion. The duty, the 
whole duty, the conflant duty of man is 


Enoch by the name of walking with Gud, 
Where you” may obſerve 
of hun, that he did not only ſez ct 
fairly with God, or take 4 turn or two 
with him, but he walked with bim three 
hundred years together. The fame 


Walk be- 
Bat it is not 


the ſame name, Gen. 17. 1. 
fore me, and be perſect. 


were it the duty of every man, ne 


reaſonable creature. As man is a crea 


ture, fo he muſt needs live whom God 4 
fo he 4 


Taerefore hath God given unto mann 
noble rational ſoul, not only N 
might talk and work, manage the crces 
tures, and converſe with the world ; hut 
that he might converſe wich the God 
of the world; chat Infinite, bl (fed: and 
glorious Being. 5 is the very end : 


A Welcome to the Plaghe, 


of mans Creation, as man, as a reaſon+ 
able creature; This was the end e 
His being created in the Image of God; 
and when he was fallen from this Image, 
this was the end of his Redemption by 
Chriſt I ſus; that Heaven and Earth 
might be reconciled, and thoſe that 
were far off might be brought nigh :; 

Sin is a finking of the foul down to ſelf 
and tlie creature; and redemption from 


ſoul into a ſtate of favour and fellowſhip 
with God. So that whatever is expreſſed 
by Faitband Repentance, is contained in 
tis one word, Converſe with God. It 
he great, the neeeſfary, and as I may 
>” ſoy" the natural duty of the Reaſonable 
* Soul. | 
| 2. It "the bigheſt privilcage of mani 
Tue *Preropative of man above the 
-, beifls fig his Rewſon : ; and the Glory of 
rer don ie, chat it is capable of knowing, 
Y ber enjoying, and converting with 
© he Supreme and Infinite Good. © The 
priviiedge of Reafon is not (48 100 


9 that it is capable of- un- 
2 Arts and Scicnecs: that it 


Cute 


fin is nothing elſe but a recovery of the 


V capable of . 7 into the na, 
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ture,:2nd.. coule of the Heavens, and a 
| diving...intq: the ſccret depths of the, 
Earth, and Sea, and the creatures 
therein contained; but in convei ſing 
2 with the Infinite and Glorious God. 
How miſcrably de vulgar ſouls abuſe 
this noble faculty, who cxerciſe it only 
"If in diſcousſing, numbrir g, and: ordering? 
the poor . concernments. of the world 
he and che body ! Lea, certainly: theſe 
o | wiſe. men, thoſe Scribes, thoſe. Diſpu- 
tre of this world, as the Apolile calls 
them, who cry up this ſacu ty, and gla- 
re * ſo much in it, and yet do not e x-r- 

ciſe it abou; that high end etetui Brie 
Y ing, do not converſe. with God in pure 
affe ctions „ and Qud-1 ke diſpoſi.ic r,95 
and cunverſytions, but expend- thole 
ed treafures. of rezlon upon ſetrets in 
6 | Neture, ſecrets in Art, Ccrets ig State, 8 
or any Other created Being, do en- 
thrall their own ſouls, which they eye 
are fo. free- born, and captivate ,t 
contine that noble principle, which OM 
they ,themlelves do ſo much magnikie ; 


For ho. js certainly the great apd s; 
. hams and ; xeprovely* gf, ap, al." 


| on; Radl in eed theſe mers 
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they put their ſouls to ſomewhat | 
more noble drudgery, yet are really [ni 
more happy than the vulgar fort, wt 
| Ipend the ſtrength of their ſouls about 
7 eating and drinking, plowing or 'fow. 
N ing, or keeping of Cattle. What dit: 
ference, I pray. you, in point of 
h $ is there, between Boys play+ 
ing with Pint and Points, and bld men 
muffins of Baggs and Lands ?- The 
leſt” "Sciences, The greateſt Com. 
mands, the moſt. enriching Traffiques 
are as very toys in compariſon of true 
happiness, as the poor dun _—_ poſſeſ · 
ions of vulgar men: An 


S 2 * own fouls, and as truly live below their 
den facultiesz as he doth that knows no. 
her good than ſood and rayment3 rio. 
"higher employment than to toil all his 
- 18s ina ditch. For 8 


ö * 


the wile, : 
the rich, the learned, the honourable] 
ol the world, that take up with an 
3 e in this world; and 
2 with a happineſs in themſelves, or in 
any cecature, do as much diſgrace their 


I de 
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drink, ſizep, work ? ſo do they. Dbth 
Jann find any ſenſual pleaſure, which: 
all the beaſts do not ſenſate as well as he?“ 
i Nay the Gormandizing Emperour en- 
| vied the Crancs long neck; and. others, 
have envied the more able and per- 
manent luſts of the bruit beats, be- 
cauſe themſelves have been iaferiour 
to them therein, and have enj ed 
leſs ſenſual pleaſure then . it. 
any glory in their knowledge of na- 
tural and political thirgs „ 1 could - 
inſtance in the ſtrong memory, great 
| fagacity, quick faucy, wonderful 
{| ceptions of many - beaſts, and thels: - 
| firange knowledge of many ſecrets: : 
which they never learnt by B kx, na 
nor gathered graduatly by Obſervati- 
ons. And as for mans coificnunieations, e 
of his notions by words andiphr | 
I daubt not to aſficm, that there 
ſomething like to be found in Beat? 
and Birds : yea, that very beauty and” © = 
wer of ſound, cven Malick (ien + 
ſotde men magaifie- ſo mach}: is. more - 
| = 2 Gl uttered byathel 
— that ſits ſoli upon 4 bo 
# than by W of che! 


, 
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Cathedral. What ſoild Rcerogative 


Worth naming remains to man above; 


His fellow - ercatures, but bis con- 
verſing with God; which we. call Reli- 
gi u, and. is indeed Reaſon reQited, 


_ lariged, cxalted, and boyledup into- 


ing pure and primitive»perfection | In. 
fo” much that L. have ſometimes, 
thopghe, hat I never heard a more 
rFeproachtul word fpoken concerning 
degenerate man, ' neither. do I. think. 
that zny łhing can be ſpoken. of him 
more thametul and diſhonourable, 
than what the Apolilc ſaith of the Hea+ 
then, Ephcſ., 2. ' 12. —— without God 

be the world. By convei fiag with God 


backs world, is man taly raked 4b. 


the beafts, and the godly man above all 
Ather men. Nay, hereby is, the godly. 


the Holy, Angels, or a lealt-to. a, pam 
'Fity of happinels : For it is this that is 
their pcric ion and glory, as we tied 
' x deferjibed in Mats: 184 10. The 
At bebold: the face of: G. 1 
qui. bl ſſed Sayidur f doth 2. 


e advanced to the diguiiy and glory. 


Ach ien, ng (ball; be. raiſed abpre. . 


4 $ Agr cl 7 creatures. 


bu. that, the Saints in the 'Reſuwy | 


— I I 


netate. 8 28 I. N £4.33 A 
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dreatutacommunion, to live upon 
Jod ſingly and entirely „ ſhall; be 
1 %%οο, equel to, be Angel. of Gad, : 
Luk, 20.36 ? Ina word, this is the moſh . © 
real Heaven, ſetting zKde all circums 4 
ſtances. of place, Ce. the, perf. & and 
proper: happinels of [a foul, t % ſce- 'Ged, 
Mu 5, 8, 10 be like uno him, 1 Jobe 
3- 2» to converſe with the Eathes. by 
the Son, as our. Saviour hath told us, 
who beſt knew it, John 1% 3s. This 
life. eternal, to lien thee tbe only t. ut 
God and Jiſus Cbrijt whom then bat 
ſent. By this it is that God. dwells ig 
the ſoul, and- e ſqul in God ( , 
(hill ſee hetcaſter) and the Kinz dom 
of, Haven doth really, entet imo every 2 
E. lie ver. 12 
3. Js natural man is. utieriy wink. 
live and unable ta converſe. wah. 
An earthly. Maugtain may as, fon +34 
up to Heaven by. its wn power 
good will, 28 an carthiy mind . 
ſuch minds are all natura 1 unteger 


into ſelf, w. dene Secs 1 
irh. ae.” | 


th AVWelcome td the plague. 
up into the creature, and the 4inful 
foul is alwaies (like a' ſbadow) mo- 
ving upon the furface of the Earth, 
and higher it cannot get, Rom. 8. 5. 
Would you know what is the principal 
object of a natural mans admiration, 
inclination , and ambition ? The 
Plabmiſt will tell you, it is ſome created 
good, Pſal. 4+ 6, 7. Will you know 
what is the diſpoſition of the natural 
man towards the ſupream and uncre- 
a good ; the Apoſtle will tell you 
is — and Eumity, 1 Cor. 
2, 14+ Ts The carnal mind is 
enmity againft God. This high duty of 
converſing with God in a right man- 
ner ts be ſides the temper of the wicked 
man: never any ſuch man did perſorm 
it. It is 4 contradiction: A wicked 
man converfiag with God, is, as if one 
old fy, An ungodly man that is 
-- Rodlys, But that's not alls This duty, 
is not only out of the hands of a wick - 
ed man, but out of his reach. too,. 
: Neither can be know bim, Gaich the 
> to the Corimbians, and agzin 
to e —— Neither can be be. _ 
|, im. Con two walk tageiber, en · 


erte 


. r . 0. 
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zept they be agreed d. faith the Prophet-. 


an man walk, with God, converſe with 


th, God, except he be reconciled" to him ?- 

* 5+ | And what agreement, but by a Media- 

Pal | tor? What Mediator between God and 
MN, | man but Chriſt Jeſus, who is 4 Mediator. + 
ne | 2s the Logicians call a medinns partici» _ 
ed pationis, who is God man? In a_ word, 

W | ſome converſe with one thing. in the 

al world, and ſome with another, as L. 
noted before ; but alt converſe prin- 

u $ cipally and mainly with the creature, 

'* -F that are not regenerated by. Grace, re- 

— conciled by Chriſt. : ; 
14 4 1 # the duty of man in all age 


It is a neceſſary, natural, certain, con- 


ty natute and natural will of Goy 


foul, binding ſemper and ad ſemper, 
the School-men peak, and Ren 
of no diſpenſation . nor dim 
"There is no time wherein it ß 
'a duty, or. wherein it is lee a duni 
than at another time: however, w Af 


> 
% 
- 


— , 
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| of: life, at all ti net, and in all plates 
and conditions, to converſe with Gal. 


lant duty, ſpringing up out of the we- 


and out of the very nature and teig 
| lon und capacity of the reaſonable + 
admitting... 
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to give to our ſelves many relaxz+ 
ns . from it, The firſt fruit, nay, 
the very early bud of the tender ſoul, 
and of the ſpringing. faculties ; - thele 
are due to God, and ought to be der 
dicated' to him, Ecclf112- 1. Remem: * 
ber now thy Creator in the daies Ji 
youth. + Minhood is not allowed ſo to 
- attend vnto cares and exploits, , nor |} ; 
Old age to pains and grieſs, as to neg- 18 
ect converſe with God: But whether 1 
young men build or plant, tight or ſtu- 1 


dy, or work, or marry, or manag 0 
the afflits of the houſe or of the field, * 


3 fr and Fak. 2 ITY or ly un- 
; der the pains and grit vances. oß decre- 
Pit age, fill it ought to be in the Lord. ; 
3 Nckher doth this duty admit of i inter- }, 
FJup tion, no more than of ceffition: ( 
A te is no diſpenſation given us from 
. this duty, as in no age, fo in no hour of + 
„dit life. . Ape cannot live a nd 
1 5 * oughe we (e. K 


. 


 Awelrometo'the Plague: 
walk in ſubſcrvience to, and converſe | 
with God, yea and as far as may- be 
in a feeli lia converſe with him too. 
Holy David witneſſeth of himſelf that 
the fear of God was continually be- 
Nore his eyes, and that he did continu- 
J ally converſe with God; ſor fo thoſe 
words may be underſtood, Pſal 73. 2313 
F am' continually with thee. - The like . 
is recorded of many other Saints both 
Jin the Old and New Teſtaments ; von- 
cerning whom one may well ſay as the 
Queen of Sbeba concerning the ſer- 
vants of C. lomon, and with much bet: 
ter reaſon ( 3 Ning, 10. 8. 
Jere theſe thy ſervants ( O-Lord 2 
fand continually b:fore thee? Netter , 
is it the duty of ſome few: men, chi 
have the gieateſt knowledge or the 
moſt leiſure. For it (prings. up : our Uk 
the relation of -a creature, ind Dory I, 
the very nature, of the rational (Gude - 'I 
* th that no Cul-of man is exempted”. * 
„ rom it, however many ignorant sud 
profane per ſons live rather in 8 pros 
feſſcd nde pendance upon God. Nuts: | 
ther is it a duty only wpon ſuppoliuoi * Ka 
i leifuce and freedom. from worldly: ' 
bulice fes 
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field ; yea they that go down ung, 


- - bulfnels, ſo neither. hould it elf beſ . 
E . Juftlced out by any. And as this hight th 


do it: proſperity thinks it hath bectarſ th. 
perſuy knows it hath worſe things]; 
3 4 full to entertain him, and poverty hat 


- bat knows not how but notwith 


buſineſs, as ſome other things are, butf g 
is equally incumbent upon Prince andFy; 
Peaſant, upon him that bts in his clo. h 
ſet, and upon him that ploughs in the 8 


the Sea in ſhips, ought to go up untoſ p 
heaven in their hearts; and not only 4 
to converſe with the clouds (which 
they often do,) but above them too, 


| & hand full of earth, and a heart full 5 
„ heaven may well ſtand together in 


For as this duty jufiles out no honellf cr 


and excellent duty agrees to all ages qa; 
and -cirncs and 2 fo it agrees to $ 
all conditions too: poor men do thinkf in 
that rich men may well do it, and rich 
men think that poor men had need t9 


£v 
on 


things to mind than a God, and ad- 


Sut ir muſt mind them: plenty is toe * 
vci 
44 
be, 


landing 


to do to bear up under it 
burden : learning knows how 
not ; ignorance lays it would 


F I g "3 
3 wy" * — - in 
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butf gunding all this ſbufling , the oblig-— 
9 RS duty eaſes not : None 5 
"0*F high. as to be above it, none ſo mean as 
hel to be below it 3 For rich and poor, 
ne high and low, learned and unlearned, 
ntoſ prince and Peaſant , though they axe 
nlyf divided amongft themſelves by pun- 
ich] &jlioes and leſſer differences, yet they - 
te united in one Uaiverſal Being, 
full meet in one and the {ame center, agree 
in the common capacity of reaſonable 
We creatures. As Religion hath an inte- 
be reſt and a concernment in the whoſe of 
eb] the converſation, (according to that of 
Sf the Apoſtle, Phil. 3. 20. Our converſe: 
yr tion is in heaven ſo alſo hath it a room” 2 
mu in the converſation of every man in 
ich every capacity: No Relation, Conditi»  * 
UW! ov, Action, Change is exempted from 
i! the powertul influence thereof; ſo ihg 
ad: Apoſile deſcribes himſelf, by his living +5 5 
Bf in all grod conſcience before God all along, 
10% Ad. 23. 1. and by his exercifing himſelf” 
An in this thing, to baue always 1 


2 
> he. 


a Conſcients 
uw wid of offence towards God: and towards © 
1s men, Act. 24+ 16. 5 
las No the tifth ſtep in order, 


* be, that It. is more eſpecially. the dey +4 = 
1 5 | * = a 4 


% A welcome to the Plague. 
Gods people to ftudy to converſe with bim 
aright in the way of his ju{gments, which, 
is the Docttine it ſelt, which 1 muff 
not come to contirim; till I have ſnewed 
according to my promiſe in the ſe⸗ 
cond place, what it is for the ſoul to 
converſe with God, and hom it comes to b 
converſe with bim. | 
Not to name thoſe too low and im- 
proper notions that men ordinarily ( 
have of this High and ſpiritual mats 
tet cohveiſi ing with God, to ſpeak 

properly of it, is a complex at} of the 

771 whereby it entertains God into it 
and renders it felf back, again to 

| 5 leceives imprefions from him, 
F © and gives up it ſelt again to him; isa 
firli filled with him, and then empties of 
it K into him. You may-conccive] be 
of it after the ſimilitude of a Plant, Ito 
that is irfluenc'c by the benign beams it 
> of the Sun; and in thoſe beam] w. 
| ſprcads it len, and in the virtue andi in 
power of them grows up towards jj 
Heaven: or after the fimilitude of affgy 
River, that is continually filled - ich m 
the Ocean, and is continually ep. 
Ying | "oe imo the "ſame; 


TA.v7076 


* 
Peg) 


chil 


DB: 


It : 


7076 


A wel come to the Plague. 


derer T)Wura: X) vero xii. This 
ſeems to be our Saviours elegant allu- 
on, Joh. 4. 14+ where he cotnpates 
a divine and godly principle in the 
ſoul , to à well of water ſpringing out 
from God, and continually boyling and 


bobling vp towards bim.——— ff 
into eternal lift. Or you may cons 


ceive of it aſter the fimilitude of a 
Glaſs, which receives the image of him 
that looks into it, and reflects the [elf 
ſame image that it receives. For in-“ 


deed the brightneſs and beauty of ho- 
lineſs wherewith a godly foal” doth” 


ſhine as a light in the world , is no- 


ching but a reflection of that light 


and brightneſs wherewith the Father 


Jof light ſhineth into it. And ſo the 


beſt of men have nothing of their owa 
to glory in; for they behold God, but 


it is in his own light; they love him 
with a love which he hath ſhed abroad - 


in their hearts; they are therefore 
like him, becauſe he hath ſtampt "his 
own image upom them: and fo they 
muſt _ needs. acknowledge concerning 
all their acts of love, and communion, 


and delight as David did in another 
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caſe, of thine own we offer unto thee; 
This is indeed the truc and noble con. 
verſe and communion with God 
wherein the life of a godly man is ir 
finitcly-. advanced above the life of all 
other men, and indeed doth nearly re 
ſemble the, life of Angels: Their | 
is deſcribed in the holy Scriptures, by 
. © ſeeing of God, a bebolding of bm fac 
e ſace; Which. we muſt not under 
Fand of a naked. idle ſpeculation , bu 
ea rel aſſimilation ariſing: from t 
teſſions made upon them 
2 bebolding of him fo as to be change 
into his image. And ſuch is a god 
mans life, ſpiritual life, his life of cor 
— 5 with God, conſiſting in a partici 
pation of God, and of his Grace, an 
1 holy .reciprocation or reflection qq en 
affeQions to him ; which are indeeſ co 
two diſlinct aces, though orginall tel 
from the ſame Fountain i da 
2 the ſove Abercwich the ſoul lor bn 
| it ſelf an eſflun 92 him w. 
loying us, he es 
2 by whos fo I 
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impreſſions of goodneſs ſrom God, 
{nd the reflections of love and delight 
LI cowards him; but is alſo ſoen in the 
ir various 20d. of the Soul, 3 
il to che various impve ſſions which 
ref maker upon the Soul, and ſaitable id 
il che various occafions of life 3 ſo xs 
yl converſe with God by acts of fear, reve» * 
fac rence, joy,confidence,(ci-reſignation,znd 
i the like. 
du Now, becauſe we arc in the | 
| me fo 2 ——— God 2 
ely, ſpiritually and 1 iately, as 
- be Bray in Heaven do, pr. ho 
it hath pleaſed God to appoint unto 
Aman ways and means of convert 
H with him, wherein he hath 1 "4 
to communicate himſelf to the Souk, 3 
end ſo to draw forth reciprocal acts of - + 
— acts of love, 1 d of * 
Fence, confidence, tion, depen» ic 
ingdance , and delight hoy the fam 
foul towards himſelf. Now. theſe” - 


um ways or means may be reduced 0 Z 
rs ihrer heads : Duties, Ordinences ;, n . + 
frolfProvidences ; though indeed che we > 
 cnfirſt might be contracted into one 
rd, I will speak a word or two of - 

 Ordinauces 
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* Ordinances, ſuch as the Word and 8 
rramentz ; for 1 ſhall name no mor 
but theſe two. The Preaching of « 

Word is a way in which God dothhh 
uſually: meet the ſoul, to communica 
Life; 1 Pet. 1. 23. Light, Pal. 19. + 
#arnth, Lake 23. 32. Growth, 1 Pe 
2. 2. And the foul Joch anſwer theſi 
impreſſions, | as in the water face anſn 
eth face , by the acts of Faith, Low 
Foy, Meekneſs, and holy Reſolution. | 

dal the adminiſtration of the Sacra 
ments is a way wherein God: meeteth 

| the foul; and communicateth his Lovg 

.;  Sweetneſs,, Fulneſs, Goodneſs, Strength 
du Vipowr to the foul; and it fte 

5 xray Oo in the act: of holy complace 
9 delight, chearfulneſs, thankfulne 
and dependance. 

-Secondly Deries, theſe zre alſo wa 
Genet with God ; ſuch as Cos 
* Ron, Petition, Thanksgiving Config 
FE : hy „ Simping , Meditation, Obſervati 
© Ws! In ali which God impreſſeth ſome 
"thing of himſelf upon the ſcul, 
be 85 dr; Fe 29 
=; : mm as mignt ee ths tr 
. 4600 explication of them; b 
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aRificd fouls do feed upons a1 


+ dutzes barely when it 8 N 5 9 


n 1 rhe Pla” 

would be too much a <A 

I will here note by the way, the *4 
Chriſti: 


ke of many low {pirited 
who know no other converſe wih 


xd , than the bare performance of 
eſe things; this they count the * 


top ſtone of a Chriſtians perſt .: 
ns , the very flower of the ſpiritual. 
„But alas, this is a groſs miſtake! 7 


is ſure ſomething more ſwect, 


by , ſatisſactory in the ſpiritual 2 


„chan the wry duty: there is mar» 
in the bone q or "iſe 2 holy ol 
Id not covet it with ſo much fer- * 


.. - Converſe with God in dts 


I ſpiritual ,' ſavoury , filling enjoy». 
nt, diſtin& from the wo them: 


Ives: This muſi needs be, except We 
Pin allow to wicked and hypocrital 


1: the ſame daintics, that the mot 


2 <6 


„That the childrens bread is com OY | 
un to the Dogs, as well as! them 
ſeul doth not converſe: with — 9 


4 0 Godly fouls: N : 


eee find "bull BL 
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he / ſuſpends the influences of his grace 
b or their hearts are clogg'd or: cloy 
2 wich - carthly objects, or otherwill 
indiſpoſcd and ſhut vp 2gaioft him 
te is not ſpe:king to God that brin 
the (ſoul really nigh unto him, nor b 
thiakirg | of God that advances. oi 
foul into the excellent Rate of feelin 
converſe with him, Even prayer it (a 
may prove many times an empil 
Aound, vx & preteres nihil; and 
digatjon, that moſt excellent ns by 
nuine off: ſpring of the ſoul, may pid 
« poor dry and ſipleſt ſpeculatiaſ I 
It is not enough to ſet up the (ay. 
but there muſt alſo be wind to 
©. them. But then doth the ſoul col 
8 14 verſe with God. in duties, when © 
+ | dark places thereof become filled w 
* divine light, and the empty plac 
thereof fill: d with his divine love, 
the low and langu'ſhing effi 
thereof arc raviſh:d and revived 
1 the powerful in ſinuztions of his . 
1252 Grace 3 when G d draws, al 
125 Hul runs he pu his 2 
— JS + he hole of the dor 
* . Gaul are ned bo for bi 


* %. "I F * . * — o " © - 3 a A 5 
* — 8 * 8 8 * Fc * * * 
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Pit is deſeribed, Cam. 5. 4. Then 3 
th che foul” couverſe witd God in 2 
edication and praytt, when the Spirit 
God moves upon the face of the 
ers, when he kiſſes it with the 
ſs of his mouth 3 and the ſhiking 
bal finds it (If marveloufly ſetled, 
r ſoul eſtabliſhed, the Go |. 
heart thawed, the benumm' d affe- 
ws ns warmed , the ſcant and con. 
12 Ned capacity of it 2 and 
Peaderſully widened, and its flow and 
I Lap giſh motions quickened- into a live- 
wy 2 cheerſul compliance with, I : 
4 Jarſaic-'6f the ſuprcam and (clf- (lf a- 
74 good; when the ſoul fiads 4 
$ co run after that glorious object 
= is preſented to it, lifes up 
ds to lay hold upon the arengche. 
4 | 11 the falchlulncle the Chris, . 
Aiq Gods and bearing up it (elf) we 19 
a wings of fich and love, flies ot: 
* its reſt and happinebs 3 and u x 
er envies the birds of the Altar 
Fe ſelf enters into the Hy of „ 
„ ind the arms of its Me 
dor; thro it ſelf into "the very | 
* of God. In a wotd,, and thar { 
nb 8 5 e 
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ſhall de the Word of God, then doth i 
ſoul converſe with God in duties 'whet 
with «pen face bebolding the glory of Got 
it doch not only admire it, bot it ſe 
is changed into the ſame image from glory 
fo glory., i. e. from grace to graC 
2 Cor. 3. ult. Ji 
Thirdly ', Providence: Theſe 11 
another way wherein the ſoul co Ji 
verſes with God. Now by Provid 
we mean in general, the whole work ef 
God in governing tbe world , a 
things therein. And ſo indeed 4 x 15 
gious enlarged ſoul, a mind freed & 
particular pinching Cares, low; a { bc 
ſelkſk ends, converſes with God im 
beholding and obſerving. Gods ſetleſ or 
=. courſe of governing the world. TA 
b”” whole Heavens, Earth and Sca, and thi ®' 
”. admirable order kept up in then; 
teach the knowledge of Gad, and FR by 
up the (contemplative ſoul into an 0 8 
ſctvation and admiration: of him 
them z and the pious N 5 5 8 
fad ſome impreſſions made "Ia 
. delf'by all theſe, . bc be af 41 
A * with ter therein: x | | 
8 gr n bare 3 but its ir 2 
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Gitation 6f God in these is n to =, 
th i as Da id: were, Pſa. 104. 39 Ba 9 
2 wu larly i; Gods Providence 
| 2 as it doth molt lively expreſs 
Abs infinite love, | juftice and wiſdom, 
go we ought to canyerſe with him 
* herein, and in all the chenges of any 
Akind that befs! man in the world, that 
al all the Kingdoms of the - would, 
cog the: ſour great Moriarchics of it, and 
a öther ſabordinate Dominions z more 
gory in all the mutat ions that be- 
iche Church of Gad in the world, 
alk men of all ſects and ſortꝭ there- 
baut moſt eſpecially our ſelyts. La» 
| r 2 to converſe with that infinite 
3 mind, wiſdom and und: rſtanding that 
Lerdains and orders all the — 
14 fal your ſelyts. Now our con ve 
Mh God in the: ſcbera! changen th 
; iS befal- us in the „1s in an! A 
oy by endeavouring to Neve the P 4 
ok dence of God in evety change The 
\" Frovidence of God ſerv 5 it t f even 5 
pon wicked: men, and upon all era: 
1 ares; that do leaſt underſtand it; 
0 neee mam only know how 1e 
I; de the » woe) of Gel in de 3 
1 II: 114 - C 3 thirgs PS. 
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dag that befal bim: He bath t 
private ſelſiſn inteteſt of his own, b 
counts it his intereſt cheerfully ar 
faithfully to ferve the will of God, tc 
be what God would have him be, toll c. 
be without that which God would 
have him to want, and to do what G0 
would have him do. Every wicke 
foul in the world ſets up ſome trads 
for himſelf, and drives on ſome parti; 
cular ſelf-intereſt diſtindt from God: 
But a godly: foul counts it his greatch 
honour and happinels to be nothing 
in himſelf, nor for  hina(elf, but is — 
ly. at the beck of his Creator $4 
looking upon all his intereit as being 
bound up in God, is ſolicitous for no- 
- thing cite but to ſerve the will of God 
in his generation: So the life of hoh 
Dovid is deſcribed, Als — J. 36. D. vid 
2» hi e erved the wil 
. of G15 1. . — of God; 

42 the Datch Annotat. tranſlating the 
words in this order. A good man ey: 
ing nothing but the great and ble ſſed 
God in the world, and knowing that 
de was not made for bimſclf, but for « 


x 5 is only ambitious to ba .;; 
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ub'ervient to that Infinite and S- 
veraign Bring 3 hercin imirating + bs 
Ble Ad S.viour, who lived not to do 
„t pis own will, but the will of him that 
»Meent him, Job. 6. 36. and again, to 
dla ek the glory of hun that ſent him; 
200 7, hn. 2.18. In a word, he looks u 
| imlelt, not as in himſelf, but m God 
ace ind labours to become JA N Tir 
vs wholly Gods, and to live in the world 
'J only an inſtrument in the hands of him 
that worketh all things according t 
the counſel of his own will. That in 
eral, for the converſing with God” _ 
Fal kind of changes in general. Now © 
thele charges are reduced to tue 
heads, Profperity and Advaiſty.: la #2 
the firſt of theſe it is our duty to c. 
"YI verſc with God, and not with the ci 3 
id fure-comforts which we do enjoy fm 
lh him,” as one might ſhew at lage. Bujt 
1 am to ſpeak of the latter, and 10 


hr 


S 4 


del ew how we ought to converſe with + - 
1 God in that: But fu ſt I muſt demon» 


ſtrate, that it is our duty to do nn 
which was the third thing I promiſ ed, 
iz. To frew'thatit is the du , G 
Fele, to fludy 10 c yverſe i W - 
C 4 4. ight * 
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aright in the way of bis Judgment .. 
in 4 time of aſſticlian. And here, 
hope, I need not be at pains to proy 
by Scripture, that beſides the gener 

buſmeſs of ' a Chriſtians life, ſome p 

ticular and more eſpecial behaviouſ 
are required of him in an afflicte 
fate, all will grant it ſure; Beſide \ ef 
by that time I ſhall have declared 'wh * 
they are, 1 ſhall not need to prove tb 90 
they are. Therefore for the preſent " 
I ſhall content my ſelf to gife in thre 
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or four Reaſons of it, and fo pals on“ 


kr is eſpecially the duty of Gods peop P 

wo ſtudy to converſe with him n | bk 

the time of fl ions. | 1 
1. Becauſe ben eſpeci«ly it i; bard 


by & it : We are then very apt to be take ll 


E off from it, thereſore we ſhould tat ir 


F - elpeci.lly labour to purſue it, and perfort - 
t: We arc then in etninent danger to 


be taken off from it; and that by theſef : 10 


mene. " 
te Our ſenſes 4 FR 11 on nn 
verſe wih entmamd means ,, Which, 4 


walt we attend upon too.- eagerly 


de negiet. and torget God: Thy 


3 of per- % 


©: 9.4 ticulagY, 
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ulzt-aRichions x buy that Would be 
* 150 long. 1 will only inſſesce in one 
Ac * for; explizations The. ſickneſs 
Jand paiaedneß of the body, calls out 
dul de mind to ek aſter, and conzerſe 
de I wich Phyſitians: 'L bodily wants call us 1 
42 b ſeck after bodily ſupplies, and, fo 
oh kind of dillreſſes call out the foul | 
1þ I ©: ſcck cxeatorergeligts, | Gall upon tha 
ſend 4 and languiſhing Pint to calltup- 
wu [1 and hang upon diving help, d conn | 
wilt with God: Alas, he hath enough 
to do to attend vp en his: pins and 
A, MI progs:43.:tcll, him dt gaſe, of xrcovery 
| bas he can hear ken to oy" * thats 
1, Ihe news that he longs to; Gal 3 
keg 93 the! poor pinc q ꝙpegges — gen 
hes telich af God, to cv wich him x J 
uml he finds fach, 4ifaininds. go hie 
dolnds, fach 2 gaawing of hunger, fach' = 
* deefticls appetite within hic f. has 
he can groan out nothing, but Ab thats © 
we dl give me- — 
50 word, the foul is more natuzally * 
rly | to: mind open. which. it 10 15 I 


46 — 
teaſom 


v1 


Ley. 


ul goth Veywe. 


reuſon why (5 few perſons fepent ia 
| time of fickneſs ; the ſenſe of ſickneſs 
drewns the ſenie of fin, 2. The res- 
_ fon why ſo ſew poor people who are 
= evertnore conflict ing wich the neceflities] 
ofthe body, do not zt all mind the con- 
=> cornments of their fouls; The exigentics 
and ftraits of the body,-do cry louder 
in their hearts than all the words and 
works of God. So that as health is the 
beſt time for repentance, ſo it ſeemeth 
that the beſt way to 1e.eb the poor, is to 
relieve them. 11 
2. The corruption of the heart an 
then moſt' apt to mate war againſt Hoa) 
ven. This is the opinion ot him whoſ + 
knows the femper of man too. well 
Fei ++ Pat forth thine band ag a 
bim, aud be will curſe thee t thy fac 
And L im perſwaded that the Devil act 
much by this obſervation 3 which make 
*— '» "him endeavour all he _ make ms 
4+ py good men poor, thinking tharch 
n. them weſ good |} though 
wife and merciful} God do wenderhiubf : 
F prcvent him. For: indeed thei py 
2 46 &© mturally tender of the 5 * ae 
72 ab in loch God. himſzif ſhould ir. 
0 8 24 3 


1 


* 
4 1 
2 
1 
* 


1 
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8 80 crying after him, when he. takes 
* away any darling ſrem it, 28 Phaliiet 

"LCL ciying aſter his Wile 5 Or rather, 
* crying againſt him, as Michs cryed 


ach 

act 18. 24+ 

ke... 3- 1emptations., as thin come fron: 
ma; eft . fr m without. _ Then it is the 


tied Hud I wait up n the Lord amy longer } _ 


oor” affl tion , as Fear , Anger, Unbdief, ** 
the yea, and ſinful Sef Love and Creatw (=- 2 
eth .l:ve „ an aff. ion. that can never be 


ell} ag inſt the men of Dan, ſaing, x | 
* have taken away my Gods , and are gene 


| 
* | * God when be Hebel bias, | 
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it; if. he do, it is ready to. fret and 
ſtorm , and fly in his face. Conveiſe 
with G d ſaith the wicked King 
Why ibis cvil is from the Lord; what 7 


2 Ring. 6. 33. There are many cor» 
1uptions of the ſoul that are moſt read y 
to clamour againſt Ged in a titne © 


taught to converſe with God, yet wat 


away, and what haue 1 more? ! 


vils time to play his game: What. oe 
| up this reproach ! what, will you 
_ down with this loſs F up and rev 
” thy elf. He. that 'knows fo well k of 
* keinpet of mais heit © yy 


"7 7 


1 
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Anvlkome to the Plague. 
will not fail 7 toxch the heart, and ffn 
Temipt it 20 curſe bin indeed, Fob 2. 9. — E. 
Curſe Gad and dye. Jhe 
le ſecond. Reaſon why we ought? bl: 
„ eſpecially co ſtudy to converſe withbo 
* God in the time of afiQions, is becauſe i th 
bat it a time wherein we are moſt'aps po 
. think our ſelves excuſed from tbit 101 
Hy, as if it were allowed us in cur fen 
| 3 to forget God, and mind Flo: 
& .our ſelvts only. And that not onl | ou 
in reſpect of thoſe bodily firaits. and 85 
&  diftrefſes, which l named under the laftf 4: 
"#4 „bead, but in reſpect of our own, paſſi· IIb 
ons. When the afflicting hand of fu 
SZ God is upon us, preſſing and griev- fi 
ing of us, and taking our beloved 
comforts from us, we are apt to in- 
© dulge our own private and ſelhſh paſſi- 
2 care, fear, ſorrow, complainings, co 
Fes, to think we are in ſome 
ſc allowed to indulge them. How: 
As rs ngly do _ wc Cuff er. our. ſelves, } 
bs "eg drawn into a conveiſe with out 
| Ph keen to be contracted a8 it were into 
oa ſelr and viter our ſelves to be ca 

- tho 


„d ſhoald think it were aur duty to refit? 
Isen as the heart in naturals draws 
home to it in a time of danger, "the 
heJblood that was diſperſed abroad in the 
th body, as it were to defend it elf: {6 LY 
iſe the heart in . morals gathers home ics 
pt powers and aff. tions which were + 
212 {lormerly beſtowed here and there, to * 
ur employ them all about it gell in 94d | 
:d ¶ ſore 2iflition. And we are apt to think. - + 
1; Jour ſelves excuſable too in fo doings. © +; 
ad So that it God himſelf ſhould ask a , 
AY ditr{ſ-4 foul as he did Frnab, Dat 
[1-Yibow- well to be careful, fearful, ſirron- 
of} ful, querwlow, becauſe of theſe of 3 
-I ctione, loſſes, diſtreſſis that are up- 
ed ou thee? it would go nigh to give him. . 
n- the ſame anſwer, L. 4% nell to. bs . 3 
5 7 
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3 
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i- rowful „ ye, and 6 teſule to 
„ comforced. There ſecme to. be 
ne lowed us fotne. vatliral 1 ions ng 
* * of extream a Hiction; which, how 
bar they are lawtul , 1 ne o 3 
: diſpute. _ But ſure ſem, Ch f 1 Vs 
to J e 5 A * 
1 2 zants, og 455 2 8 
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of the, foul, and given it leawh; 
to indy] e it ſelt in what paſſins 8 
would for. a certain time, 28 . 
Daughter of Fep:ha was allowed to ggf Ai 
whithcr ſhe, would, wailing upon the 
mountains for two months. We a1 
never allowed any paſſions or affe 
= Cions fare, that do not comp'y wit! 
| the'willof. God, and confi with ou: 
fabmiſſion thereunto. But whateve 
they are, I fad, that under the 
pretence of thofe, ſome men ar 
apt to be. carried unto ſtrange ino. 
dinacies, and commit many paſſi natq 
outrages 3 and indeed the beſt off 

| men are. too prone to fuſpend and 
intemupt that lively and fecling con 
vetſe with God, which they qugh 
to maintain eycn when they (mar 
33. Becauſe then's a time when the 
tm more eſpecial uſe ſor, and need 
uch noſe with og And th 
C1) To. give reft to the foul. In pre 
be Ay Bf God, and 8 8 
wilt to 9 Tome e q 
ealurcs; friends, employtyentsy; 
comfort in iheir {Cups * 1 
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a) F companions: 5 and indecd n arc pe 


o fmcy 2 contentment in ereature· 
enjoy ments. But in a time of great affli. 
Aion, all theſe are gone, or at Jeaſt have 
no favour in them ; and where ſhall 
aul the weary ſoul find reſt then? Then 
fre there's 8 -w of reſt tut in God alone. 
"I When all other props tail, then eithes 
Iratch hold of God or fall. There is 
"A ow nothing left to give © any (cttles 
ment or contentm.ent to the ſoul bat 
ane God alone: And in him there is cat 
Oo the fick, teſt to the weary, ſettle» 

went to the ſnaking, contentment 
Jo the troubled Chriſtian. Thercſore 
| converſe with God in the day of great» 
1 eſt affliction; which is the; ſame coun» 
>» fl in ff with that our Saviour 
TI tb. 17. 28. Case unte mic all ye 
"thus labour and art hexwey: laden, ns 1 
1 will give you ret. (29 Phere is 
| need. __ give reli 80 phone. oh 


. 
| Ie ſo converting with - D 10% 
"k right manner, is the beſt, SY 
| the durch WN ccf And. It 
Mr 2 ü 
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ry an. 
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and were ligbmed, and tb ir faces wert 


not aſhamed ; 'Thir © poor man 'cryed;] - 
and the: Lord beard hint, and ſaved} ©. 
bim out of al bir troubler. In vaio” 


is convciſiag with Friends, Phylicis 
uns, Counſellors : in vain is all crea- 


| Meccaverfe widchout this; No ref 


to the "foul, no eaſe to the body ins 
time "of :M ction, without converſe 
with God? ſo that aman in affl ction 
- tvaniged from God, ſtragling off trom 


Vd; is akogether miſerable. + Iu 2 


word, ſeparate a foul from God: 


and in proſperity his enjoy ments 


are low, and in adyerlicy the want 
cf them is very bitter: ſo that there is 
good reaſon Why a Chriſtian ſhould 
Rify ec converſe with God in the way 


Bd. is Judgements.+— But then great 
* Art is te know hows. This theretore f 
don come to in the | \ 
Furth plate, to ſhew particularly;, 
© bow we are to converſe with God in afflithi-- 
Now there ars/tWowaics of cxpain=. 
ang 1217 6 N 
2 By Oring with what Artuſt 

8 ure to comwetſt. 1 2 
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1 ſhall bring both theſe into one. 

1. We ought to converſe with the 
„I ebſolute and anlimited Soveraignty of 
z | God whereby he, as a free and ſu- 

. | pream Agent, doth what he will , 
ind none can ſay unto him, What WW 
deft bon? Dan. 4. 35. This Job of- bp 
ten eyes and owns : ours 2 
9. 12. He taketh away, none can 
der bim, and who can ſay unto his 
Vb dot hon ? This we mult 
lee often, and own heartily . This 
{we may well argue from Gods crea- 
ring of us: He that made us thus 
| without any conftraine, can he nat 
may he not make us otherwiſe, and. 
alter us without reſlraint? So Fob.ax; . 
eues, Chap. 1. 21. We miydlfoap. 

gue it from the ſubordinate. Soveraigh- 2 
x0 iy, and inferiour ſupremacy: of men, 

Even a Monarch among men doch 

whatſoever he pl aſtth, and who may 
ay unto him, Wnat doſt thou? Eeelef... . 

S. 3, 4. Tea, a very Centern hath - 

I kind of Swersignty in .#his ſphere,... 
„er as many as arc under him, W "74 
> ich unto one man Go, and he cots 
d to: another e Da chit, aud, be deth © > 
ia 8. E 
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it, Mit. 8. 9. And ſhall we not then! 
acknowledge -a Soveranign Power | 
and independant abſolute Authority 
in the great and blceſſtd God, over! 
the whole Creation, ,the workmant 
ſhip of his own. hands? So the good! 
Centurion * argues, and infers , "i P 
the place laſt quoted. Nay, as the e 
Apoſtle faith in one place, We hare? 
Faber. of owr fiſh who uſe us at theieh® 
pleafure , and we do not gainſay thei 
Authority, we do not ſay to our Fa- 
ther, What begetreft thou ? nor tif 
our Mother, Whats baſt thou brought! , 
perth , Ia! 45. 10. Nay if theſe fi 
militudes will not teach you, I will 
y to you, as God to the Prophet b 
Ferie go down to the Potters bose 
> *thereI will cauſe you to learn thilfſ® 
Aion + He maketh or maricth hf 
Ts of Clay, as oft as he plcaſeth 
And, are not ye in the hand of che 
Lord, as theClay is in the hand of thi 
. Potre: ? Jer. 18 6. Iſpeak the mor 
800 this, in as much as 1 find, 
"IM * | Howeyer men give God good word 
Fg” nd confeſs hs dominion over the 10 
8 * 


thens, yet when it comes to 
tha 


Nr 


that he touches them in any of their 
Isg comforts, they ate ready to 
rity 'Idamour againft him in their hearts, 
v verle if he did them fome wrong; if not 
nam e curſe him to bis face. Certainly 
ood here is ſome Atheiſtical opinion of 
ia propriety, that in ſome degree or 
' the{9ther is apt to Geal into the mpft de- 
„ane ent minds: And (ure I am, we do 
not. only barely offend , but we de 
* ſelves much hurt; we wound our 
Fa own peace ; we ſhake -the ſetledueſi 
ef dur own hearts; we put our ſelves 
into briars: In a word, we both li ſſen 
Joar creature - cornſòrts, and multiply 
will our gricfs, and aggravate. cur ſorro 
ner Ib calling things our own : If we ha 


Wa" 
© 


aiot taken them to be our own, it 


thül ould not hate troubled us to park 
hal with them. | 
th Ze ſure therefore to eye and oö 
c Ide abſolute and unlimited —_ Ws 
the of God : but that's not all; it is 
or oot enough. to belicye it: we muſt, con- 


erſe with it otherwiſe than by think, 
ing oft, or aſſenting io it. Then 
we coaverle with the ee 
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1. When ihe powerful ſenſe" of it doth 
flems quarrelliung, yea | . þ, 
yea even diſputing in tbe ſonl. WII 0 
may indeed modefily contend with: me; bl 
concerning their dealings with us; tl 
Potſheard may ftrive with the Porfbear 
of the earth , but it muſt not ſay to the ke 
Potter, Why haſt thou made me thuslf x, 
A pacate and. quiet frame of heart, is gp 
real converſing with the: Sveraignyfl in 
of God. S0 did Aaron when he helf 
his peace, Levit- 10. 3+ and Job, wha in 
he e750 of able unſeemly te Golf tei 
Job 2. hl. 41 Gc 
22. Whinthe ſenſe of i je 45 fuppre thi 
LC Felf-will, This is an unruly luſt in theff an, 
| ſoul, 94924700 u5 hv; s' 2 Dan tha 
- fpirit warring 2gziaſt Heaven, and 12 
breeding bate continually. This: mi; 
1 that weich maintains a Meum anf ga 
Tuum (ven with God himſehf, tha gar 
ſets up intereſts (as the J-ws (et f of 1 
Princes, *H ſea g. 4.) bat not by Golf up 


yea indeed in oppoſit ion to him. Thi tene 

is the ſeditious pirty in — 2 foul fry 
that is alwaies crying Y thei 
+ Will not have this mau to rule o vot 
ES. us; And when that darling: inter tha 
7 FN whis "a 
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my which-this proud: gizal hach ſet up, is 
touched of God, and ſmitten and 
al blaficd from: Heaven, it is ready to fret 
tf ind ſtorm, yea, and to think it bath 
i reafon to be angry,” If this Son of the 
bond - woman were caſt out, Abrobem's 
159 Family - would be all of 4 piece, all in 
order and at reft. If this-undifciplin'd 
ind. perverſe ſpiit were quite baniſh« 
ed; Oh what a calm day would it be 
ay in the ſoul ! what fair and {wet cor- 
084 reſpondence would there be. between 
Jod and his. creature! ſor certainly 
A this. is the Jonah that railes the ſtotm, 
ney and makes the great deeps of the ſoul 
| 
4 


q that they cannot reſt, but do perpetu+ 
ws ally roll and toſs, yea and caſt out 
mie and dirt continnally. But alas, 1 
Ig doubt. chis ſpirit is not quite laid, aq 
hall not in the moſt ſpiritual man: the het, 

Jef men are ready to.nouriſh and chatah ++ 
"69 vp: ſome datling , ſome private i- 

tereſt or other of their. on, diſtin 
WJ from God, and the grand intereſt of +> 

4 their; ſouk x which Gad! hitnſeif mu © -; 
VAI pot; touch „ ſome Gautd o other 5© * 
199 that the cold wind muſt ooti blow up- 
ic en. He is a hleſſed man inderd, whe 
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AJ doth ſo underfiand that he lives and , 
moves in God alone; and is ſo over- 
powered with the ſenſe of the infinite : 
goodneſs and holineſs of God, and 
the abſolute perfection of his divine] 
will, as that he reckons it his greateſſ c 
perſection to be nothing in himſelf, not. 
have nothing of his own diſtinct from 
God, but only ſtudies to be great in 
God, to be filled with God, to live ta / 
him, and for him; to enjoy all things 
as in and under him; who counts it 
his only intereft to quit all ſelf-intereſt, 
and particular ends, and to be freely at A 
the diſpoſal of the higheſt mind, con- f. 
ſormable to the higheſt good, cheerfullyſ h 
compliant — the uncreated will. 
= Patipbar had fo committed all to 7. 
pb, in the ſenſe of his great * 4 
nefs, that he knew not ought he had]? 
fave the bread thet be did eat, Gen, 

39. 6, But this ſimilitude is too low 
A godly foul ſhou'd commit all ics ins 
>.-- tercſt;; its life and livelihood, and alltd 
„Vo m the ſenſe of his Soveraigntyh 
und not know ought that he 'hatl 4 
no not his oven life, but deſpiſe it u 


compariſon . of uncreated life * | 
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ob ſpeaks, Fob 9. 2 Methinks the 
w overaignty 25 God ſpeaks ſuch lan- 
Isasge to the foul and in it, as Eli to 
Samuel, My Son, hide nothing from me, 
rind q nothing back, of all that thow haſt, 
cli n the pious foul ſhould not, with - 
nos fooliſh Rachel, conceal any ſelfiſh in- 
tereſt, ſo as not to be willing to pa 
by with it, when its Soveraign Lord a 
Mather comes to ſearch the tent; but 
** (with alluſion to Amos 6. 10.) when 
God comes to ſerret out, all ſclf-inte- 
OY ncfis, and hall ask, Ts there any ſuch 
ef yet with thee ? (ſhould be able to an- 
Alfter boldly, No, there is none, Bleſ- 
F ſed is the man that is in ſuch a caſe; 
uu bleſſed is the man whoſe only intcreft 
it is to ſerve the will of the Lord! 
Well, improve the infinite Soveraign- 
ty of Gd to this end, and work it 
ad; upon, and into your own hearts, that : 
all ſelf. will may ſtoop to it: And 7 
let the main intereſt of your ſouls, 4 
"I be fo planted and eſtabliſhed in your * 7 
fouls, that no other intereſt may be - 
able. to grow by it: Charm your, 
"1 own ſell-will with ſuch ſevere tre- 
" 2I'prools, as this is 3 Either deny e Fr. 
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| © wy foul, or 4iny.th 11 * 4 


txre.: either be Wholly at Gods com 40 
wand, or call bim not thy Sovel 


5 1 When the ſenſe of it dotb beget Re ſk 
verence, in the ſoul toward God. We 
t not only to be ſubject to theſ® 
Rod of God, but even to reverencſ 
bim when he correcteth with it: an 4 
flo not only to accept of the Rodjj® 
but to kiſs it too. And ſurely j = 
the Fathers of our fleſh correct us jÞ®* 
and we give them Reverence, Hel 
12+ . much more ought we to reve alt 
rence the Soveraign Father both © * 
fleſk and ſpirit. This is a devout act f 
the ſoyl, whereby it looks up and adordf 
>” the. Infinite and Soyeraign Majeſty,Þ/* 
and thinks <quitable and honourab 
| thoughts of him, cven' when he is in bar 
the way. of his Judgments. And theft? 
are the proper acts of a ſoul converſingÞe® 
Gods Soveraignty in the time M. 
Migions, When we are ſilent befort 
lubject unto hin, aud rev en 
S;- *cing of him: then do we really 
785 4uly converſe with him as dur a 
FPighty und abſolute . * 
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Gods. Authority and Prerogative, 
nt v4 it may filence , will ſcarce 
yellſatisfic : ſuch a corrupt and rebellious 

. ate our natures grown to. There- 

e, | | 
Re 2. Converſe with the Perfect and 
thelinfinite Righteouſneſs of God in the 
nca{time of affli tions 3 that divine per- 
n ſection whereby he renders to every 
odſan what is juſt and due, and no 
, jfmore. This we are to eye and own, 
us lend fincerely to acknowledge , even 
leblia the time of our greateſt extremity, 
vel ſter the example of Daniel, chap. 

„ 14 The Led our Ged is righte- 

dl in all bis works 3 and of the god _ 
ally Levites, Neh. g. 33. Thou art 
fy aſt in 40% that is brought 1h u, 
Abl ba done right. Argue with Abro- 

5 inven, Gen. 18. 25. Shall not the udg 

gelte all the Earth do right f Can Righs e 
En ouſacſs it felf erre in judgment? 
ec all the Timber ſay unto the Rule, 
why haſt thou meaſured me thus; o 
Yor to the Line, thou art crookec? ? 
ae rot my waies equal ? ſaub tie 

a, Ezck. 18. 25. Are not the 


Mords waits equal ? let your foals ſay 
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too. Be je firmly perſwaded of 
infinite and incortuptible Righteoub|wi 
deſs and Equity of God , but thats 
not af} > we do not then converle wi ler 
the Righteouſneſs of God, when 5 
do. believe it; or acknowledpe it: Alle 
very Pharaoh may be brought to mz 
ſuch a conſi ſſion, Exo#. 9. 27. Th 
LN is Rigbicous, and I an my pes . 
ple are micked. Bit then do we com de 
verle with the Righteouſneſs of Goc in 
in general, when the ſenſe of it doth gi] du 
8: rational ſati;fatiion_to 1be ſoul. Anif le 
indeed ; whereas, the Sovcraignty off 
God is enough to ſilence, yet: lr} 
Righteouſoeſs had ned to be calledſbn 
in ty adminiſter ſatisſection: The ſort to 
mir is {ufhcient to /iop the muthifgo 
- but there is need of the latter to ſet is 
. tle. the. beart, Ard indeed methinld W 
It. 8 -a heaat- {-ting corftderationgh 
For, how can the interElt of the creat] vai 
tute be better {cured than in th ch. 
hands of a righteous God? When m⸗ 
dean we venture all we have, bett 
tban in ſuch à certain and -ſtced 
bottem? How can we better n 
dar ſelxcs, than on luck. fum and ct 
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wiground ? We win truſt our ſelves far 
wich an upright? and righteous man : 
id if we heur ef the miſcarritge” of 
hilary intereſt of ours at any time, it 
oth mightily calm and ſatisfie Our 
hearts, if we are aſſured that it was in 
hands of a juſt and upright pers 
| : Much more rational and: fieady” * 
| rickahon may the lufinite Righteouſ - 
ow geſs of God adminiſter even in the 
odftime of the greateſt 2 ffl ction, if ie be 
ein ily wrought into the heart. Bat 
more particularly, 
Wt. The pomtrſul ſenſe f. the Rights 
al iff of God - ſhould make 1 ſenſible 
and ſerious. It becomes us ſeriouſſy 
{lo ponder, duly to 9 and in 
ifgood earneſt to lay to heart, all chag. 
is done to us by à righteous Gd. 
ol We ule flightiy- to paſs by, and ſlight- 
ion ly to eſteem the words or actions of - 
fait man: But it is not for nothing 
that the righteous God affi Qs1any 
man, in any mecalgre , at any times 
| we voice of God # though et 
nes urpiunlete; yet it is abwaids | 
Meant. t „ Bin eee Zo 
Jy -Gery action of ithe; rights x: 
> 010-44 D 2 God 
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God hath a meaning in it. A 

falls not from our head. nor a Bl. | 
row. to the ground without him; ' 

Much leſs ſure do greater changes be. 
fall us withoue him. And in al 

things he is infinitely righteous. Oh ' 

how doth this call upon us to ſenſib p 

nels and-fcrioulnels ! How' ought allſ, 
the powers of the foul to be awaken, 

ed to attention, ben the rights 6 

ous God utters his dreadſul voice h 
= the whole frame of the heart 

and life to be compoſed, under hig : 

heavy hand Now if ever , one ; 
would Jay of Langhter ,. It is mad; 

one would reckon trifling to be g [ 
kind of prophaneneſs and judge that 

»* fooliſh. jedings do almoſt border upy ; 

f1 

1 

c. 

[4 

2 

2 

* 

al 


on + blaſphemy , formerly not conve: 
©  Kient, now not lawful. For indeed 
* a vain, frothy , light, trifling ſpirit, 
5 Y the day of 2 * 118 4 
las of the Righteouſneſs 
* conſequent of _ 
2. E ſhonid put ug es ſelf examine 
een. Nature it ſelf hath caught che H 
. in Merinens to enquire. . the 
4 A all was in 4 "wa Jonsb: 1. 3. 
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ha more may the knowledge of Gods 
My Infinite Righteouſneſs teach us: fo 
'be miy the holy Word too, that word 
in Lam. 3. 40. Let me ſtach and 
4 our waies, &. And mary others; 
Now do the facultics of the godly 
foul being awakened*, begin to caſt 
lots upon themſclves, to ind out the 
| gritty party: And certainly God hath 
| reat hand in ordering tl ſe lots 4 
be doch ordimrily he unte man bis fin, 
wen by the verdict of his own hears. 
Conſcience, I mean, is Gods vicrger nr 
lu the ſenl; and though it's true, this 
8 is oft-times corrupted and bril- 
cd, or at feaſt over-ruled in proſpiri- 
195 yet God infirueth it to ſpeak god #7 
ſenſe, and to ſpeak out, and ſpeak the 
truth in the time of 2Micion. I believe 
they hit the nail upon the head, who' 7 
cryed out one to another; Verily we ate g 
grtlty concerning our Brother,” Gen. 4 
21. Another cryes, Verily I am guilcy -, 
| concerning my Maſter, concerning my PS. 
| 7 Gate guilty concerning my Wite 55 85 
tg - my Children, cone LB 
de Eftate, my Time, my Talents XY 
ſe may be ell true. 1 beli Kb 
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54 A. weltome'to- the Plague, 
the "Heathen © wis in the right, hg 
looke upon bis hands and ef, .and 
cryed out; , 74g. 1. 7. As 1, ban 
die, fo Gd hath reguited me; and 
* Bibyloniſh Monarch harpt upon 
a right ſtring after he was come 
his right wüs again, Dax 4. 21l.— 
Thoſe that walk in pride, be 4000 10 
batte. God hath not given to cur fa, 
culties any iafalibiliy indeed, but he 
4 inables them to make good gueſſes; 
and I am verily-perſwaded, doth many 
times lay the hand upon the right fore; 
= and order this, ſecret, Lottery from 
> Heaven :. So that.that. faculty, or that 
frame, or that action which ſiands cons 
victed in the Court of Zonen in 
Aden held guilt in we Court 4 | 


Z 3. 1 ſrruld work ” 20 Raupe 
an and Riformation > an bears broken, 
and a converſation bealed of bis breaches, 

| By Humiliation I mean, 2 heart 
broken purely, properly , and ſpiritu- 
= fox 8 I. do not mean by it, an 
' broken for loſſes and aſſlictiqns, 

bowing ms — N N man 

-—— 22M difirelles 5, 


— 


ing it only in the calamitot s- effects, 


different ſenſe, 


but the (carr which the ſoar hath left be- 


have vent given to it by picrcing be 1 


Hen in his fortow may have 


Auland e de Blazer. 


nor an heart broken ſor fin , a6 vicw- 


#24 bitter fruits of it? which 1 doube 
is the Humiliation of "moſt. Many 
may fay concernirg their Humiliati= 
on, (to uſe the Prophets words in a2 
Zick. 13. 6. ) Thiſe 
are the wounds with which I was wounded * 
in the bouſe of my friends, by the loſs: of * 
(riende,che fols of my health, the 
bln my goods; theſe tears that you (&, 
theſe groans that you hear, are nothing 


hind: it, and the wales which the Roll 
hath made. 1 doubt our very” or- 
row for fin, in a time of affſictiom g 2 
admits of a mixture 'of ame , 


and paſhan, and ſo of fin too. Bar » 


mean, a pure, ſpiritual, proper — 
and hatred of ſin; which F know way 
be broached by ſharp affl ons a 


veſſel; but that is nat the 2 
cauſe and ground of it. Mũ4% in 
joy, hid an cye to the A 
reward, Heb. 11. 26. And ſo a 


e 


to the W 1 e IT: 1 1 
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his offlictious 3 but ic is not prima. 
rily and principilly tauſed by theſe; 
For though theſe dreadful ſhowers 
„ from Haven ſhould ceaſc, yet the 
F &ream ofhiscycs, or at leaſt the foun- 
tin of his heart would not ceaſe iſſu- 
ing forth bitter waters. Though the 
ighteauſnels of God do ſerve to give 
to godly ſorrow, yet it is the good- 
rd bolineſs of God that gives is, 
. ſorraw for ſin, becauſe it ſpoiled 
8 us. of que comforts, fiript us of dur or- 
>. yanients? Then ſure we think there is 
fomcthing in the world worſe than fin, 
ſor which we ſhould bewail jt, and hate 
itz and. 0 conf. quently, that there is 
ſomething beter than God, for which 
de ſhould: love him. Ale, bow apt 
are we to run into a practical blaſphe- 
um before we be aware / In a * 
2 — to 4 this controverſi-,, Our 
> SiQions , b.ſſes, diſtreſſcs bn the 
world, my poſlibly be as 2 Buches to 
aw up this water of godly foirow ; 
= but they muſt not be the Ciſtern to re- 
#8 _ .otive and bold it. Sei icus and ſpin- 
ua Humiliation is a real converſing 
£1 ich the Rightcouſacls of. Gods. 10 
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©] mect God, indeed to fol dawn bef.re | 

bi bim; and to converſe with lim, is % 

v: lie down under him The truth of which 
temper is beſt evidenced by that «x» © 

* cellent Commentaror, the life of a Chriſti» 

ie *: This doth beſt declare the nature 


and inte;pret the meaning of heart» + 
1. Humiliation. He that breaks eff his ns 
„ doch beſt make it appear that h $-heart is 
4 broken for them. If you would know 75 
whether there have been Rain in the 
night, look upon the graund and that 
will diſcover. O3 my friends, if hs 
duti be laycd;, if all earthly joys content 
ments, pleaſures. concetuments, be layed, 
you may conclude your ſorrow Was @-- 
ſh wer ſent into your ſouls from Hide" 
Ven. 

If you ſce 4 Boy both Cbbing and 
minding, his Book, you may conclude 
he. hath ſome right lerſe:of is Millers 
ſeverity. Converſin % Gd is the 


mott proper and al converfing 3 
bim im the way of his Iudgements: ſo 
he himſclf interpras in that complaint.” 


made, Iſa. g. 13+, The 


as 


” ow wean Gt ww 5 > oe 


| wt: 5 im that Hieb thims i 75 


* 


. to Myer. When 
TT 8 T3, 
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* 


He\liad been in the Mount «ith God, 
Exod.” 34. 29. (bowld alſo be the con: 


dition of every good Iraelite, when 


he hath been with God in the valley, 
the vale of tears, and affficted ſtate; his 
face ſhould ſhine, his conve rſation 
ſhould witneſs that he hath been wich 
God ; the ſmell: of thit fire ſhould paſs 
upon bis ' garments, his whole out.: 
ward man. The ſpirit of mourning 


4 ſhould be demonſtrated by the (pi- 


Tit of burning. If God from Heaven 


ſet fire on the ſtanding Corn of our 


wor dly comforts, we muſt anſwer him 
from within, and ſet fire on the ftub- 


dle of our worlaly luſt :, and corrupti- 


ons, Let me change out Saviours 
words therefore a little, Mat. 6. 18. 
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| N 3 Converſi 
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"A Felcome to” the: Plaine 
3; Converſe wilh .the © Foithfulneſr” 
of God This attribute of God ha 
nſpect to his promiſcs; and ther +3 
fore it may be you will think ſtrange 
that I chould ſpeak of this in à dif 
courſe of effl tions, as - nbt: having ' 
place there at all. Every one: will rea- 
dily acknowledge that Gods Sve 
raignty. and Righteouſncls do clear'y 
appear in his Judgements; but how 
his Faithſulneſs can be « x:rciled ther. 
in, they ſee not. What, faithlall ia 
puniſhing, in plaguing, in viſning, in 
afflicting, diſtreſſing us creature, how 
can that be; Many will be ready to 
think rather, that God is not faichs 
fall at ſuch a time, when he denyss 
what he had promiled to give, takes 
eway what he had promiſed to conti? 
nue; when he plagues David! every. » 
morning, when he had -pridemiſeds high 8 
that the Plague fhonld:. not comt a 
bit dweliugs when he brings 4 
to the grave, whom he chad: 
thav his dayes — de long 
Laud; and » Job to the 3 
whom all the promiſes wac 
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Doth God fulti!ll his promiſcs- by 
fruſtracing. them? Netwithitanding all 
'this, it ſeems that the faithfulneſs of 
' God hath place in the »f.Fions of his 


2 
3 


Eſai, 119 75 Ltr that in faiths 
fulneſf . of afflitied me: if in» 
+ -decd faithfulneſs be taken properly in 
that place: Neither indeed: necd it 
- fcmſofirarge as fome men make it: 

va ED God hath _ his covenant« 

people, to vilit their iniquity with a 
Rod, Eſal. eg. = The R:& of a: mam 


24 Sam. 7. 14 where this ſerms to 
made a. branch of: the. _— 


{which 3 is to come. Is this faithfulneſs !? | 


people: For a faith; Devid i xprelly, 


* 2 ſat herly chaſtiſement, 28 it is- explains | 


r 
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(5! it; as might appear in many particlts | 
by 8 2 's- not needful to run du t 
dato them. God will take more care 
of } of his own people, than oſ.the reft of 
his | the. world 3. and will. rather correct 
ly, them, thay not reduce them, It is 
ths | their. min happineſs that fic takes cart 
n+ | for, and he will. in; kindneſs take out - 
in | of. the way whatever. hinders it, and 
it | give whatever may promote if, Gods 
t: | theughts are not as our thoughts: e 
. judges otherwiſe of health, riches, * 
2 | berty, friends, 8c; than we do- We 
m. | are apt to meaſure God by our ſelycy,. 
vs | and our own aff. ctions, which is the 


o | ground of our miſtake in this buſinef 
t, | We mind. the things that pleaſe dun 
> | & th, our ſenſes, our apperice, our fans 
9 but God minds the things that 
„concern our ſouls, and their tun haph 2 
+ | pineſs, The Saints are. much r 
: | God, and much more beloved of A 
« | +a they. are to emſeves 1 | 
þ | therefoze he will, not give them 

„ | feet, but what's meet „he will. ghee” + | 
„ | them what makes for their weal vn 
„em. happineſs, whether they 


>< 


ave it. ol. .- He, Joes: 
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wich a ſltong and powerſul love, and 
will not deny them any thing that is 
truly good for them, though they ey 
ant under it; nor allow them any thing 
that is rcally hurtful, though they cry 
er it. So will u wiſe Father upon 
Earth do by his children, to the beſt of 
His skill & power; much more will God 
then, qui pluſquam patrium amorem 
£ in ſuns, whole bowels are infinitely 
arpet & ſtronger than thoſe of a Father. 
Now' then, labpur to converſe with the 
faithfulneſs of God in the time of affli- 


4 @ions, - which is by ſtudying the Cove- 
mant and the promiſes of it, and your 


preſent condition, and comparing them 
together, and - obſerving how conſo- 
nant and agreedble they are, each in- 
ferpreting + other. As alſo by perſwa- 
ding your hearts of che conſiſtency of 


--  «fliQions with divine love and 4! 


ſtudying to retoneile the hand 
heart of God Together, But 


thpeciilly? corverſe with if! practical. 


- f a 3b 


yis holy f2dlifloment ind fertle- 
-of "heart under all * ofii@hions, 
For, whereas afflictions in therniſc ves 
ne upt to beget? a ſeutſulneſs, de- 
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þ treature. He is of purer eyes that 
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1 * 27 or at * in 

the lively" ſegle of Gods 

Fochfulnek in inflitiog them, will 

ſettle and ſuſtain it: It is a firtn and 

confiſtent thing, upon which the ſha- 

Fog fa aul may fatle ſaſely, and center ie 
{dly. 


4. Converſe with the Holineſs and © 
ſpotted Purity of God. He is * 
and ſins not; he corrects ſor 

without fin. Fury it, not in me, 
the Lord, II. 27. 4. There is no p 


Fonate malitious ectbper in the pure * 


ind holy God, no * revengfull appe: 
tite to feed upon the blood o his 


7 behold: the leaſt iniquity 3 and 9 
rer nature, than any way to mil- 

ry in any of bis dealings 3, or d 
2 Converſe ie zin f 
ofinite Holineſs of God: l 
pure,. equitable, honourable 


175 alen ip yoyt hearts... 20 
| 0 | 
pa 5 jap. 0 
Hike affe E be our ſelyes.qx 

Sur, o practically, conyerle * 
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Gods Holineſs in the time of afl cti - 
ons, by layipg even little ſins greatly 
to heart: little fins, compared with la- 
= finite Holineſs and Purity, ought to ba 
matter of great and ſerious ſortow 
tos ſenſible foul. Agiin take heed of- 
tze leaſt miſcarriages under »ffliQion, 
ol departing from God in the leaſt. This 
uno js the great duty and. care of 
every tender-hearted Chriſtian at all 
times. But Econccive we ought more 
_ eſpecially to preſs it upon our hearts 
in the time of »M*Aion ,, becauſe we | 
dite then moſt apt to indulge ſome 
F> kKiod of | humane p. ſſions, which we 
Io all natural affe tions ; as if we had a 
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Bur this 


— to care, and fear, and gie ve, and 4 
Jain, not only. in an cxtaordina - 

N even in an irregular manner, I 

let the fenſe of Gods Infinite Pu- 

and — :Holinefs, check and I 

owe. thole. very tw * * 
bey be t w th r to 

| 1 . Mn * 


band fo e. „ 


5. Couuerſe with the Fom- 
i ef Gad. That God 1s: laſmite 
F. | and Almighty in Power, I need 
not undertake to demonſtrate, No 
man hath read a leaf in Scripture-, 
or indeed turned over one leaf in the 

{ book of the creatures, that hath not 
learnt this. I need rot ſure tutij you to 
of IV particular. wighty work of God: * - 
11 | They that inſtance in his letting lcoſe 
[the virtuesof the creatures, in « * 
s el the univerſal deluge, or bind 
„ [*f their influences, as in the. caſe the 

| thece captive Rws, Daniel and Fonab, 
„ Iwhen he kept ihe fire from burning! 
ind forbade the Lions to cate one, _ 7 
4 ſh to digeſt another Prophet h 
he had (aten, do male but a pm 
gueſs at Almightincs, but a ſaint ef 
1 rr 1 
e ture cut cf nothiog, is an gx, 
be ſußzument of Divine Power , ** the 4 

Emmand of the greateſt that is l. - "io 
way ercated. Eye God duly in 1 
ion /of., 4 P | 
toi your on ſouls Ns - 
— 1. enough to fill you wi 
. N »/ as , David 


- 


. 


490 4 
N 


93 


3 


* 68 Awelome to the Plagit, 

was" filled, Pfal. 139. 14. lan e. 
. Filly. mud wonderfullyß made. But it n 
not enbughto eyt and acknowledge, t l 
admire; we muſt yet do more if we] þ; 
will rightly converſe with the Almigk I |; 
tineſs of God, riꝝ by the Acts ring þþ 
Fence and Depend nice. P 
0) 157 Revirtnce that Almighty and oh 4 
vious) God ix your bearts, who-can brity 
Inid/ihes cx quolibet, any thing out « k 
” any thing , yea, out of nothing; ya er 
any thing to nothing in a moment. Rel be 
vtrence that power of God 3 that cin 


= 4 ongaripe- upon Princes that e 
IX 15 all the men 
* Ea, to lye in the Aſhes, and mah 
- Sis Ded in the Dunghillz that can ſenl 
dome Num empty, who went out f 
2 flooriſhit:g- Hath beiidone ſo þ 
— you irben you were high hr, 
tuinbled you don from the clouds, 
rolled you in the duſt, emptied- ya 
when-yeu were full, withered you whit 4 


n were ſreſh and flouriſhing ? 
not · Cod loſe the glory: of his Almig 
. weren, tat: glorious h 


n 4 


God who can alſo bring up the ſame 
fob N the dunghil, and ſet him with 
Princes, and fill empty Naomi with a 
'w] famous off- (privg , throwing into 
gif kbp one of the Anceſtors of the 
* fab, according to the fleſh» The fame 
power that cauſed; your Sun to 80 
gh down at mid-day, when leaſt fue. 
e cin alſo cauſe it to riſe at midnight, 
hen you leaſt. bope. Dwell dot upog - © 
* probabilities or improbabiliy © © 
: but lift up thy ſelf believing 00 | 
10 be Ae. that God 12 
1 chem that; love. him, ac 
the dictztes f Den 25 
Func neſs. Thou that &y olled © 
a ba F. 225 yet ariſe and roll thy { 0 9 3 
88 thoſe, - Almighty. Arms, th >. 
ought thee thither, aud ate able i 
SY 4NGCE thee 1 5 As | have ſecn 2-CL its 3 
own by his Father off, and chrowy _— 
vitglown to the ground in a ſeeming d- 
eafyre, et clinging to the ſame hal - 
will not levit.go, gl at leg he 
*, again by it: a fit emb! 5 


nes I kis.heaygn ly 
28 if he bd. ec 
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858 A welcome to the Plague. 
wounding ' hand of God is apt to 
uma indeed, and to beget confternas 
tion and afloniſument. But remem- 
ber, the (ame hand that wounds, can 
alſo heal; he that breaks us, can alſo 
make up alf our breachcs : let this be- 
get confidence and dependance. God 
never, wounds decper, than that he 
can cali'y bind up the wound again 5 
never throws his people fo low, as 
chat they ſhoald be out of his reach. 
Take hced 3 of unſeemiy de- 
ſpondencics; cift not away your con- 
Adcnce , which hall hins 2. recom- s 
ence, if ye meintain it: A fecom- 
Pence, I fay 3 for chat God that ca” 
” Ferover the ſctting Sun, and exalt if 1 
in its beauty and brightneſs, and doth af 
"> every morning; that can cloath|*! 
ie  forlory and naked trees with 
fraves, and fruits; that can vecovet F 
-* the verde of the withering graſs/[®" 
And doth fo every year; he can alſo 93, 
cauſe light to ariſe to them that fir i 2 
9. 2 | 
M. that could give unto Ari by 
much more than that Hiya "Fe 
n x W 
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0 with at his command, 2 Chron. 2 4 
that could wy again the in 4 
ny Job, and give him . double t WES. 
a. 2 taken from him. Fob alt. 10, he 
|: can ſurely make his a glad accord- 
ing to the daics wherein be bath . 
of Med them, aud the years wherein they 
he 
n 


have ſeen evil, Pſal. 90. 15. Hecm re- 
|| compence and teſtore to his peniterit 
a [Frople the fruits which the Locuſis and 
þ ©] the Caterpillars have conſumed , ac; 
le cording to his promiſe, Joel 2. 25. " He 
Jean recompence to his people the com- 

5 forts of health and liberty, which 
in! s hath conſumed ; the comforts. 0 
a | ends and relations, which the 4 
bath devoured. He that hath mide 2 


4 the Springs ©, ( Fer 258 2 22 as 


aſily make the parchs 
10 Feet, and che abi Arg 7 
Pater, Ila. 35. 7. is you 25 
gaatly joyned together, Tal. 107» 
33 35 He turneth water ſprings 
115 grounds, & fic viciſſim. Pg 
I bre with the captiye Jews, Ezek. 
7, 11. Our bones are dryed, and 
3s loſt, C For God LN 
al 1 475 bones #0 live, . 


fs] 
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% welcome 1» the Flagar. 
with What low-ſpitited - Courtier; 
' . 2 King. I ig. If the Lird ſhoglt may ' 
" windows in Heaven, might ſuch” plenty [dl 

de in a Sm? For he did accom[ie 
pliſh it, and yet not rain it from Hes, 
ven neither. But fay with Feb rathetſit 
FhowghY be hill me, yet will I truſt inn 
biz, Job 13. 15. And with che three of 
Wortcbies, Our God whom we ſervi ul 
able to. deliver us ont” of thine band, Ol: 
Ae. 3. 17. S0, he is able to 
eliver- us out of rhine hand, O Ene 

my, O Priſon, O Sickneſs, yea out of 2 
e hand, O grave. *If we deſpond, fei 
and de dxjected both in mind and bod fr 
at the ike rims „then is our conditi da 
on indeed fad and thameſull: Nay, wel 
& more reproich God by ſuch ile 
temper. in dur affffction, than he b. 
ptoachieth us in afficting us. Make A! 
appeir , 'ChMtians," chat chough Golf 
| haech 27. yon Miu, yet you'db belief 
: that he hath not caſt you HF; and thats 
ca although you be forely Poker halle 
, yet are; not ſpaken off frum binn 
Thus you ſhall larifis the Aftghiffſco 
Sheep i the Gy of yolk ME 
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6. Converſe 'with the Inſinite 
i earchable. Wiſdom f God: prey 
xy [ly with the: Wiſdom of God in zefey 
>| tepce to his Jadgements, and aut: af+ 
ei lictions. He is infinitely, wiſe in reſe· 
0 rence to our afflictions For, 1. He 
in| mbot and what manuer, — what m 
5 correctiam we ſt aud in need of. 2, When 
u lend bow heſt to deliver 11.3. How to m 2 
'0 the beſt wſe of al for our good. 
to] Firſt, — wht, and whet many | 
- ur, and what meaſure of 3 we 
Send in need of. He is that wile Phys 
oh kcian, that knows what humour. is mo 
ody wedomivant in the ſouls of his ber 
it Wants, and what is the moſt -ptapet 
weMcdicine to purge it out; where the 
h ion corgppt blood is fertled 4 and at 
reqFhat veto let it out, He is infinite» <3 
e M knowing of the various tempers and © 
Got dite mpers of his ſervants, and can ap> 
ict) Þly bimfelf ſuitably to them all. 
* & to the meaſure and degree, he i 
ao infinitely wiſe, and exad. He 
; k 


doth weigh out the afflictions of bis 

ople to 2 grain for quantity, ned 

eraſure them to; a day and br 
2 *. an, 


by 
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"= wi Fromm, as you may ſee inf n. 
Ek Text, Iſa. 28. 27, 28. As thej 
1 9 uſes differing waics d 2 
purziog and cleanſing different ſoruſ c, 
=- of grain, beating the Fiiche with a 1; 
„ and Cammin with a Rod, be an 
hey are a weaker ſort of gra 

Il not cndure hard uſage ; but, 
p the Bread Corn, becauſe thee, eau 
not boffice, and = is ＋ the 
it all to pieces wit in 

heels upon it. An — l 5 
itude, whereby God inſinuateth his go 
iffcrent waies of correcting his peo [urge 
obſerving + (uicablencis « Jency 
h and temper , when thei 
t do, and more would over 
- cottect ſo far as 
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Hitherto ſhall ye come, and no furtbey. 
Job 38. 11. hath the ſame command 
bver theſe Metaphorical .wavcs, thoſe 
floods of affliction, which he lets looſe 
upon his people, and they cannot go 
im inch further than he hath appoint- 
ed: He faith, Hitherto ſhall this Sick- - 
neſs, this Mortality, this Perſecution 
and no further: and even theſe 
ms, and this Sea obey him. Now we 
A tonverſe with this Inſtance of Divine 
# wiſdom, not only when we obſerve it, 
de. and acknowledge it; but, 
Wy.” i, Vben it begets in us a friendly 
nd charitable t:mper toward ſecond -- 
ſh: tauſes : When we are at peace with 
de whole Creation, even with ene- 2 
mies themſelves, and in perfect chari“ 
l wich thoſe very Plagues and Sick- 
deſſes that do arreſt us: rather admi- 
XI ting and delighting in their ſubſervi- 
ey to God, than at all maligning 
Acheir ſevere influences upon us. A 
VeFBzbod man is fo much in love with the 
Pere, and holy, and perfect will of God, 
endet he deſires allo to fall in love 
ecm, at leaſt he is at peace with eve- 
ching that executes it, that ſerves the 
_ E will 
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14, JAmwelcomt to the Plague, 
| will of his heavenly Fathers He ſes}: 
vo reaſon in the world te fall out 
with, and ſret agiinſt any man, or . i; 
thing that is à means to afflict him 1 
bat views. them all. as inſtruments | 
the hand of God, readily ſerving: | 
will, and doing his pleaſure, and u 
derthis notion wars charitably affected 
towards them all. Obſerve 4 litt 
and admire, how David was reconcil 
to the Rod. becauſe it was in ch 
hand of his Father, and ſeems to kiſs uf: 
for the relation that it had to the Nie 
vine Will, 2 Sam. 16. 11. Let him ** 18 
and let 2 curſe, fir the Lord hat 
bidden bim, This gracious foul. is 
wonderfully in love with the Willi 
God, that he could almoſt find in high 
heart to be reconciled to fin it ſelf, N 
it do accompliſn it, and to be frie 
with the wrath of man, if it work t 
.righteonſucſt of Gd. And if Da 
gan. be ſo charitably eff. &:4 tows 
A cui ſigg Shi nei, viewing bim as ri 
iuiſnument in the hand of God; 
thinks we may be almoſt in love will 
any thing under that noten, ne 
much tather fy che a, pol 
' armies 
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les} harmleſs Sickneſs, Let it alone; fo let 
oy it put us to pain, for God | hath ſent 
yy it, To this fenſe. may a devout foul 
draw the words of his Saviour concern- 

ing the Woman in Mat. 26. 10. Why 
trouble ye the Woman d ſhe bath wrought 4 
= # gd work upon me: Why do ye inten- 
upt and Adlenb this diſeaſe? Why do 
fret »ginſt this Perſecutor ? Why 
0 Edo ye repine at this Priſon? it exeutes 
the will of my God upon me. What 
| though theſe men pour out their ve- 
rom in ſuch abundance ? What though 
this diſcaſe ſpend its influences 
my body ſo plentiſully? There's 10 
rale in all this; there's need of Juſt 
o much; God doth not laviſh out his 
| q Arrows in vain, nor ſhoot at rovers, 
ion han did, Who couzened His 
14.4 making him believe he Mot ata by 
| mark when he ſhot at none. A N 
bverpoured wich the ſenſe of Gods 
Infinite Wiſdom in appointing, me: 
a "ring, timing all afflictions, wilt: ea, 
0 de reconciled to a poor harmleſs cres- 
ure, which is ſet on, d taken oifae * 
: hav 5 * 's pleaſure. = | 
2. When nn ge as "Ns 3 1 
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2 and reſt ing in God, which 
oppoſed to a: larger and diſorderly. 
— towards Achverance. Then 
do we indeed own and honour the skill 
ol our Chirurgion, when we do qui- 
etly ſuffer the corroſive plaifters to 
lie on, and do not oſſer to pluck them 
doff, notwichſtanding the ſmart they 
put us to. And ſurely he that believe 
the Infinite Wiſdom of God, whoF 
knows what, ard what manner and 
mealure of correction we ſtand in need 
of, will not make baſte to be delivered 
from under his hand; but compoſeth 
him{e'fquictly ; as young Samuel laid 
himſelf down, and when he was cal- 
led; anſwered chearfully, Speak Lud 
for thy ſervant beareth. 1 
A foul ſenſible of Gods lofinite 7; 
Wiſdom in -this particular, argues | » 
dos, Wbom am 1 poor worm, (hal-J 
' 

: 

. 

0 

1 


«Fs. * 


bos (creature, that I ſhould contend 
5 . Infinite Wildom about the time 
or manner of my being in the world? 

, did not I alſo undertake 10 


3 & 
. 


- = > appoint him the time and, pcs of 
= OY " any born? Shall I Sons 3nd 
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it is not exoogh >- Ceaſe wrangling © 
ſou}, and be ar reſt, for the Lord deals 
wiltly with thee. Sach a ſoul {ſo con- 
den serſing with the all- wiſe. God, dares 
Kill. freely refer all to him, venture all 
ur'F with him; if he (mite him on the one 
to cheek, he dares turn to him the other 5 
if he take away his Cost, he dares 
3 offer- him his Cloak alſo; if he take. 
way his liberty, he dates truſt him 
OF with his life too, if he ſmite him in 
ſome of his comforts, he dares turn to 
ed him the reſi alſo ; for he knows 
red | that Infinite Wiſdom 7 eannot err in 
eth Judgement, nor 1 in his diſpen- 
aid ations. | 6 - a 
al- Secondly:, God Nel whew; and 8 
14 | bow beſt 10 deliver . This neceffari- * 
I y follows upon the former. To him — 
ite all times, and all things paſſepreſent, and. 
ues to come, are equally 8 : Ia one bu 
al. fingle/a& of underſtanding ,/ he E 

nd wonderfully comprehend bott 

me and events, ſichneſſes and gures, afflicti- 
d? ons and delivrrantes. Let the'Atheilties 
l worldicry's Theſe are they that at 
J forfaken', whom no man caurth fers 
3 1s e ww - 
7. 3Q 3 1 I 
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= God; as their manner is to blaſpheme. 
Still the ptomiſe ſtands unrepealed: in 
both Teſtaments, I will never leave 
vu, nor forſoke yon: though the caſe 
he never ſo extreme and deiperate, ſtill 
the Apoſtles words hold good, 2 Pes. 
2 9. » The Lord knoweth- bow t0 deliver 
- the: godly ont ef temptations. If all 
. p-{Tiges' be blockt up, he will rather; 
mike 2 gap in the Sca, than his peoplay 


> - (hillnot eſcape, Exod, 14. And thi 

- way and time of Gods delivering, is 
the - moſt excellent, ſuitable, and cer- 
tain; as might abundantly appear: in 
many. patticulars; But that would 
be a digreſſion. In the general, be 
jiſſureck chat Gods way is the beſt -way 

of deliverance, and his time is allo 
the beſt time. He that fits as a Re- 
fer of. Silver, knows how, and when 
td take out the metal, that it be pu- 
"Bd, and not hurt. Here 1 might 
enter into à large diſcourſe, and ſhe w 
pon how the judgment of man is 


. FT, EE ESTS TW 


5? 8 deccived 3 and his expe- it 
- Eations: diſappointed, which he had 
daft upon creature probabilities, || '« 


time the purpoſe: | 
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o God takes place 'in-a fare better and 
more comfortable deliverance of his 
16 | fervinrs. | But it may ſulſice to have 
e Moted it only. 
Il 3. © Oar-duty is to converſe with this 
t. | Inſtance of Divine Wiſdom by the (x- 
y. | erciſcs of Pati ence and Hope. lf God ſcem 
— tarry long, yet wait patientiy for his 
arances ſer ige will appear in the” * 
acceptable time, and in the end ye 
conſider is, and acknowledge *. 
Teke heed of limiting the Holy One 
of rat, 28 that murmuring geteratis 
on did, Pſal-78.41. Fake heed of fixing 
of yo def verunte to- fuck or ſacks . > 
train and ſeries of cauſes 3 13 
have laid in your own heads, of 3 
engaging God to act by your Method? I 
If God be a wiſe Agent, it's fit he houl@ ©" 
beaftee Agent too *Beur up Chriſt - 
an ſoul, faint not when thou art - 
biſked eim C an 
Lord, and he will in que time, "find out 
#way eicher of leſſening it; or \xe@dby® 
ing it. Ton bat heard of ; Ne pu- 
1 of” Job, a you - Save fan" 4b 
end ef iithe Lord, June 5. In B. 
e and you al ſee it b 4 
E 4. { | 
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7 Iufinite Wiſdome, in knowing how, 
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Chae end than ever you could have 


In, the mean time, cheriſh-in 


de: For your lives and comfort: 
areal! hid in him, in whom alſo. arg. 
hid alt the treaſures. of wiſdom and 
knowledge, As the conſideration of 


and when beſt to deliver us, may ſett 
our hearts that they do not riſe up a 
a ſoam upon the waters through im- 
Patience; ſo it may bear. up our 
- hearts, that they do not fink within 
Us — the waters through de- 


Thad „G knowetb- bow 10 weket 
"= the beſs #/> of - al for. our good. I lay, 
ef all, bothof the affliction, the man- 
ner and meaſure, of it, of his delay 
- and of the ſeaſon which he chaſes to 
ente He can make Pant im- 
ptiſonment turn to his advantage, Phil: 


catcr - Tob wht. Foſepb's ba- 
e him great; and Ma- 
good. | 


4 


— — 


03 
t 


n 
d 
u 
* 
f 
| 
( 
| 
] 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


A welcome te the Plague. 82 
Mile into it particularly. Take lin 
one word from the Apolile, Kim B. 28. 
"All things. do work 7 gether for good 10 
them that love God. What eber 
re. premiſes be, the only wiſe God knows 
nd * to draw a happy concluſion from 
them. Get a firm belief of this tradi- 
cated in your hearts, and Converſe wi 
Karo of God in this inſtance; 
by the great Grace of Self- refigneti- 
en. The Soveraignty of God may well 
work us into a r{ignation of our in- 
tereſts, and comforts, and concen- 
ments to him; But this Infinite Wie. 
dom of God ought in zeaſon to WW 
ke” us into a reſignation even of out very 
„ wills unto him. Oh this debaſirg of 
l. will, this  ſelf-refignation is a. no- 
1 | ble and i mgenuous act of a p'ous ſoul 
o 1 (for fo Ldare call Him in whom it js 
| | found) whereby. it honouts God great>' ' 
. [V in all that / comes upon W & 5 
is. | godly foul r ſelf N 3 
of. many things, bu — | with an-, 8 


— 


fo; en 


Soth cogefude it would not be good 
for it to be at its own finding, of cares: 


: 2 carving: and duly Aug ing, that 
e mind and -underfianding, who 
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in 4 wonderfull, unzcecountable - man- 
ber, orders all things, and all events to 


te beſt and cectain iſſue, is ſo maſter- 
+ Cedby, and indeed chamoured with the 


ſenſe * it; that he renounces his 
own wiſdom, and throws out his own 
elamorcis will, and complies readily 
wich the all- wiſe God. This is truly 


d converſe with the Wiſdoin of God, 


when we do but of choice refer out 


” Res toit, and row! our ſelves upon' 


it. Every bare aknowledgement of | 
Divine Wiſdom is not a proper con: 
verling with it'; but nr the ſame is 
wrought into the foul , 3 the lively 


Y uſe of it doth 10- over power the 


heart th ar the will is 8 to cloſe 
adily with fach Methods as God 
I "to uſe to 9 bis a 


his 
Ipfalmiſt, and he is 
| * 1 John 4. 8. Thoſe. dread- 


heedamd much of chat which is ſpoken 
there, may be indiffeveutly applxed h- 


cher. Therefore, 


1 wich the a 
* Gorodneſe”, Love , and Merty of 


cd. God! is. jnfaitely ; and un- 


changeably loving--and ;macikall to: 


ſaith tho 


and tertiiying apprehenſions:. 


I which men have of the bleſſad and: 


good God, as if he were fone: au 


deſtroy that chearſull and In 

nuous Converſe with him which: 
the creature ſhould maistain — 
its Creator at all times: Bat ches 
we we moſt prone.” to entertain. 


| thoſe apprehenſions, and to bar 
but fuch unſeemly notions: of him, 
Shen be appears in the way of n. 
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ople: He is goody; faith tb 


ſtere and ſarly.- Majeliy. , yer 40 E 
piſſi m and revenge, are we; 


ate, .whert we "toda ee bo 
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frame- notions of God according tao 
what we find in our own diſpoſition, to 
fancy a God like unto our ſelves; and t 
therefore we cannot eye an ailliting | þ 
God but we preſently conclude an 
any God; as though the Ecerriat){ fi 
Pure Being were — to paſſi. G 

ons and changes, as we are. Theſe ap- Ih 
prehenſiont being once drunk into the a 
ſoul, it becomes unhinged preſently, and : 
c 


almoſt afraid to behold the face of love 
it felf, but flyes and hides it ſelf, as4J< 
Adam in the Garden! or if the ſouls M 
do converſe with God: at all, it is as 2 [8 
QEQty that is beſieged converſes with] - 
che cnetfiy without, viz. ſending out a» 
wcwc ſeek peace, and to obtain a ceſfation w 
-:. of Arms. And ſo a ſoul may beſlom w: 
much upon God, (urrendes up the f fi; 
|: 

16 

for 


Calle, give him all chat be hath al⸗ 
maſt, not for any love that he bears 
10 him; but as Joaſh gave Hazact 4 

„ et of old and precious [thingy 
to ire him to depart from him. 2 Kii bn 
13. 18. On then they will up and; de 04 
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 AWwelcome te the Plague. 857 
to angry God. Every one will converſe: © 
to with God as an enemy in time of . 
id )j tremity ; hang out a flag ſor peace 
ng | ſend preſents , pay a. homage , ſend 
an] Embaſſadors, to entreat his face : Rut 
= few know bo to. converſe with the 

{| Goodneſs and - Mercy. of God, wich 
p. him as their dear and only friend in 
he a time of aſſſiction, freely and cheat 
nd fully. Now there ſeems to be à dou- 
vel] ble account to be given of mens not 
as] converſing with the Goodneſs and 
ul Mercy of God in the time of uh 
2 Gions. 
ch 1, Many cannot n ben the Morey 
ut and Kindneſs of God, when be is in 
on} way of. bis Fudgementss If it be Paaf 
why: am L thus? cryes the poor — 
he ſtrugling under its burden, | and travel- 
| ing: in fangs ta be ddivered of- its 
eres. uabelievingly argues“ 
if Gideom:( hoon was : otherwile: famous 
Jer faith) in the time of his: bitter ; 
ae: under the r il 4 
when an. 8 from 9 
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A becauſe,,vf the ingaiſh of. 
his foal, but:crics out, Ob my Ln, if/ 
the Lond bt with ur, why is alf this evil 
| - % s No, the Lord hath for- 


us; for he hath: delivered us 
into the hands of the Midianiter: 


-_ 


The 
fad: foul is teady to cry concerning) 
*  Chuifis gracious preſence, as the two 
Siſters concerning his perſonal pre- 
ſence, Fob. 11. 21, 32. Lord, if thox” 
Hadi been bere, my Brother had not dy- 
ed Lord, if thou hadſt been here, if 
8 thou had loved me, if thou hadſt had 
any delight in me, my Brother had not 
dycd; my husband, my wife, my Chi- 
"dren had not dycd ; I had not been 
thus plagued, afflicted, wounded, tor- 
mented as. Lam. Hence we hate thoſe: 
many complaints of the affſict ed ſoul," 


4 by % & " * 
„„ "I, with» 
7"; Fa 
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Lord: forgotten 10 be gracious? I. bis 


Merey cle an Halb he ſput „ 
tender 2 ng 
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up and down the Pſalms; Hith be 
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| | Gove of God. Now this gre evitfſcems: 
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i ariſe froth thele te cauſes,” az. Our 
nel furt of God und bir Divine Diſpe- 
firions, by our ſelves and hum ant Pa 2 
and affeftions, as T hinted before? Aud 
our meaſuring the Love of God too thine 


4 by the Priporeion' that be 1 4 
ral property 'Woe to Him in 
| ay of diftrefs, that was wont to judge” 


of this world. Eceleſ g. 1. This, Tay 


of Divine Love :by the things that ate. 
before him, 4s Salomon calls the rhings 


is the temper, the infitmity of at in 


the time of aff Fions: though Indeed; 


there be no reaſon for it. For Why 


> 


- 1 
8 i * 
"* + 4 
®. = - . 
. 2 9 * 
<> * 
1 . . « & 
g * Py. 4 
4 
= Py * * L 
ft * p * LS» 


. — — 7 
r — F *. 


2. Other do indęed believe the 
e mercy. of God to them 
in a time of affliction, hut eilber 1bey, 


cannot, or dare not, or will not con- 
verſe with it, nor take comfort in it. 
They remember God with the. 
Plalmift, Pſal. 77. 3. i. e, the Goods, | 
neſs, Bounty , Mercy of God ( faith; 
Mollerss) and yet at the (ame time, 
are troubled; their hearts are unquiet, 
flüctusting, tumultuous within them. 
The foul is fo impreſt with the ſenſe 
of fin which it hath contracted from, 
the confideratipn of its ſufferings, that 
. t dares not preſume to meddle with, Jay, 
Mercy, but though this Mercy obs 
God be its own, yet it is ready to think I. 
that it is a duty to forſake its own Mer for 
. _-eiesas though it beard God chiding it 
in the words of Feb to Forams ſcout, ei 
2 King 9. 18, Wat bajt tho: 10 dd 
with --peace? What haſt thou to do 
with Mercy? turn ye bebind me. Ane 
attlicted foul hath much ado to be 
evt it to be a 1782 of Go with, 
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2 Power of God 3 z but thicks 
it very improper, 

if act unſafe; 1 — — his 
Merey. It is 2 to cry with Solo- 
Jen preſentiy, In = 2 f proſperity 
95 wk bus in the day of ad con- 
fider: or with the Apoſile, 7 any be 


h. ry, let him . Bag Pſalms. Cons 

05 wich the Goodncſs of God ſeems not 
t, Ito be a duty of this ſeaſon. I conſeſ 
n- ſchis is a high and hard duty. Evesy 
ſe, [{matterer-in;. Religion will cry- out 


m. bis eiflickion, Thou att juſt add 1 _— 


at tec Oord: But, Thou at 


th, land merciful 2 Bleſſed bes che maine 0 


of dhe Lord, is the voice of + F,b only 
nk. 1. 21. But it is a duty, though a hard 
one ; and affording much pleaſute and 
K — to them that{are'-cxer< 


45 tity of God doth not fail, that 


ods sMi.&s them moſt, is 


12 Fon though - he Þ 
1 8 6-24 in and upon us, _— 
2 diceternatly unchiangeabl geably: the! 


Sto che Blague, By. 


| flified, let him pray; if he be mers © 


d;therein. That the kindneſs und 


bor is not broken off from his 
os No nor - ſuſpended — 2 
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| Give, Jer. 1417 - And though some dg in 
go" * his people: ſcem % 


to be'raggh> and ſevere, yet if we judgy A 


right di them, they are all | 

and Truth towards'itHem that: keep (his 
Covenant, Pſal, 25.10. Ang that the af 
people of God ought to converſe willi el 
this Divine Love add mercy cven in 
their grrateſt. afflictione, is tary ! 
To this purpoſe 1 might Wedge t el 
ſore quoted example of heir ob; and} 
t enforce this Doctrine from thaÞu 
words, Phil. . 4 and ram]. | 


%. e egen ye folb:1 iu 


Ilnowiod&s char it 4s 6 al 


to keep up a right frame d Fc 
converſe. rightly with the die are 8 > c 
nels; and Gvodneſs of God at the | 
time, the:one frame. is ready: T 

out che other. Sorrow is apt to ce 
tract the heart, and deſtroy the Ia 


and cheerful temper of it: And j 


doth: dilate and enlarge it, and 


= _ to make it forget its - riet 


Bat though 3 be hardy yet: it is pat 
ſible : Tele two may vel ICT ali mi 


e 24 


Jon the Emes ſou), according to that in 
Bol. (25 11. e e trem- 


4 
ws ling 
4 But how muſt we convetſe; with the 
is JLove and Mercy of God in the time of 
afliqions ? I have partly prevented my 
If in this already; but I (hall ſpeak 
plictle more diſtinctly of it. We do 
„t then converſe; with the Good- 
eſs and Mercy of God, when we bare- 
Jy think of it, or acknowledge it; 
heut, | 
n 1. ben we believe and apply. its an. 
At to our. ſelves the Pars F it, 
wo look;thtough the aldude thati. _; 
round about us, «tid quite. covet; © 
and by the eye of faith Webel in 
ountain and Father of Light: when 
can look beyond the frowns that 
nahe in his face, and the Rod that is in- 
Ws hand, and ſer the good will that: 
on cl s in the heart of God ge . 
lore eſpeciall , 10 
2. When we do not only lee nd 155 
ere it, but alſo draw vertue and inffu- 
1 uno ſrorn t into ous foals, tor 
dliſh, ſettle, and ſatistie then Not 
much when we: fee it, as when: we: 
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take 
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| taſte it; when we feel the Sun of Ri 


teoaſnels warm us, though it do oi 
dazle us 3 and though we cannot pd 
celve it to ſhine upon! us, yet we fie 
it to ſhine in us. We do then co 
verſe with the Love and Mercy of oF * 


in an afflited ſtate, when the fan 


doth bear us up, not only from u 
ter ſinking, but even from inordindf« 


forrowing 5-when we dm a 'virt 


from it into our ſouls to fuſtain then 
a and to cheriſh them too. TM 


Seer, Fob 19. 25. and the Plalc 


; 

* 

comforts himſcif in his living Re 
7 


as 10 flip, Fſal. 94. 18, 19. WP 
the N ” jak 
thy — delight my ſoul. In e 


word, wo converſe with Divine Goody" 
_ * neſs; when we are really e. 


. 


its nd with Altaighty Love, 


„ and humble con Vit 
hae ſelves into the ve ar 
: when we receive ii 1 


it from 
her 
to 
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| Far then indeed do we. moſt hap- 
converſe with the Love and Good 
f wy of God, e 
live upon it; when we. being aſ⸗ 
ed of an intereſt in a loving and 
Jod God, do render up our felves 
* | unto. him, in the moſt, beautiful- - 

becoming affections of Loye,: Jon 
confidence, — holy Delight. 

f — frame; and ec, it 
much for our intereſt, thus to 

Switch God in the time of our aſſlicti 
is a high way of glorifying God, 

prioging much credit to A 

gindecd he that keeps up this frame, can 2 
„e 2flicted but in en be Rs the, © 
greater half of the evil: vio, 

ever ſo ſtormy a time without 
om upon his houſe, upon his 

gooc 5, upon his Telations, yea. * 
is own. body; yet it is a calm 
rithin 3 in the ſoul there is peace. nd, 
[01 tranquility. * 
ind Laſtly (and . everla 

F ſpe ). we are to. converſe with tha 
offffivite; /elf-ſofficien Faluef ef .Ge 
dy of the. greateſt 

s, a fl ſhould lay, ot ilk 
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one ſingle Attribute, but with the v 
Godhtat of God, the immenſe r 
ion: of God, the Allie bf che "Deity 
Oh how ſeafonably doth this bleffed d 
joy is ſelf to the ſout in a rink 
l Sens, loſſes, mortalities, perk 
„eben we are moſt emptied 
enjoyments, and the emp 
1 doth moſt appear ! fa 
i - theſe two doth our converfing 
wien God much depend. I need r 
M yen how apt we are to live belidg- 
; when we have our fill ol o th 
a whilſt -- we can 
tain dur hearts with u created fes Ac 
neſs;” we fooliſhly forget and negll 4 
the ſupream good. And fo fond 
Unrkaſonable is this aff. ion, that 
warning; no precepts will ſerve 
tau; God is forced to brerk that 
rom us; from which we would t 
broken Sure I am, the ble ſſcd 
bountiful God envyes not bis * ferval 
of their creaturc- comforts or 
fs 5 but he loves them (as 1 f 
| befertJwich u Ardg img powerſul lon 
Wd: will”? tier yy them 0 lit 
10 much 10 theit loffes & hey 
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— noble affections ppon 
ory things, in the evcrlaſting 
| . p — af which: the they. cduld never 
$44 tm Now-iliRtions are 2 ne- 
xiv, if we ſpeak ly, even 'as 
s is 3, ad when ever we are afflicted 
ey kind p. we are cmpticd of Tome _ 
od uur good, an poventy is nothing 
hut: -the abſence of riches :-ficknets 
want of eaſe, of order, of licalth 
the conſtitution: reſtraine js dhe 
s oſ liberty, &c.. So then it apptars, 
T chat in a time of aftlition ,, God 1 
$4. emptying us of creature · en 
er indeed affliction it ſelf tis lieels t 
nothing elſe hut ſuch an emptying or 
40% deprivation. And that then the 
ess of the creature doth moſt 
Pear, I ſuppo ; all will, graut. 1 
ck perſon looks upon his decayed 
4 dee, and — and 
is fcelingly convinee ef che uuth ef 
the Seripture, Aut is gf 
& —.— caſts about his eyes with wm 
n, ant fees 5 be 
4 1 like — 1 
*. his Own. words, Chilab and 
ol Are: eng or r 
60 deſne 
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defire of ones eyes token ae wit bf 


rie! Another ſtes his goods 


ed away before his face 3 and his 


on firc before his eyes, and then bl} 
out, chat he hath a r 


— of thoſe things, which 5 
8 ago obſer vd, Prov, 183; 4 


Wiler tak themſelves wi s and 


7 ba rightly lay to heart thel | 
2 nature of them : but 'w A. 


* ſhadows \ -when. God pours them © 
dab they were unſtable as water 


Na then in ſuch a eaſe, en Arch 


anch 1 an Eagle towards Heat 1 f 
Whiln we ſee the creatures ſtand, 
will not believe but they are ftableyſ 
while we ſee them fair and flouriſh 


_ 


we ſer ihem c down, 'we do then ce 


clude they were but flowerr; when we! 
ſee) them flitting, we conclude they: „ 


upon the ground, we are then convi | 


Fo. ſhew us whar the beſt of our cre 
ture - enjoy ments are, God ig force 
to take them quite away, that they 
do more. 


220 _ 2 © 2 


convetſe with the 
bem Fan of. God. DEAN 


in is ſcaſomable ſeaſaubie now it is yo 


mA i: I 


* 
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2 PR now it will be your greateſt poli- 
J if chat chanel, that ercature-cha« 
be opt, in Which your aſfections 
14K wont to run too freely turn® _ + 
+ ſiream of them into their . # 
425 acl in which. they may run <P 
{and neither ever meet * obſtructi- 
nor ever over · flow. NS 2 3 
row up into acquaintance — 5 
ah God by creature-breaches and dif- 
appointment.  More.particularly; - con- 
— with the ſelſ. ſufficient dat 
60d, 
. I. By the act of Crimmeedenyela The 
ing of an infinite, abſolute, uncreared: 
i Fulnc(s in a right manner, takes off 
oe foul from all created Os. 
F carthly. things : even as the behol 
in Of the Sun in its glory, dazles 
eye to all things below. God be 5 
i great in the eye of the od ey 3 
ennot ſee the poor motes of 
oomſorts. Give a ſoul a feeling tat of 
che infinite ſweetneſi and ſulneſs o-brsW 
* Serv pa and its ert were the pon 


2 1 83 'to — 
fe, ſhol drink. of 1be; water: ther | 
Fall gin bim, frail gener - thirft > of 
is, not aſter any other thing. Like un 
1 hich is that Goſpel promiſe, / 

o. they (hall not thirſt, who do: 
—.—5 ſprings of water. When this 
tain. is opened in the cye of che 
aul and the Soul begins to taſte of it, 

* ret BN deeper of that indeed, but: 

all other waters, waters of the Ci. 

Hera, the Soul looks upon them as not 

| or at leaſt. as being bitter, wa» 
ters of Marab in compariſon; we do 
then ttuly converſe with the infinite, 
felf-fufficient.. Fulne(s. of God, when 
We look upon all created g 00d wih « 
obe diſdain, arc content to part 
- -- With it; or if we do. ſtill joy it, 
ate reſolved to injoy it only in God, 
id fo look-ppon it, and love it, oni 

beam from the Father of Lights 3 a$ 

= of the - intinice Fountain 0 

1 SS Tell me, is it not © 

0 ; and you! in. that many role 
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a mi go? Mei — 

ing to ſu — as 
* Dalilab to Sampſon , Judg- 18. 15 
How can ye (ay, you love me, when 
your heart is not with me? Tu theſe 
mens hearts, methinks = i 
Doctrine ſhould ſtrike cold, 
6. 21. Where your treaſure- i ,- 
will your beart be alſo : And 
— of his beloved — a 1 72 ? 
2. 15. "If any man loves the world, the © 
love of 1bt Father is not in him. Let 2 
man pretend and ptoſcſs what he will; _. 
and in words niſie the Fulneſs — 5 
Suſficiency of Gol as much as he win; 
if in the mean time his ſoul be: bound © © 
vp in the creature, ſuch a mans Reiß 2 
gion: is vain: nay indeed his . 5 


* N 


on of God becomes a real — 7 


ing of him, and a blaſphcmy again! 
Reaſon it — La your low gliceny: © 
4 of all created good in.) compariſon” 
F 
* 3 to 4 — TEM hn of 2 | 0 
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the trüe and  honounble eſteem, the 
tte and feeling ſenſe that you have in 
your hearts of the infinite ain ſelt· ſuſſũ · 
dent Fulneſs of God. For, however 
men may make a' ſhift: to cheat chem» 
ſelves, God is not truly great in the 
2 ein all other things become as mo- 
neither doth the ſoul rightly oon. 
5 his infinite Fulneſs, fo long as 
po rote flands in oppoſition to it, or 
vorhipetirion: with it; | 
; 4 5 Converſe wii the ſelf-ſufficient 
1 'of God by vhe grace F Faith: 
bs an by that act of it, whereby we 
do intereſt dur ſclves, and 2s it were 
Wrap up our own fouls in this Fulneſs, 
and make it our own. And herein 
there is no danger of an humble fouls |: 
being too bold or yenturous::: For the 
- Proctamacion is ſull, and the Invitation 
ee; Ie; 55 1. Job. 7. 37. Rev. 22. 1 
in ſever will, let him tale Fit 
iche water of life freely, What Sentes 
lies of — foul-- in regard of the} {6 
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unt aliens” intereſt fed wfuits it doth © 
not converſe with things divine, |» 
with dnothers, but as its own. And 2 
indeed we cannot truly and comfors 
tably converſe: with the Infinite Perſe-. 
\-Rion and Fulneſs of God, if we have 
ns title to it: but then we conwerſe 
with God, when we converſe-with ous 
"own God, not anothers : :; when the ſoul 
is able to ſay, All this: Fulneſs of Pd. 
er, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, is all mins ia 
my head Chriſt: Jeſus , for in him 4 
this \Prlneſs dwells, Col. 2. 9 ard le 
dwelleth in me; in bim are. hi AN . 
theſe treaſures, Col. 2. 3 {my . - 2 
- life Alſo u dd il Chrift in od, is 
— Was in Col. 3. 3. Lou ſee then; Yeh 
that a. ſoul cannot converſe with. -the E 
- Tofinite; Fulneſs and. Self- r 
| by bun by Chriſt ; fax itzis in and. * 
on 4 by him that we teceive of Diyine: 2 
fohn 1, 16. Hence was that bf 
the devant Father, _——— 
Deus 46:which I may add, Tele Je- 
oe of tolls. 1 The ene 2 
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bat for. all that I periſh-with» hunger: 
o is there living waters evermure in 
this uncreated life, this infinite Spring 
af all perfection; yet many ſouls 6 
chbakt with thirſt, becauſe the ſoun- 
tain is not theirs 3 it is a fountain | 
ſealed-, as Solomon ſpeaks in another 
caſe ; The” well in deep; and they have | 
axbing to: draw "with, as the Wome © 
ſaid concerning, ahother Well, Fob, 4. 
Therefore be ſure you get an intereſt n 
tte Fulneſs and Suffictency of God; o 
e Shaman ſpeaks in another caſe (Priv. 
*Y 2 Drink waters out of thine guy | 


' I 
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5 Hi 4$54 3 
4% 2 3 — with 44 2. E 1 
wo Palnſr of Cod, by de lighting © you / 

N Drink of this F6untainzyes | 


„ drink benden ye be of G0 
e 5 & yea, lie — 

* lves 

WR in it; Euter ian the Foy 

. "hel, be down in his boſome;- 


. 2. yen, barke your 
; rlelves in his Love and Fuldes; The 
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FRY and Confidence, and 4 Delight, 1 
” ſclſ down in the boſome of Jeſus, q 
doch not ſecd with him, but feed upon 
bim, and his Alſufficiency. Then dowe 
converſe indeed. feelingly and c- 
fortably with the Infinite fulneſs, ben 
the Soul is ſwallowed up ity it, Hoch =. 
_ neſt in it, is filled. with ic, and centred 
upon in. Oh the noble and 3 2 
Put of true Religion, that diſd 
the purſaic of low and created 1 
. carryed out with delight to Gel rt 4 
| dwell, and lire upon uncicated Fulnef X 
Then is a Soul raiſed: to it juſk;a N. 
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ſe x e nothing elſe to nouriſh it. But 
e thae| hves upon uncreated Ful-.] 
nes, is never at a-lols, though be Þ 


- loſe never ſo much of he creature: 


For who will value the ſpilling of 


'a diſh of Water, that hath a well of 


'hvipg Water at bis door, from 
wWheiet he had that, and can have 
More: 2s good, though not the 


blame Nay, to ſpeak properly, this 


ie the only way to loſe nothing. For 


how |: can. be be properly ſaid to 


; any thing, who poſſcſſes all 
* ens Be he 1 am fare, 


filledwith- the - Fulneſs ; of God, | 
e lie thereſote, chat in the want, f 


che loſs of all things, you live up- 


the Fountain-fulneis, delight your 


in the Lord, after the example 
* 1 the e Haba. ap. 3. 


4 Sh, a, | 
11 277 Some through che Dodrinal 


r of my (Diſcourſe upon theſe F 
15 Which was the thing 1 


am uy intended. Many -Ioferences 
nigh be men from it. But Ifhall 
dent my ſelf to forbid, and ſo a it 
3 word 
: by 2 + * 


rote eee, 9 
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things that hindenthis great d 
* with. one ward of 


5 1 e (jon with — 
fe, the poor, log, and ſcant. en- 
ioyments of this, world: For 2 
15 call, them, though 2 
Ae in the opinion .of 
have than, and, never .o Ix @ 
ertion that any one 
12 are low in compuiſon of 
that high and ſupreme, good: er. which . 
' thedopl ras age? 25 Ke tg 
e ox. latisfaction that 
canpollibly give. Far indeed dihoſe f - 
” Gall and ſenfual ſouls that take-up their 
reſt. and happineſs. moſt. in them, arg. - 
tly  fatisficd; but, farlgnted 
25 Weh, but for. the. hs 
ther. There ere many aufs 
'F "and, burtful wayes e 
verſing with created - comforts ; 'X: will 
not run thorow 7 . tete 
N 2 . 8 0 5 Ae 
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I i infeQes?- This were indeed to go 4 
du v the King of Jrach, with much |. 
dite Preparation, to catch | Fleas, | 
de not but that wiſe men may look. 
| into fecon® cauſes ,' and make many 
tab Obſervations from them, 
For 'ptefent and future; and all 
5 hom ay "and 'onght to learn many 
wholeſfom leſſons even- from the in- 
Krunient that afflicts them: But ſure * 
- Fam; godly man will not dwell upon 
5 Re will not fix here, but readily 
reſolve all into an higher cauſe, and fo 
flalls to ebnverſe with that: Much les 
3 Will be blame or murmur at 4 poor 
> KarenleGs Arrow, chat firw: no ſur- 
ter hau it was ſhet, nor pierced no 
than it was bidden. Yea, thougly 
th ond baute wert a ſinful cauſe, a: 
rifions?? e und ſo conſtquently 
: Red ious and evil pri nciples 3 
2 pd / foul knows bow to diftin- 
* him“ und hin action: he 
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+ & Nay, Iwill 


| be ſought diligently; 
W ally. They that know the Infinite! 8 2 
. veraignhty,. power and Wifdom of God n 
vill not tye him to me, much les 
1 to theſe Or thoſt particular meats d 4 
Bat on the other hand, they that . 
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vo 


;- of Atheiſm and abjurstion of 
{ad to retain. the Devil himfclf 
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wich weatineſs; and the knees wiel 
onde: ad the ears of the moſt de. 5h 
. hearers with. . cya Uf 
1 and; the wv | 4 

in «ſhot; pw eras * 

all . inſiance cin the moble duey * 
2 the: pious ſoul goa 
0¹ n 2 "& 
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dic accompatiy it J end there the fane7 
a Aaracts, Ne ſenſes divert; and in“? 
1 all the members are ready 1 
thy the Truams, if not the aint, 
690 : eſpecially the brain; where W 
bal dis enthroned, is ſuddenly” u- 
I fironcd wü a rde rout of ſluggich 1 
epours ariſing from the ſtomach, and > 
dy. no longer able to d * = 
"64 52a them, falls down dead "mt - © 
Mie midi of them: Irfornuch/ that "3 
Ide poor foul is ready to with ſome - 
Imes with the bros dane | 
ob that I bad in the Wilder Ou 2 
hat 1 might leave * wy 


8 
3 


* 
* 
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| it ſuſtainſog Mir dom denn 
Ferſcutions fd Goc? Cone 


. eee 2 

* au dungeon 3 come, my feet, fil i 
vour ſelves into theſe ſtocks 3 cone, -1 
my hands, draw on theſe fetters, theſe 
Iron bracelets „ come, come drink th | 


- cup that my Father gives thee. Buy 
o, how it follows to the ſtake ! what * i 


* 5 making „ſhrivelling, trembling, and e 


3 tancy* may you ſee in the whole wolu 
Mruckure of it! The head hangs downer 
Ie run over, the lingy quaver; 


- the- ſhoulders i pull back, The hands ith, 
the knees knock together, ande 


"8 | whole fabrick i is ready to tumble 


don ſos fear of falling. Either tat © 
rk (as ſome interpret] or to that 
of Prayer (as otheis) doth ng K. 
: * 5 pa Saviour reſet, Mark, 14. 3! 
E The: iris: indeed i, -willing ,. but hf 
mea lt ſeems the ſpirit c | iy 
6+ weakeſt Chriſtien is Hong, though 
SO. Cu we have ſeen) of the" 
Saint is weak: Though if e 
* is not properly the weaknellF* 
in dhe © body, that / Lam to ſpe K 44 
t he; influence that the v. 
— - to - weaken. tha Act 


' 7 R eing. NOD 
* 7 * | | 6 * 5 | ” 
4 Fm , Life. 


ir {elf becomes almoſt ill af ce 
* ſervice of God. Im mot' '{ 
Iaoch blaming the body, becauſe it had 
Loced by terſon bf its ſlothfulneſe 10 
{bc arawu on to duty; 3 but becauſe by 
ks influcnces, it draws on the tout 
Nato from them : for ſo we find it by _ 
Troll experience, that if the body do 
>, che foul cannot walker; je cans © * 
dear vithoat the ear, nor fee” 
thor eyes; ſo that the bodies = 
carineſs at length ends in the ſouls 
* and the weakneſs eh >x * 
Stowe to be the fin yo — 1 3 
1122 % wy A» 
2 'Whila weare in the body; we u 
z diſtance from God, as tœ mf 
Wn with him ;, we are eliranged com Þ 2 
Nou ſhip with him ; and this is -indee@ © >= 2 
be abſent tom the Lords: 
many weaty and uncomfortable $1 
Mes do poor Sims live at a greet - 2 * 
ice from their God, their Lie 
| de Hippineſs, whilſt they: are EY a 
igir worldly pilgrimage, in their Cage 2 
8 ! On how many days do hey o $2 
t God, and are ape to think that 
1 forgotten them 1001 How: - 
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do they live ſometimes.,_ as it” were 
without God in the world, their. ſou 
being; ſyrfeited with . carnal. pleaſurgh 
benummed with fears, frozen | wit 
ſelf love, choaked with cares, ſtifle 
with. grieſs, and ſeem to have 
more. fecling of God theit life, than Sh 
body in the duſt hath. of; the, ſoul it 
"life Oh; What « heavy yoke doth 4] 
- poor-ſoul draw under, w 16 plo 
and barroms te the fiſh, | 
At up its head to Heaven! Oh bow, 
44 . our intercourſe with God obſuuuc 
aon behalding of him Obfcureg « 
entertaining of him prevented 440 
'. enjoymcnt of him diſturbed and 
ted, our love to him deadned., 
bis jove to us damped ours . 
= Gdred jnfirw, and his tendred inſen 
Ts and all by this make- hate mg 
al fleſh! Alas what ; uncertaintie 
bod vieiſſudes, what chan ging 4 
ings; turnings and wind ings 
Les pilgrim fouls here exeral 
What breakings and piecing 
rehoncilistions 3 dont s 6 
n 5 und partisg 9 ailing, and 
0 aps and danios 1 what N 
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py to e 


Is wt backwards ' doth the poot 
led foul experience in this ani» 
. ſtate! The - flouriſhing foul wi⸗ 
the lofty foul Janguiſhies4 
'vigorous foul fainteth' ; the nim- 
| foul flaggeths the devout ſoul 
nan ooneth 3 the lively ſoul ſickeneth; | 
| id is ready to give up the Ghoſt x "a 
ſhe that was -a while ago-refts 
and gjoryivg in the arins of her 
. anon lyes embracing à dung- 
„ and hath almoſt forgotten that 
it the was happy z her peace 'in x 
ted, her reſt is diſturbed 5 hen 
werlt with Heaven im etruptedd , 7 8 
incomes from God are ſe and,. 
Nesble, her outgoings: to him are 15 
and lazy, and the rivers of hen 
vine pleaſures are almoſt dryed unge 
al this, whilſt — 3 i 
and indeed" a2 t part 
3 of this body in — * 
4s : The animal body keeps it 24 | 
ent from! the: Lord,; rr we -- 
| dot converle with kin * 
enjoy him, live upon e 
Din. The body 
F for chis- animal Gate, 4 wr 
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drawing down the Soul, when-it wou 
rzife up it ſelf in_contemplation ' 

- and communion with the bliſf:4 G d 
Ap fo, 

1. The Neceſſities. of the body | 
Kinder the fouls communion with thi 
Lord. Not that the neceſſities of th 
body are ſimply in themſelves to | 
blamed, but the Caring ſor theſe doi 
{© exerciſe the Soul in thigghate, thi 
it cannot attend upon G withot 
diſttaction. Oh how much doth Ll. 
neceflary caring for meat and e 

_ food” and phyſick 3 yea, the orderit 
of temporal affairs, eftrange frc 
& communion: and conyerſe with God: 
fo that the foul, like poor Martbe,? 
cumbred with many cares, and buf 
with much ſerving in this houſe, an 
erinot-attend fo devoutly and enti 
it ought upon the Lord. 
2 body be pinched with pain, th 
jul: cannot be at reſt, but muſt nee 
out for relief: If the body! 
iched with hunger and thief, | 
Ee no:wef — 
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le 6 is 2 wonderful 2 * hem" - 
are ſecret , how the foul ces 

kmpathize. with the body, and fo hune 

— a Knowledge, but, as it were; 

{ecling of its neceſſities > ho 

ne to de conveyed, to the Soul, and | 
it. comes to be thus feed, with | 

the But we find it ſo : And wileed+ 
ſpeak truth, it ſerms pncefls 

nN ol thi 

» It . 


2 it in lo be 
old, or ſick, or weary, hut 
Ntiocinstion, St A d 1 
Rae's ; without mare e 3 
er of theſe ge 7 5 
p ſoflc the ode 
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r- f afar; which we don 
Adios view! tich as much cleatue 
und centemplate with as much ge 

* tentment as we do our own: * 

in the mean time, the ſoul is div 
from-'ifs main employment, turn 
afide ſtom . iti communion with - God 
not ſo ,x? by providing - ſome 
ſor dür bodies to eat, and drink: an 
put du, *whith is lawful and need 
4. our Saviour © implies , Mot. 6. 3 
* 1 ching it ſelf into the bod 

9 dy and inorditiitd 
; ied wich its wants; and 1 e 
e fifully' thoughtfil, as our Se 


* . in the' eme chaph 


ri 12 . 
nc | Puff Fons of the body 30 h i 


* 5 5 communion with 
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| * s body Ruth d 4 
. _ > rene wv: it fils Sr with 
Fres, ple {s, Joh, fears 
8 25 und fiinde OG john th Y 
\ Halls bot eche ſbul ca eta po 
welliveis ö 
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mat we are mem ti our baſed Bavidur 
45 mo nat to Nav, been'® free 
* ,* n_@yiel, J. 53: 5 3%, b. 
Z 7. "who ft. was fte from All. fin, 
e. >. 21 Nay; it fem 
8 1. faid' beſere) conſidering the- 1 
1 lite - wat wy 
5> have? the reg 5" 
eee e end 
eee tobt, withbif | 
chuld nt exproſs: z7idiic her ro 
a des un M body that belariges” tö N 
d- indeed, were itn ee 
E berfaid Cin the 
e Nero d de 't | Hol 175 
Way che ſoal "world — 4 | 
If 6” aliens quae ſu 2 
ige called” out to Attenck 7 
chens, (is eafily - thldde® b 
"Fi F e I 
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$5. cha per of grrce, nor condem d 

Far the; warking.of corruption 4. 

bs o when - ahe Gal emptiez its bitt 
ice into the Liver, and that ming ch. 
Ls Ei with the blood there, i it be geile 
— ſpirits, which. preſently fiye tt 

e brain, and cauſe i n 


yet t is ſadly ident hat off 
xy once moved by thele ugg is: 


Ich, fra — wean => 4s\ 
work. them into -jt- felf, ir 
te manner, wd contrary f 
cs, of xcaſok, and ſo the wil 
bolp;;finkul ,. wi Fic 
«I but wah humane , ln 
E 6pl}s.phom > gl uren, N. 
Ee offomipgs gt ſocthi 
L like within! us. We. N ir 
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A Farewel to Life, * 
a ſhell tan to, that. ſervice of God 
Nich we might perform , and that 
tag freer cqmmunion- with him, which. we 
ze hall enjoy. It is a clog to the ſoul 
would run; a miſt to the foul 
would ſce clearly z- a manacle to 
t foul” that would work; a ſnate e 
be foul that would be free; a fetrer td 
F in it focarthly and material things, 
Ind, as it were, a pinion to the wings ot 
EE templation : More particularly, it 
a hinderance to it, as to thole thite 
Hings which I have named: As to the 
Puls knowledge of God, the body 4s 
6ccNton of ignorance and errour ! 
As to its ſerving of God, an bocsſſon 
er diſtraction and wearinefs 3 lightnels 
a triflingneſs 3 and as to its commu- 
Mon with God, an occetion of: earth- 
eſs and ſenſuality. Now this diſtarce 
0 ich this body keeps the Sul at from 
„might more particularly appeat . 
ether way of explication, by ob- 
wing the eſpecial grievances that 
& ariſc to the ſoul from thoſe three 
eat animal facultics (if I mey o 
be al) The Senſes, the ne wk ; 
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1. The-Senſes, I mean the externa 
Gabe ef the body; ſceing , — 
Se. theſe convey paſſions to oy 
upon which it-inſilts- and feeds with 

linfullfondneſs and eagerneſs. Set oper 

theggeniand cit, will fet hard 0 con. 
ty ſome· ſpecies o the ſoul; of chre 
Pobjects, chat ſhall juſtle che Idea 
ol Gud cut of it. Sct open the car 
ind; it will fill e+e Soul with ſuch a 
piſe., and earthly tumult, that the 
.whoſpers: of the divine Spirit 
12 heard. The like I may lay 
Al the feſt: Oh how cafi'y- do theſe 
a 1 fixed. ſoul, diſtract the 
evo loul, caſt a miſt before the 
8 4 contemplative foul; and hale down the 
. rifed ſbul :from communion with 
Haven to converſe with carthly ob- 
jeckts! De vidi, ut pe- ii]! is the com-. 
int of many a Chriſtian, as well 38 
it Was of the Heathen. The fouls, of muſt 
5 men zarte quite funk into their ſenſes 
and do nothing but, as it were N 
10 them all their lives, and fo « 
bu} 2 —— — 
go on Thov eye wi 

8 | waver eee * ſeeing, ous 
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bearing ; yet forfooth , theſe 
| FA maſt be eratified ; 
the eye mui ſee what it will the, and the 
ha car muſt hear what it will hear: no- 
| tbiog muſt be with- held from them, that 
ele childiſh - ſenſes do whine after. 
heſe mens fouls are indeed in 
1 wallowed up in their eyes, * x 
mouths. But not only theſe, but cven 
godly ſouls arc often charmed and en- 
— by their ſenſes; cven they 
verſe not only in the body, but 70 
much with it alſo 3 and it becomes bg 7 


th 

ar 

ha 

he 

irit 

lay 

cle | Dolilab, to full them aſlcep , 26d 
the} tem tod. Good Fob found his cok 
the ircacherous, that he was lag 1 
the | 
1th 
pb- 
m- 
as 
jolt 
ſes 
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covenant with them, 7b 77 

well if be could ſcape fo Ry | 

words arc a Metaphor 3 for indeed th c © 
4 worlt of it is, that theſe (enles,arg not © IN 
| capable of any. diſcipline ; one S n1gt +3 
a] bring them into any covenant : ietnis 
12 whilſt we have ſenſes, they will-- $9 
reachcrous 3 whilſt our eyes zre ig 
7 wi be de ©" 
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4 bn 7 fiſt 
feofitive ſoul, whereby W 
is ſtirred up to deſire and laft after the 
things which his ſenſes have dictated to 
wg This bodily luſt follow ing upon 
the neck of the former, becomes à grea? 
ter ſnare to the ſoul : This reſtleſs ſais 
tor comes whining ever and anon to 
the ſoul for every trifle that the eye 
hath ſeen; or the ear heard, or the 
mouth hath taſted; and by its continual 
coming, and importunate crying wea- 
ties her into an obſervance of it: As 
the ford child, comes crying to the Mo- 
er br every Knack and gew-· ga that 
Harh' ſcen upon the falls, and ſhe; 
Hongh the cannot in judgment ap- 
prove Uthe re „yet either in 
fond e for peace ſike, 
will” condefcend to purchaſe it. This 
is che D10 oghter of the Horſleech, that 
cryes continually, Give, Give: Why, 
what would it have? even any thing 
that it hath ſeen, or heard, or touch- 
ed, or taſted any thing that it ſecs 
1 no creature to be poſſeff of: 
And ſo indeed .the Appetite th dot 
only enſnare the foul Unto dfunken- 
neſs and glattony, but nr” 
a — f 
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A. Farewel to Lie. 
laſciviouſneſs,, and all manner of ſen- 
Wality. The evil of the ſegfual appetite 
appears in. wantonneſs and laſciviouſ- 
neis (whether real, verbal, ox mental) 
in immoderate and inordanate trading. 
ingroſſing, ſporting, building, attiring, 
llecping, viſiting, as well as in cating 
1 drinking. I will determine ng 
thing e the firſt motions of 


the appetite, whereby it ſolicits - the 
will to fulfil it 3 only. this, that if it fol 
lieite to any thing ſimply and morally 
evil, it is ſinſul in that feſt. act; 9 2 l 


ue, hill 
* 8 to 44 | 


250 A Farewel to Life, 
with reſpect to the higheſt good, that 
- _ the body may be enabled, firengthened 
and quickened to wait. upon the foul 
chearfully in the actions of a holy life. 
But this man, in his animal fate can- 
not perſectiy attain to, which ſhews 
that the appetite doth keep us at a di- 
fiance from God. 

3. The Farcy ; this alſo keeps a 
man at'a diſtarice from God, and hinders 
us in the knowledge and Tervice of 
God, and interrupts the fouls commu- 
nion with God. This is a buſie and pe- 
rufant faculty, or inward ſenſe, and the 
ut "doth readily ſenſate the paffions 


of ir, fo that it doth frequently hinder | 


js mental operations, and becomes a 
"great ſhare. A working fancy (how 
much fever it is magnificd by the 
wiſdom of this world) is à mighty 
ate to the foul , except it work in a 
Fellowſhip with tight reaſon, and 2 
anch fed heürt: Tam perſwaded there 
is no greater burden in the world to a 
ſetious foul ; eſpecially in hot and dry 
*conlticatibns, Where it is commonly 
mot pregnenr, and moſt impsttent of 
. © diffipline. And, cone, 1 Dave often 
4 4 wondred 
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to tobug them ſo dearly. - This indeed, 
if it be ſo far refined, as to preſent 
ſober and ſolid imaginations to the 


mind, and to act in ſubſervience to 
ſanctiſied reaſon , is an excellent 


handmaid to the foul in many ef her 
ſunctions: But otherwiſe is A nan 
26 we have i partly - 'obſervedyaledadfy 
and may obſerve more, if we ſtudy 
the ſecrets of our own fouls, aud che 
mighty- -myſterics that are within 
And this doth not only ordinari 
dilturb, diſtract and hinder in ordi- 


" mary' duties, but even when dhe don 


is at the higheſt pitch of communian 
and conte mplation, it aſſayes to pulbit 


down to attend to is vain phantzlms ; 


and indeed gives it many a gricyous fall. 
I doubt not to sſſüm, that: this" iv the 
molt -pernicious enemy of the three 


that I namd to the fouls happintſe, :u& _ . 


might appear in many teſpects ; Inf 2 


- only name one : It hath an advans 


tage sgainſt us, which neither & the 
** en a us, and annoes 


H 4 1 


wondied at the ſouls readineſ to be 
my edily affected with the phantaſms 
imaginations of it, and fondacw% * 
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+ . us ſlceping as well as waking» In 
feep, the ſenſes are lockt up, and the 
4 © -pperite is, for the moſt part, ſilent 
from its begging 3 but then the fancy is 
2 buſie and tumultuous. as ever, form: 


thoſe are commonly wild and ſenſleſa, 
if not worſe. The mind, in way of 
kindnefs. and benevolence to the — 
dy, ſuſpends its on acting, w 
dhe budy takes its teſt in the night, 
and then; the. rude: fancy takes its op- 
_ partinicy t wander at liberty, as be- 
without its kecper, and acts to the 
5 eras ol the body ; but that's 
not the work, ſor it becomes fa tumul- 


it awakens the mind to attend upon its 
ions z and this the Soul doth 
| to in an inordinate man - 

ner, and ſets the ſtamp of ſinſulneſs up- 


- _ nowithat: I am ſpeaking of ſleep a8 2 
| Mowiſſe to this dilcoarl, | cannot bu 
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ing and gathering imaginations, and 


tuons and inipetuous ſometimes, as that 


7 to. its on wounding. And 
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way 


2 I A 


— 
— 
ITY 


e —— nyt yn 
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ein we ceaſe, not Only fromthe - 
s of an animal life, att com: 
1 from. the actions of a ſpiritus 

too. What a. great beach, what 
„I (ad interciſion is there made in our 
| pg. with God by this oa Such 
ineſs it is, that we have 


. 17 led 
5 hs world 
ſeems as jt were, not to be one fourth”: 
part of our time: 
els that is not felt, deſerves not the 
dame of happineſs. Some learned . 
ative men baye been aſhamed th 
they have fl. pt way fp. wuch of 1 
time, which was ali tog utile for theis 
ud ies and exploits: Ad poor Chri- 
ſtan; that, as it were, ſleeps away fo 
much of his God being 28 much 
eſiranged from Dia in the night, 36 
though, he, had never convrrſed, with 


im in the day, and ingthe 

5 en hecawakes-, cannot alwaies ! 
Pimſclf with him neither Which 1 
enough,£o. make a por. Sane. wits, ei- 
— r chat be, might bayg no, ed 
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A Farewell to" Life. 

We have ſeen in What ſenſe chi 
„ ortal body keeps Believers abſei 
from the Lord, and in what reſpe& 
it Keeps them at a diſtance from Got 
even in this life, from che Knowledge e 1 
God, the Fervler of God, and Comma 


vim with him, "Here, then by way of ; 


Application; 5 
1. We may ſe that it was for al 


- reaſon; that the bk ſſed Apoſtle is cons 


tident and willing to depart; nay, he 
groans within himſelf, defiring that 
mortaliry might be fwallived 42 of 
Ae, as he {peaks," erf. 4. I told you 
before, that theſe words did contain the] 
or ground thereof; and by this 
time I hope you fee that the reaſon is 
god; and the ground is ſufficient : 
What will the men of this world ſay ? 
wil „o perſpade us out of our life? 
any” in the world make a 
man. weary of his life ?- Preftzt miſerum 
"nam not ſe : The Apoſtle was 


| 2 88 himfclf, or he Would never 


ve fallen out wich his own liſe : 


3 —. was iti a paſſion, und knew n 


what he ſaid : or elſe his life" "was bitrer 


to bim, by reafon of the) poor, ied! | * 
perſecuted. | 
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chis "Sis ee that hedived In 
Id % he was become deſperate; and 
Jared not what became of him. No, 
FI nonc- of theſr: The Apoltic was in his 
off right wits; and in a ſober mind, tb 
Nu Was nota poſſion, or a fit of meland 
chully, but his judgment and choc 
upon good deliberation s and there 
ſore you find him in the ſame mind 
elſ-where, Phil. 1. 23. 1 dtſire to d ars 
nud to be with Chriſt, which is fur bes- 
| ter. Beſides, he gives à reaſon for 
what he delires ; now: we know that 
Fou] pillton is unruly and untesſonable. 
the] Neither was the Apoſtle befides him - 
ie telt; for he gives à gad, ſolid and 
1 is] wiſe reaſon hill we areas © 
it: bene in the body, & c. He will part uus 
y ? | bis life, che: than not be per p 
fe x happy. For, whereas worldlings put fu 
e a | a high price upon life, and thirk that 
m nothing ſhould perſwade men out 7 
as | their lives: It's t. u indeed, it we ſpeale: © 
er Properly; life is the perſcction of the 
% cre iture : The 2 of "every x 
of ching is s life: A living» Dog in leer:? 
er "than 4 deak £506; Eeclel.- 94: 4. But & a 
01 may (ay 10 thefe, ven as our a; 
ed b 2 aid. fo A 


ond 


1 * a 
TE 


Gid'to that woman; in ab. 4 18 ch 
erving her Husband 3. The lite that 
 we' live: here ; is not our lifes The 
union of the ſenſitive foul with the 
Body, is indeed truly and properly the 
life of a beaſt; and its greateſt: happid 
nels 3 for it is capable of no higher 
perfeQtion; But the union of the ra- 
tional Soul with God, is the nobleſt 
perfection of man, and his higheſt 

life : ſo that the life of a believing 
ful is not deſtroyed at death, but per- 
+ &d&ed< Neither was the Apotile wea- 
t of his liſe, becauſc of thre ad verſitics 
bf it. The Apoſtle, was of a braver 
ſpirit ſure than any S oick ;; he duiſt 
nie, though he rather deſired to dye. 
Mitthe:confl:&3 he endmed with the 
warld, never wrung ſuch a figh from 
him; as the conflict that he had with 
bis on corruptions did, Rom. 7. 24. 
reichen man, &c. All the perſecu- 
tions in the world never made him 
groan ſo much, as the burden of his 
an doch here, and his great: diſtance. 
. fromithe Lord, & godly ſoul n con. 
een with perſecuting mon, and a 
* 2 can handle briars and 


er,, 
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the godly — For, though 


true Religion. Godly ſouls do'igrount. 


1 becauſe of their lins in the 


3 
. 
- 7 . = — 
LAY 


a 0 N bs | 
ae con Vp Sen awp und _ _- 
| und ad verficies in i” this ficſh _ * 
without" deſpondency 4/1 ſo Jong as it 
finds it ſelf in the bofoni of Goudy a ang 
in the arms of Omnnipotence. But 


when it begins to conſider where'it id, 


how far it is ſrom its God, its liſe, and 
the happy ſtate that God hath prepared 
it for, then it cannot but groan w 


in it elf, and be ready with-Petery to 4 


wit it ſelf out of the (hip, to get to its 
God; to land it ſelf in eternity. Nei- 
ther indeed (to (peak truly) is it 
the ſenſe of ſin agamſt God, which few. - 
i 
mult be confeſt, that this is a; heavy 
burden upon the ſoul, yet the | 
makes no complaint of this here, but 
only of his diſtance: from God,; "4hae 
iec: ary: diſtance rom God that the 
body kept him at. 

2. Ste here the excellent tpiie Pl 


ter an "unbodyed. eſtate; not only 
But 
| "becauſe of the Hiecelſary = di] 
ce at which®the body keeps them 


-God. u may tuppo@ l 


N _— j * . 
by. "%.- - 4 * 1 . 
ä | 4 144 * 
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ſou} at ſome time to have no manner 
of aſliction in. the to grieve 
| „ untepented 

for all this he 
reſt ; he is burdens 
ed and groans within himſclf, becauſe 

he is at ſuch a diſtance from that ab- 

folute good, hom he longs to know 

more familiarly, and enjoy more fully 

than he doth yet, or than is allowed 

to mortal men: And though vothing 

elſe ayl him, yet the conſideration of 

this diſtance makes him cry out, 05 

ben ſhall I come and appear before, 

Go be wholly ſwallowed up in him, 
ſee him as he is, and converſe with him, 
face to face, Bare innocency, or - free» 
dom from fin, cannot fatisfic that no; 
ble and large ſpirit that is in a truly 
and Godhke ſoul ; but that ſpirit of 
true - goodneſs (bring nothing elſe but 
in efflux from God himſelt) carries 
the foul out after a more intimate uni- 
on with that Being from whence it 
dame: God dwelling in the ſoul, doth 
by a Jecrer mighty power draw the 
- foul: more and more to hiniſelf.. Ia «fi 

ond, a godly foul that is really couch} 


with 


„r RRC 


ba. 


of animil body, nor take 2 
nat reſt in his imperſect mixed 
though it could converſe with 
world without a finful fuffying of it 
| felf , but muſt needs endeavour ill 2 
gofer con junction with Cod; end 
raving the chaſe of all other obje&s; 
pant and breath not only after —_ 
Ine, but after more and more” of 
him; 'and not only when it is under 
n, | the ſenſe of fin,” but moſt of all When 
e | it is under the moſt powerful influences 
| of divine grace and love, cty out With 
Paul, Oh, who will ver "me out of 
this body A 
5. Suffer me from hence to ex 
late a little, to cxpoſtulate with Ori; 
„ban ſouls about their unſeemliy tem- 
i * f this be * . 
* , keep, us at 4 iſt 
he xp God; our happineſs ?*W 
de we then 6 fond ye 1 this ' lie an 
red fare? Why do We = 


DT k 


den + x ak arih im in che rf 
Ein that er earth 
4 EE _ led 
uh bands, eternal in the Heavens Ai 
verſe S. Why arc we not willing ra, 

ther to de abſent from the lady, and t * 
be.proſert mith- the Lord ? II we t ir 
oy in the latter ſenſe, as this ans 
— 41 an bindtance to the ſoulaſf 
know! of, and communion with 
God, Tonen Lask concerning this, 2% 
the Apoſtle * concerning rich men. 


2 2 2. \ Ak hy do ye pamper, prize 


_ 
* 


c upon this body? Dothſe 
not” this body opprels you; diſtract 
vou, burden you, clog you, hinder 
dr Bane not this budy igter⸗ 

2 the Sun of Rightcouy - 
ele, . ag rs fl ow 
90. e IG 55 

l 2 rc 1 of chef 


"A Fareweh te Life, 4 
oon, 80 eclipſe its light? W.y ene 
* not mtber weary, that we are in 
body ? Surely there are ſomę ob- 
jccions, ſome impediments to the fouls 
zing aſter its happy ſtate, which fl 
ul. come to anon; But 1 doubt alfa, 
hat there is ſomething that chains the 
to this animaliife,, ſome cords in 
1 carthly tabernacle, that. tye up 
E in it: But L — — | 
- what they ſhould; be. 8½ nog, 
ber is ſomething of God to hg ex 
ah ed in this life, which makes it plaa- 
E: For, although this be true ue 
m fare God gives nothing oft him 
if to a r 
. Dad Mofes ſend for ſome Clusters 
the Lund of Canaan into the 
inecls, think ye, thae che people migat- 
* and taſte the fruits, and ſit fill, 
be ſatisficd, and; ay, Oh 1:8 
dugk z we ſee that there are; les 
an things in that Land, we will ne: 
come at it? or, did de ve. 40 3 
| + that - they — | 


A Farewel to Life. 

F already? Can a godly foul G, Gb 
hath -given me an carnef}, I deſire u 
more ? No, no, but the report that 
Chriſtian hears of a reſt . 
happy live remaining for. it, and t 
chariots of divine graces that he ſell} 
God hath ſent out into his ſoul to cot; 
vey it thither, - make him cry out, 
with' Facob, Gen. 45s 28. Ei ann; 

my Sm # yer alive, I will fg; 
and ſte bim befort' I dye: But oh thi 
n bot enough, this report is n 
*novgh's it is not enough that Ita 
#ome- of the good things of the 
Bund It is not enough that 1 
theſe cartisges ſent out for me it 
not enough that my foul hath an hag 
ad honourable liſe prepired | 
des 1 ſee it indeed before 1 dye, b 
I will alſo dye, that L may. ſee it bettiſſſpe 

5 und enjoy it more. But I doubt the 
49 ſome carthly tye, even upon thi 
Aegventy” ſoul that chains it to thi 

Preſent animal body: But, ſure I aniſy 
he whatloever it 16, it is but aw 


2 Fibewel: to Life. 
God ? Is this life ſweet, becauſe there 


"F are creature comforts to be enjoyed? 
and will it not be a better life, when 


» Yftcature-comforts ſha}l not be need 


Neck? And are the pleafures of this bo. 


c dy, the comforts of this life, the flat 
o tering ſmiles, or fawning embraces of _ 


che creature , ſuch a mighty content - 


ment to a ſoul, to 2 foul 1 


ich the hi gbelt good ? Haſt thou, O 
ſoul, any Fluch full and Garisfying en · 
Iertainment in thy Pilgrimage, a to 
make thee loth to go home 7 Witt 
hou hide thy ſelf wi Saal among 


— 
2 . © 
- 
1 
" 
- 
_— , 
* 


de uff, among the lumber "of *the - 


t World, when thou art ſonghe for td 
1 crowned ? Are the empty ſdunds of 
Popular applaufe , the breaking bub- 


es of ſecular greatne(s , the hae 


| dats of ſenſual pleaſures, the 
na taniance , / and liſping eloquence G 


Nes and children, — flying fliadowy 


 creattire-refreſhments', the momen- 
ny flouriſhes of worldly: beaury and 
fery', are 2 meat ſor 4 ſoulꝰ 
thele the proper objeck, or the 
wh zppin of ſack « civic thing 


x * _ 
* - ry * * _ , = 
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" $64 1 2 0 1 
dat rather weary of this body, thy 10 
makes us ſo weary of .heavcoly. ec .; 
nt? Why do we not rather lor 16 
10 part with that- life. „ chat. Faris ally 
from our life? And inficad of . hills; 
Young Apoſtles, It is good. #0. be: ben | 
e out wich the ſweet Singer, ON 
- that; one would... give me the wing. 
"i 50 I may fly away and be 
f 


nom methinks, by this time, Wie 
ewhat bold, and orm: 
— — into an Exhorti 
t may be, you will not beg 
. og Bat , therefore 1 will firſ 1. 
1 — a Debortition, to. diſſeaff, 
= D your ”Y 
Fre for the bol 
Jof thoſe f 


to poſh upon 50 minds 
r= were to be... w 
3 mind 15 65 5 
3 r cby 3 
N £ w Ly 
allo, Chenin; 


pogo Cockatrice egge h 


- Kft 


[ny 


'S eee e 


40 42 Viper. 


Ill tre aud cron by 
Wi gainft thar kind be Wipe ies, 
na m prodene! peifies: ue 76e. 


b J ſous of dicumſtances- and events, - 


do witch to prevent, remove, 
ige bodily cvils, which is a 
5 though” even in theſe theres 
hay be an cxtream, à frar whire Wd 
fer #, Plal. 53. 5 which is third 
bed to the wicked, and elſe where 
ſited" af 8 judgment, Lew 26.3 
Ju f aber, 17 habe 
* „Deut. 28. 65. Tbe Lord 
1 tbee a trembling bers : Theres 
prudent man "who foreſetth- the evil 
 bideth bimſelf, Prov. 22. 3. But 
re are alſo meny fools” that Hide 
et , though they ' fee 90 
But 1 am not ſpeaking f 
: There is a viſt d ſfetence be 
Care and Fear: 9 
n that trembling», flu 4 
ſry enting paſſion, that” doth* 
the ale ro de it” po "ui 
„ 10 were, n 


: 2 ee fo „6. 
denise L ualgttls x 
 affcQions , 


Ving vt 
— ce it, and hurling all th 
” faculties, into confuſion : This whetl 


it break out into any unſcemly a&s 


no {which commonly it doth) is | 


(elf an unſeemly temper for a wiſe m 
much more for a godly. I might ſpe 


as 4 Philoſopher, and ſhew how unh 


coming a man, and how deſtruRiy 
to him this paſſion, is 3 ſo much, 


whilt it doth predominate , it alma ; 


robs him of that which is his great 


glory, even reaſon it ſelf. But, to f 


uo work of it, it is very oppoſite, 
not contrary to that noble grace 


Faith, whereby the Ready ſoul reſie 
ani lodgeth in the arms of God, as ih 


its center. But to ſpcak to the thig 


in hand, what, an unſeemly paſſion 
that we ett ge 


N 
| 


aw 
| 
& 


this ? we, would iis Wt world. 12 | 
** | 


in God, and 
that we are 2 57 Fd 


wwe ure afraid leſt that aN 


* Ae vel #0 Life. = 


way ont of. the way that keeps us 
from him: We flatter, our - 
ſe « we are in haſte for Hes 
ven, and yet we are dreadfully afraid 
ea our rubs hauls . 1 
N * way. How O t e 
Meegerher? Are we e 
| his earthly houſe of our r 
ere taken down, we have a building 
t made with hands, eternal in the 
avens ? If not, Why do we yet call 
our. ſelves. Chriſtians? . But I, think. I 
i ay take it for granted, we are all {0 
— if ſo, Why are; we 
d afraid it ſhould be taken down? 
d Joth to ſpeak what I think ; 
thinks the entire and ardent; loye 
e, Which we either do bear , 8 
bear to the Bleſſed God, and 
communion with him, ſhould cx 
t this fear ; This is ſuitable to 
ne, 1 Fob. 4. 18. 1 will not diſpute 
far finful fear for the body mey 
*A* godly foul ; che * the 
161 am ſure: 


N A Farewel % Life. 

. fo fear(whith' ira ſtrange 

| r ry i: 
z Or Peter, denying his Eotd*; 3 
compare the iſſue, and then let t 1 

fee Whether he dare go and do l 

wiſe: But if that will not fright y 

frown fear; chew er theſe tuo 1 

OI. 


1. I pray you Rrioaſly: difpue th r 


zatter with your ſelves, how far fear 
& and death may conſiſt with th 
*thirſt after umon and per sa 
i . 2:e — e 
oy ought to Me | 
45 Pifpuss feriouſſy how fas it 
al 'fmctrity of a Chriſtis 
gl vr vn the dark, as Gar 
th wgtrerc 7 wfll turn —— ; 
ons! \methinks , ſhould:* 
Hoff Azvith - trembling- [Profelſol 
mr phy 1. Job 15. 20; 11. The wi 
ed travellth with pain ol by dayii hi 
5 Rs e in 
of 
— ee . Sim i 
33, 14+ The ſhine#s j#Gic 
ok 2 T 
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A Farewel fo Life. 
11 cannot but pray, and cry, O my Soul, 


come not you into the number of the 


* 2 
| i 5 * 
2 
- = . 


4 wicked, and be not united into the al- 


A (mbly of Hypocrites ! 
25 Take heed of fondneſ; of the body : 


Wof double a& of it,priding, pamperings. 


. Take: heed; you pride not your.. 


ies in any excellencics of the bogy.. 


FDoth this mortal body keep us at a di- 
Hance from our God? Do we well then 
love that which keeps. us from that 
Which is moſt lovely? Why do we (land 


dly g:z:ng, upon that which kecps us, 
1: rom the bla led fight of God.? If: You: 


k mc, Did cver any man hate his own 
Uh? Iwill ask you again, Did ever 
boy, wile man love his own fl.(h «boye. 
im that made it ? Did cver any 


* 


L . love his body in oppoſition ro hy, 


d ? O5, but it is a comely body! 
1 what is a bezutiſul body, but a: 
Priſon? A fiber twiſt, or à Co 
= do as really hinder the fli 


© "Eid , and foreſtal ha NW 5 


a, fone tycd at, her heels, Ne, 
5 very excellencies which 2 5 
e are ſo wucb the 


* 4 mn” 
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A Farewel to Lift. þ 


excellent leſſon indecd, of enjoying t 
all things only in God, then the fe 
ral beauties and braverics of the body, 
would be a help to our devotion, t 
would carry us up to an 'adtnirationflcs 
and contemplation of ' that © gloriousgYir 
and moſt excellent Being, from who N ys 
they weite communicated : fo” wellde 
might (in ſome ſenſe) look into 
glaſs, and behold the beauty of God. k 
Bat (alas !”) theſe commonly prove, 
the greater” ſnares : Miny hid been 
more beamiſul within, had they beer 
beautiful without; more chaſe, 
if gels cotnely ; many had been mo | 
nbi and more at peace too, ier 
they had been leſs able to have que a, 
relled and fought. It was  faid q 
© + Galha, who was an ingenious mai n 
but Aformed. that his Soul dwelt 
ill: but, ſure 1 am, it might better 
have bern ſo ſaid of beautiful. 40 f 
ue, or Jes bel, whoſe bodies becan 
rde to their fouls, On: the otha 
band, they that want a beauty” ing 
3 theis bodies, will perhaps labour al 
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tid an excellency in their minds 
3 it 348 1 W 
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A. \Farewtl to Life, 
o look often mto & laſs, 1 - deformis 
ormoſitate morum, &cc. 
. P heed of pampering the bo- 
Is. of treating it too gently and deli- 
n ert ely- Deny it nothing that may” fit 
ili for: the ſervice of God and your 
1 fouls, andallow it no more than max 
> that. Thy pampering is, 1. Onſtene 
What, make a darling of that which 
d I ps us from our Lord ! carry it gent- 
vel, and delicately, and \ tenderly to- 
en Nerds that, which whilſt we oy 
en cout with us we' cannot be Kappy 7 
le, I Lij uriom : Tf you bring uß 2 60 
re ant delicately from a child, M 
ilere him become your Som at length, 
ar. „ your Maſter, If you do by your 
"ofÞodics, as the fond King did by his 
an, Admijub, r King. 1. 6. — dif. 
pale ir, never reprove it, never deny 
ie will do with you in time as he did, 
e (editions in your ſoul. G0 on 


pleaſe, uid "pamper pe 
n it wi to this t 
1 deny them "nos 
you tnuſt ls wth 9 * 
et 
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Farewel to Difes. 


and; yn 1 90 vrhatſocver wanton faricyf} 
uggeft. - Doth not the — | 
wu ſct us at à ſufficient. dif; 
from God; but we mult efirange on 
ſelves more from him by qleafuting 
it, ſpend the time that ſhould be: ih 
God, in decking, trimming ,; :adorn: 
it 2 When you cram this; you feed 
a Bird that will pick out your eyes 
you nour ſh a Traitot. when you gtati 
tie this Adonij ab. In a word, Is it no 
enough that we do all: carry firs in ot 
boſorng, but we mult alfa blow it 
into a fle me? Nay, my Bretbren, do 1 
4 foolifply.. + IKE 
And now, methinks. by this time, / 
may venture upon un Exhortation 3 HH u 
ee oe Ly * ion 
. Watch: againſt the , Youp en 
: : quod, ———— dere to che den 
* N ON and converſing witk Ge 
— * — deſign cc 


ery at en 8 a: 


Arenen Life. 


'J divert you from it, or make you fall 
yu ſhore of tbe glory of God. Min 
chat live upon carthly deligns, - whole 


gest atybitiont is to be) great in the 


1 World, do udt only: uſe the) moſt e ffe- 


oe ual means, ahd take: the moſt duct 


courſes to accompliſh thoſe deſigus, and 


Hf attain. thoſe ends, but do contirwally . 


ed ſuſpect, and diligently watch sgainſt all 
4 the moths that would cbrrupt, the soft 


Hf that -wonld: canſume, the thievts. that 


N 
© l 


1 ; 
| 


g 
4 


would plunder their tie por 5 an 


in a word, againſt: all le. hinde- 


mnces, defraudations,: en diſappaim- II 
Wents ; So will we luſpect and watch 


oggainſt all enemies and traitors to 1 
4 oc, if -we live here upon etet- 


4al- degns,.if cur ambition be to-be 


E in God alone. And the more 


a 
7 not, you he 


: 


Y * 
** 
. 


be moſt” injurious. ' For it' 'ordinarth} 
comes to pals, either by the differenal} - 
of conflitutions, or difference of tem] 
tations; or- different -waies' of: living 
or ſome other thing, that Gods chi 
Aren are more enſnared by ſome e 
of theſe than other. Well, be ſure te 
watch and pray, and ſtrive more eſpeci 
ally your us. the, more eſpecial enemies e 


Boe Fg Lie above abe body: bee 2 
2 enjoyments; ornaments, _ f 
lleuncies. Though theſe 1 
ments be rever — ſweet, the bodily 
© ornaments never {o 8 | 
your happineſs in t 'Certeindy hey 
{ondary tols, who huet u * 
eellencics of this own ſouls; + whe 
natural or ſupernatural; they deprive] 
22 theinſelves of. the infinite glory yi full 
Let and ſufficiency that 1 in che 
. God, bo take up their bi 
. NAuch more do they 


„ 4 Forewelto 15 en 


ſlrength, the Stagg in ſwiſtneſs, &cc. 11 
woman were as lovely.as the mor 
ing, fair ax: 1he Moon, clear \as the Sun; 
af a man were full of perſonal; giace 
and majelly., terrible as an Army with 
\thanners ; yet were not or" happiness 
in theſe accompliſhments. Ny, which 
4s worſe, theſe ornaments. land be- 
tween us and our happineſss When 
vyau begin therefore at any time fond- © 
i to-admire any of. theſe bodily excel- 
ce Agncies , then thick with your ſelves, © 
Dy — all theſe do not make my Soul 
diy} happy: Nay, this beautifull dude 
| —. i fink, and be deformed 4 thicke fair 
Land fHouriching members muſt — 
a in the duſt; this: sive, ſfirong/ amd. 
graceful” body, muſt be butyed indi 
| rc _— weakneſs, before I, can at- 

— to entire and perk ct e 


he This: conſideration will advance 
pm ne BY body. | + 

41 * B. content % be „ 5 
no W N it true, hat We een e, 
£ | --orfierwile be happy, no otherwiſe e 
* . with. God, know: 2 4 
uly, enjoy him peif- ily; and ent 
nd ? cinndt we fet 15 unt, 
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7 

wee go thorow the duſt? B. it fo then, 
be content to be unbodied for a time, 


Ocridar m imperet, could the Heas 
then ſay concerning her Son; much 


rather may a Chriſtian ſay concerning fe 
his Father, Let him ſlay me, ſo my 14 
may but 1 reign with him, which is by ſis 


his reigining/in it; Let him kill me, WY m 
he will bur fil mt; Let him draw me} hi 
-. thortw the duſt of the earth, ſo hef} © 
ein but draw me out of thit duſt of 7 
the world; fo he will but draw me nigh gi 
unto himſelf, and bring me into a full } 7, 
and ſeparable conjunction with my t 
Lord I Mcthinks41 need not uſe. many be 
arguments to perſwade a Soul that. is: 
Fay: feelingly overpowered , maſtered , ra- ja 
viſhed with the nice beauty, good- | | 
E . SY glory and ſulneſs of his God, to {;; 
be willing to quit a duſly tabernacle 
fora time, wherein he is almoſt ſwallow- 4 
ed up, to depart, and to be entirely d 
allowed up in him. Nay , ſuppoſe; * 
a Chriſtian in the loweſt: form, Wo 
8 © bac” but choſen God for his higheſt + 
- 200d and only happineſs (- as- every of : 
- | Cloiftian hath) methinks he 
uld © have learnt, this :effon,, © ro. bh 
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comply with that Aae perfect 
will, that governs 'both hich and the 
whole world: 1 cantiot conceive 3 
odly ' foul without the=lubMhing of 
225 nor ſuppoſe a ſincere 8 nu 
void at leaſt of the habit of ſelſ re- 
fignation. Therefore 1 will add vb 
more concerning this, but ri « tp © 
higher. 

4+ Long after an belle fat, de- 
lire to depart, and to be with the Lord, 
groan within your ſelves to hive mor 
fality, ſwoflowed up of life 3 in which 
temper you find the holy Apoſfle, "To 
he content to dye, is a god "temper, 4 
temper ſcatce 10 be fond (I ok 5 
in any wicked man? not from 3 ti * 
rinciple, am fare 3 But, methin 
no very great. thing in compat 
| what we (ſhould. Jabour to attain to, 
| hink © on'ta little whata firange kin 
of. cold uncouth 9 4 hraſe it a Such 4 
dan is content to oh Men — 
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As ruremel to Life: 
of ſatisfactory bliſs and happi- 


5 wes 
$t0 

| ba only in the. fupreme-<fſcntial , per- 
kt, abſolute good, the bleſſed and 
eternal good 3. And '(hould not this 
noble a@tive Be ing be carried out with, 
vehement , lorgings, after its proper, 
and full happineis, as well 4s this 
carthly fluggith body is cartied with 
- xe{Yels appetite after health, and ſafe- 
ty, and: | berty > Why ſhould a ful 
alone be content not to be happy, when 
1 N things. in the world, do fo 
ent! court, and vehemently pur. 
5 heir reſpective ends, and ſeveral 
pexſections? Certainly if. the bleſſed 
and glorious God ſhould diſplay him: 


fell in all his beauty, end open all his 


iohnite, treaſures of goodneſs, an 
y teinc h;, and kalne t wichin the view 


| 3 ſou), it could not but be rayiſbed | 
with, the object, earneſij prets into hg , 


ruere iu ampli, and 


=> ron 
a yf 8 the . 


WEL throw it ſelf inte his 
would he nee: 


Wien 


ra ſoul; a nobie immortal natute, 


* ” n — * on a ' 
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d of keting 


y 


dom of God in engaging theSoal in 
Gear 4 union with the body, that It. 
might care ſor it; and not 
the H-athen obſerved the wiſdom bf 
God in concealing the happy Mate of a 
ſc parared Soul, that fo men might be 


þ dave” mort 


= *." 


A * „e 


. glory of Solomon, 2 Chrom. g. 4 won 


be more true of 4 Chriftian,, the 
would be n more n left in bi. 


'$ ime have therefore obſerved thi wil- 


it ü Lea 


content to tive out © their time, dien 


roſes Dii celant, ut vivere durens, FE. 


lix eſſe mori. But alas, we fre bir dark - 


ly as thorow't glaſs, ind our affecttouus | 


towards God are proportionable th 
dur apprehetfhons of him, 


ſhould? love” tiin*buly 2 if 'nor_carvieſ}- 


Ey and&litc him entirely, oor (wth, 


ori [nie hap 
L Sing it at 4 A eg pres 


4 
© q - 
g * 
25 


ei 
2 


the had heutd the wiſdom, and 8 : A 


thefe zie 
dark, and therefore thoſe” are dul. 
And oh wDuld to God they were but 


- indeed Proportionable” for then we. 


"what . A 


. Confider what I have hinted, 
eerninig the a : Seufin 
Nefechep het cf 
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A Farewel to. Life. 
- argue, Is happineſs. the main end off 


every Being? not this Soul. then . 
Bo a 3 immortal nature, Ie 
needs look out for ſome high aud no- 
ble happineſs, ſuitable to its excellent e 
fell? Can that be any where, but inf 
+ .thecnjoyment of the high: and un- 
24 created good? And can this never be 
1 attatned Whild we are in this animal 
fiate, in this mortal body, that keepsFkc 
* a. diſtance? Oh why then do % 
e out after ſo much enjoy- IN 
ment o this bleſſed God, 28 We are fen 
- now capable of, and long alter, a . hy | 1 
ture henice , that we may enjoy him f fir 
| freely and fully,” and be eternally happy i 
in hit! Oh be not only content, but} H 
even covctous. tel 
But what ſhall the Soul becsk the 1 
chat be may take her flight? God [ſs 
| Wo fp rs to be abe 
dove ol God, who is not — into w 
bis wit. lubj.&to bis ordigation, conf # 
tent to abide in the fta hon that de ba I 
.allorted him? Bur if we may not, bert 


© AFarewel to Life. 

ith Saul, duſſolt e our ſelves, yet with 
I aul we may defire ts be diflclved. The 
ey | re that the-moſt- Chriſtians at- 
„0 hein to, is but to defire to tive,” aud be 
OY oontent t, dye: Oh, conſider what I 
es (aid in "this matter, and invert the 

in- order of thoſe words in your hearts, 
be Be content to live, defire to dye. . —— 
nal But what, would you have us prey 
rps [for death? Anſwer : L (peak: not of 
do formal praying either ſor one or other. 
y-] What the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the great- 
are . 1. Job. 5. 16. - Lam ready to 
this tiate aſ ſreedom ſrom all 
in 2 Ido unt ſay thay ye ſboulu pray ſor 
py In. You will tell me that Davd and. 
aut Hizckisb prayed. for liſe: And I could 


tell you that Elijab prayed for. dent, 

1 (99+ 55: We er hs 4 

5 10 paſſion, James 5. 19. bur! 

Rae But 1 

* — — contro- 
1 rſie:  Mcthinks the fad. confideration 

. while} we are in 


yea blu ge, 
1. wring out an O. zpreveb- 


4! 
— 


leiſt 2 groan aſter immortalicy, wi 1 
out Apviile here We groan 15 I 
or ſilos, tha mortality may be fes we 
lowed wp of li, fo - Joc 
But can 2 Soul poſſibly long for Wn 
dejtruttion of the body? Philolophy inf Ot 
detd tells us that it cannot. Be it o, 
yet I'm fure Divinity teaches, that 
Sul may long alger the redemption « 
the body, the redemption of it from 
this-kiad of animal; corruptible, en 
ſnating condition that it is now in 
Aas. 8. 23 0 We greg within e 
ſelues, waiting for the. redemption © * 
lady If we eant ot will to wut 1 
ann: long to be clothed” up.” 
| of this chapter: At leaſt, me 
thinks, the Heathen ſhould not ca 
m e nitib euro. 
But, will albery, Oh 1 were f 
of an intereſt in Chriſt, of pardon'of io 
uuth af grace, of eternal liſe, thes' 
epuld free]y leave all. An. 1 
. K. That 385 you would: live eat 
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6 be with God then 5 for that is # ate 
perfect ' holfireſs, To deßte- to 67 
pon pretence of being mare holy; 


2 meer fallacy , a conttadictian. 5 


be, this is not the meaning of the 
ection: Therefore, 
"2. A not baving of what we would 
ve, is not an excuſe for not doin 1 


1 hat we ſhould da. iris cur wy 


gjoyce in the "Lord PH. 4. 4. 


bur not baying 'of aſſurance, vo 


in got except us from ; thou h, if we 


bave eſſurance, we | might iche 


Joyce the word. But to take off this. 


1 24 37H XG 


[ea at once. 
Our earneſt longings Laſter 4. 


ul and perfe& enjoyment o God: 


11 ſo our breathir aſter m mdr 


Kite dot not deppen upon oftr 
ce; Buy ipdced' — * cob 0 1 251 


18 1 bends. upon "that, 8 doub * 3 


8 ctommonty miſtakes in the N LY 


| bY ſurarce ; Z 8. 6 it may be, are in 
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nen 0 about che 
14 wd 1 png th r 1 4 
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A Farewet to Life. 
true 8 in the ſoul; Now t ba 
love of God, and an carncft deſite t6 
be like unto him, and to be with him, 85 
the better half of all religion. Mar. 22 eff 
37, 38. ſo that it rather ſeems that af lif 
ſurance "ſprings up from this frame df vec 
ſou]},. than that this ariſes out of aff * 
rance. M a ſſurance be the thing that 


2 dcſite, ge t your ſouls joyned 5 
God in an 450 DE aff ions l and 


ends, and then labour and long to | * the 
cloſer to him), liker to him, pcrfeRlyf 
holy and e 
ſured that it is in you of & truth 1 
For theſe mighty wo; ks which he hath 
rrqught, theſc divine breathings, theſs 
| 0 after him do bear witer 
4 
ther yer eu come to that h 1 
ledge, that powerful ſenſę Ee 
6.07 00, which you call «Nu}* 
rance,, yet know, ny it is your duty 10 jp 
1 r immortality. We are wont to 


| e the ane of fon 7 2 
ns > * $0 3 | 3 


ä 


perz and indeed but few that are willing 
Je believe that they ought to be. Our 
oj Saviour calls all Believers to as much in 
of &ffcQ,s 1 do, Lak. 21: 28. Ecok wp, and 
þ lift your beads, for the day. of your 
redemption draweth nigh : whereby is 
Ty not meant a bare poſture and ſpecula- 
hall tion, but joy and longing are required 
by that phraſe, ſay the Dutch Annotat. 
ndJ allo Reve 22- 17. Canlider ſus - 
ther ( which , mechiaks, ſhould: frike 
Fs cold to the hearts of coid-hearted Pro- 
al eeſſors) that this very temper is made 
iche of the greateſt characters of, true 
thy ſincere Saints ; 1 do not haas 
eſe ef any —— — 
it⸗ . 23. We groan within dur 
vaiting for the redemption of au. 
at h Tim. 4. 8. The Lord ſhall. give the 
iſe Pe to them that love bis a * 
u N 2. 13. We ſhould ve Body isn 
10 this prelent world, looking: for 545 
ſed h pe, aud the glociiws: Te. 
"great God, and our Savigar / © 
i: Chriſt; 2 Pet. 3. 12. What — 
& of perſons ought we io he in all, 
y converſation and godlineſa, lor 
e e the coming: 10 | 


5 7 
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the day f God jude 21. Keep youl 4 

ſelves in the love of God, looking fall + 

fo eternal | e. Do all theſe plain and y 

pathetical Scriptures ſtand for cyphay | 

In your eye? Methinks they ſhoulf 4 

not. But not to ſtand upon the pro 4; 

ef it to be a duty, it matters not whe 

ther there be an (xpreſs command ll { 

"For n: This that I am ſpeaking $1 

in not ſo much thegduty. of godly pal b. 

bons, as the very nature, genius auf . 

* 7 indeed of godlineſi it (elf. My 

: thinks a godly ſoul, that is truly toudiſicy 

_ with divine goodneſs, influenc'd by 

-mnd-impreſt - withy it, a8 the Needle 

vieh the Loadſtone, muſt needs ſiriſ di 

powerfully within it ſelf to be in co 

junckion with it. A holy foul, M. 

(after all its wearifome defeats, 

(Þamecfull-difappointments in the cu 

rite, finds its (If perſectly mati 

( With-this infinite, ful, and perſcct hyp 

(Ha, mut certainly and ncceſſ ui 

be *carryed , without any other ae 

(went, wich ſervent longings after: ullifs, 

Con to *, end communion” with 

ede Sponſe micht ſey conce 
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Christ, as he concerning her, Cant. 
6. 12. Or ever I was aware, my foul 
i made me like the chariots of Aminadab. 
and every godly ſoul may in ſome de- 
agree ay with that. Spouſe, Cour. 
. My Beloved put in bis hund 
be h le of the dore, and my bowels were 
moved for bim: I roſe up, &c. Tell me, 
friends, How can Dine Grace, that 
Q well of living water in the foul, chaſe 
den but —_ up into eternal life > Jobe 
i. I doubt not to firm, that that 
MI which is of God in the ſon), muſt needs 
wal carry the fout after God ;, 26 it be- 
y Hogs to Heaven, fo it will de 
] ds Heaven That Which is FR 
| vine original, muſt needs have' a di- >; 
My vine 4 that which is of di. ; 
| extraddion, will have in it a divine 
2Jjon, and pur ſue a divine f 
, Col 3. 1. That divine ifo +nd'{irit - 
That runs thorow” godly ſouls, doth 
STiwaken and exalt inſomie: mesfuft Alt. | 
Ihe powers of them into an'*@tive' att 
wearful ſympathy with 3 
od that renders them compleat 
fed, Holineſs and putity 0 
ue urrang God — Gf 
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to it al and the more pure our ſouls 
art, and the more ſeparate from carths 
- by things, the more carnelily will the 
endeavgur- the neareſt union that m 
be with God: and ſo by conlequeneg 
methinks they muſt needs in ſome. ſenſ 
the removal of that animal-lifg 
and dark body that ſtands in their wayz 
6 for-they know that that which now 
„ | letreths; will let (ſuch is the unchang 
E able nature of it, till it be laid in the 
quſt) till it be taken out of the w 
The thirſty King did but cry for water 
of the Well of Beablebem, and hi 
Chan ions broke thorow the” Hoſt off 
ul , and ſetcht it, 2 5 ' 
And- will. ye not allow: the 
Retr by Gul, if. not to break; tborow 
Jerch it, yet at leaſt to break: om into 
uhat one would give me to drink 
ths bring water, ot the fountain 
* peace, and love | Will 
8 hunger to break down... font 
end, will you neither allow ch 
; kungry foul to break down theſe mui 
| — to wiſh within it (elt tl 
were, broken down? In a 
| 2 . . „reef 
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A Farewel to Lift. 
Nu to an carne} preſſinz after perfe® 
vi fruition of, and eternal converſe with 
God, and to change the Apoſtles words, 
Heb. 12. 1. Seeing we are com 
about with ſo great a divine light, and 


glory, and brightneſs, let us be 


yi and defirous to lay afide this weight of - 


fleſh, and this body that ſo eafily veſiſta 
us with fins and ſnarcs, and run with 
eagerneſs to the object chat! is ſet before 


us. Amen. _ Amen. 
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MAT. 22. 30. + 
— Are as the Angel, of God in Heaven 4 


He Docttine of our | 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and&;þ, 
the great things of&;y;, 
iſtian Rehigiov, agb 
WS they were accounted : 
A. a ſtrange thing by alli 
+ the world, when they were firſt puby, | 
* hs d-preacht: ſo indeed by none 
#3, Jcls entertained, or rather more oppoſedgh 
tan by the wiſeſt of men being MI « 
en who were the difuters of thi; 
- . world, as the Apoliles phraſe is, 1 C 
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| not! only to us in our "day, but 
en co our - bleſſed Lard -hiniſelf- In 
She days of his fleſh, who fetchet tl 
anſe of it from Heaven, and adures 
infinite Wiſdom of God in it, 
ate 11.25. 5 other ſet Diſpus. 
Fitions that the ' Sadduces held with: - 
Pur Saviour , this in this Chapter id 
famous; where they diſpute 
gainſt the Reſurrection of the dend, 
an argument ſetcht a an, 
ü of 25: grounded - an inſtance 
Nt a woman that had been married co! 
wen Husbands facceffively/ : Nom, 
urſey they, if there be a RefurreQion,. 
1dSvholſe "Wiſe ſhall ſhe be then? ous 
MÞviour anfwers by deſtroying the 
Uſroand of their argument, and 'thews: - 
dg that they diſputed upon a falſe ſup-- 
al q on: for, faith he, In the Reſ - 
ibn there ſhall be no marrying, but n 
neal be as the Angels * God. in 
ecehich words this Doctrine is * 
| down (for 1 (ball not meddle vi 


Controveiſir.) (3549 of dl ER '7 
25 « That" the gif gun, fhdl 
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The Angelica Life, : 


Tame truth, as you may find, Mark 16 
25. Lak: 20.36. In the explication 

which point, I will ſhew, 1. Negatit 

ly; wherein the Saints ſhall not be lil 
the Angels. 2. Afirmatively , whey 
in they ſhall be like unto them, | 
as Saint Lake hath it, equel 4 
them. 


1. Negetively. The glorified $ ain 
Jhall not be like the Angels in eſſenes 
The: Angelical eſſence, and the rat ion 
Soul are, and ſhall. be different. Sou 
ſhall remain Souls (till, keep their ow 
| The effence ſhall not be chay 
ged,, Souls ſhall not be changed ir 
Angelical eſſences. | 
2:2» They ſhall. not be wholly ſpirit 
without bodies, as the Angels: The (pi 
rits of juſt men now made perfect, 4 | 

like to the Angels in this ſcnle 
they ſhall be after the Reſurrs 1 
tion: For now they are ſpirits with 
„ aut bodies; but the Saints ſhall hay 
bodies; not ſuch, as now (ſo corrupt 
tible, fo crazy) not in any. thing delp 
Rive. „ nat nerding crcature-ſup | 

But incortuptible, glorious bc 2 

dome ſenſe Spiritual bodies; 4 ch 
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Fibel by three characters, 1 Cor. 15. 
2, 43. Incorruptible ( ſomewhat more 
than immortal) glorious, powerful. Nei- 
her doth their having, bodies any whit 
abate of their perfection or glory, not 


Jender them inferior to the Angels: for. 
Een the glorious Redeemer of the ages 
Path a body, who is yet ſuperior to the 
ifs of ; and he ſhall change the vile bo- 


ies of the S unts, and make them like 
ro his glorious body, Phil. 3. whe. © | 
Neither have we any ground to be- 


q lieve chat the Saints ſhall be altagetheg 


Jens! to the Angels in dignity a+ d glory s, 1 

zut rather, that as man was at hiſt mads 
little lower than the Angels, ſo that he 

| Il never come to be exalted altogether ns 
high as they; for it ſeemeth, that the”. 


In: tatural capacity of an Angel, is greater _—_ 
chan of a man; and fo ſhall continue, 


with 


1 ha 
orr 


5 7 
8 s, 
1 


r they are diſtinct kinds of creatures. v8 
. beaſt cannot become ſo wiſe nd 
intelligent as a man; for then he would 
( "Fr to be a beaſt: ſo neither can a man 
come ſo large and capable as an Ange 
then he would ceaſe to be àa min. * * 


1 LY Aﬀermatively, The gloriticd Saints 


be like the Angels of God in ey: 8 3 
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ven; fuſt, In their qualities ; that i 
e being pure and holy; whether 
they (hall be equal to them in poſitive hos 

nes, or no, I know not: whether thy 

thall underſtand, and know, and love G 

in all degrees, as much as the Angels; I 
ſeems rather that they ſhall not; becauſe, 
zs I iid before, their capacity ſhall wy 

fo large. But if in this they be not a 
together equal to the Angels, yet it im- 
plies no imper fiction: for they (hall be 
boi ively holy as far as their nature is ca. 
& pablc; and ſo (hill be perſect in their 
15 kind, Heb. 12. 23. The ſpirits of Fult 
men made perfect ; They ſhall in this be 
F Rike unto the Angels, if not equal to them 
pen like unto God himſelf in it; Be ye bol 
am holy, 1 Pet. 1. 15. Mat. 5. ult But as te 
negative holineſs, the Saints ſhall be even 
„ "eos to the Angels of God in Heaven, 
g e. they ſhall have no more fin, no more 
corruption than they have. They ſhall 
be as perfectly freed from all iniquities, 
ee, and infirmities, as the 
Angels. What can be cleanet than that 
"7 which heth no unclcanneſs at all in it? 
Why, fo clean ſhall all che Saints} 
"Fae 21. 7 No unelean nr | 
Int 
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" The Angelical Life. 
into Heaven. They ſhall be without 1 
kind of fot or blemiſh, Ephel. 3. 27. 

V bich is a perſect negative holineſs: 
more cannot be ſaid of the Angels in 
this reſpect. As branches of this, 2 

2. As the holy Angels do reverence the 

Divine Majeſty, Iſa.6.2,3.they cover their * 
faces with their wings, crying, Holy, Holy, 

Holy Lord of Hoſts; ſo ſhall the gloriſied 1 : 

im- Saints. You may ſee what ſweet harmo- 
ny they make, conſenting together to 

. give all the glory of all to God, Re I 
11, 12. The Siints ſtood and cryed, Sali 
vation to our God who ſitteth aon 2 

bel Throne, aud to the Lamb: The Angels flog” 2 
wund about laying, Amen, Amen. 8 | 
3. Ia their readineſs to do the will 

God, and execute his commands; tber 4 

i} fore the Angels are deſcribed to haves 

wings, Ia. 6. 2. with twain they did flys = Y* 
How God ſhall pleaſe to employ Angels. 2 £5 

Lor Saints in the world to come is not for 
us to eÞquire : But they ſhall be slike 

{| ready to do his will, and ſerve his plea- + * 
hat ſure, whatever it ſhall be. Even whilſt >. 
it? I the Saints are imperſect on earth. e 
ein cry, H re am 1, ſend me, Iſa. 6.8. H] W 
uch more ready ſhall they be then, 
10 * * Ka Gn} 4 
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ws The Apgelical Life. 
. u hen all their ſeiters are knockt «|! 
„ 4. They ſhall be as the Angels in theig 
che arſul and unirearied execution of the 
will of God: So the Angels are, and ſo ſh. 
the Saints be. The Sp rit ſhall be they 
more willing, and the Fleſh ſhall.be zo more 
weak, as it is now, for when it is raited 
” . 2gain, it ſhall be in power, 1 Cor. 15 43. 
More things of this nature might be 
added: but I paſs lightly over them, be- 
E.. cauſe, although they be true, yet they 
are not pri. cipally lookt at in this T<xt; 
therefore. I come to the ſecond thing 
== whercin the glorifi.d Saints ſhall be like 
vynto the Angels, and that is 3 
21. In theix way of living. They ſhall be 
fe the Angels, 3. e. faith one truly, 


9 


= iouſi xc giod vx ec, living like the Angels * 
% How is chat? cur Saviour tells us, Nei- 
ther marrying, nor being given in mar- 
tige: it is added preſently in Luk. 20. 
36. For naither can they dye any. more : lt} 
E. -thcre be no dying, there will be no need 
of propagation 3 if no nced of propagt 
tion, tan why ſhould they marry ? The 
Angels zue firg'c, and know no other 
cor jarction; but with God in a (piritudl | 
manner: nomorc ſhall the Saints, 15 K 
- oh what jj. 


2. 4s my we 2 „„ 


* 4 : * 
wn, a „ wy 


© A- 
* 945 * 


enn, 
„ 
"2 


S 


* 7 P 
ff 2 , 


wat 7,* — 


m 13 
4 ER OF ONS WY OOTY OO? , 

* 72 1 p 1 — e * 1 
, - : * 5 I 

"2s * : # v * — 32 * „ 

* * ” 

8 a „ 
RTICUC. 5 v 
* 


what great mitter is that to be like the 
Angels in? what perfection is that? Ma- | 
py Saints, yea and finners too upon earth, 
are ſo like the Angels; nay; and the De- 
vils too. Thcrefore you muſt know that 
our Saviour under this phrafe of not 
marrying & e. doth comprchend all mau- of 
net of cycature-conrerſe, all kind of living - 5 
upon, and delight ing in the creature by : 
a Syne d ebe · of the pare, 28 is 2 
in Scripture, I have not given upon uf **. 
Hirb the P. ophet, yer the people cure 
auß me, Jer. 15. 10. i. e. I have hid no dc ali 
in the world, no negotiation:By 6 
he underſtands the whole, Ech. 25 44 
where, by eating their fruits, and e 
„ ing their m k, is underſtood the poſſ. f 
ſing of all that was theirs : And in m]π]⸗ 
ny” other places, the Spirit ot God ufes * 
ibis Tropical way of ſpeaking, OE 
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17 The Angels of Cod mither marty, 4 
od: nor are given in marriage, i. e. they Ls 


not upon any created good, delight not“ 
in any created comfort, but live entite- 
ly upon God, converſe with him, arc 
everlaſtingly beholding his glory, ard * 
.delighting themſclves in him: 

hall the glorified Saints live for N | 
. K 3 3 


U 
—_— TT. 
— 
» 2 1 4 7 
= - % > ” SE 
i 1 7 = * 
* . e 


> 
.* 


2 


* The gebe Life. 


= T beir bod ies ſhall not need nor uſe ere: un 
| ated (applies, ſood, phyſick, rayment, &ciro 
which things in this animal ſtate they 
ſtand in need of, Mat. 6. 32. But that's 
not all; for their ſouls ſhall not any lons 
ger deſire, nor hanker aſter any created 
« thing;but (as the Angels) ſhall be poſſeſt on 
x ol God, filled with the ſulneſs of God; all 
28 powers and faculties of them perfect. 
* retined & ſpirĩtualized, abſtracted from 
created things, eternally rejoycing & 
delighting themſelves in the contempla - 
tion and participation of the ſupream & 
iofmite good: For during this earthly & 
7 Fimperleck ſtate, not only the bodies of 0 
good men feed upon, and are ſuſtained 58 
1 the ertatures in common with other 
men, but even their fouls do taſte too 
uch of worldly contentments, & drink } 
o deep of carthly pleaſures, and crea- 


c 
; ER Even the moſt refined f 
| upon eatth, though they do not 
| 
| 


Fo . jd 


roperly feed upon any thing below. 
| Sod.yet do oft dip the end of their Rod 


2 this honey that lyes upon the earth 
(Vith Fonathax) do calt an unchaſt eye 
their carthly enjayments, and de- 
iD a way too groſs and 
unſpi ritual. 
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= unſpiricualz having abſtracted has 

rom God, and loving them with a di- * 
Ifict love. But in the Reſurtection it 
at's I ſhall not be ſo: for the holy Souls ſhall 
be perſectly conformed to the holy 
God,ſhall feed upon him ſingly, live up- 
eſt on him entitely, be wrapt up in him 5 
lf holly, and be ſatisfied in him ſolely and 
+ | cyerlaliingly: and fo ſhall they be n, TR. 
mf equal to the Angels. The — 
& it do not fill any truly ſanctiſied Soul 
a>, | upon earth, yet it hath ſome room theres 4 
* | but then it ſhall be perfectly caſt dut, and 

& | the Soul chall be filled with all the fi = 
3 | of God:the creature is now much in ſome” 
r 
! 


godly Souls, and ſomething: in all af oF 
them, but then it ſhall be nothing at - 9 
to them, or in them? but God ſhall be 
in al, all things in all of them ; as the w 
of the Saints living, and their er 
 ficd ſtate is deſcribed, 1 Cor. 15. abs 
Ivz # „ 04%; rum & Me; that. God 
be all in all. They ſhall inherit althings 2 
but how is that f "ah {ce the explicas*” o 
tion of it in the following words, mm 
will be their God, Rev — Hieb 
overcometh ſhall Abet all 1.9 ani 


mill be.bis God, God chall be unto them 
| K.4 * 1 
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2 | "The 4 A: hied Eo.” 
®” jnficad of all ching. In that fate there (hi 
be no nced of Sun or Moon, Rev. 21-2 
by which excctertand uſeſul creatures 
the whole Creation ſeems to be unders 
4 food, for they that ſhall live above the 
© Sun and Moon, ſhall certainly hee above 
all things that ate below thefe: But how 
** 1 F it follows, The glory of God 3 
* enlighten ihem, and the 1250 ſhall be 1 
- Tight:lo Rev. 22. 5 And there fh be 10 
- night there, and they need uo Car ali, neither 
1 of -the Sun; for the Lord giveth: 
"them light: All happineſs is derived into 
hem trom God 4 and thereſore there 
be no night „ no want of any crea- 
e to them, neither ſhalt | 
. defire any thing more of the cre- Y- 
9 * whether ſmall or great , whether 
0 or Sun. For cxplication of this 
their bleſſed life, let me allude to that of 
our Saviour, Lab. 12. 24. The 'Fowls of 
© the: Heaven neither ſow nor reap", yet 
—.— kerdech them: $> the Saints of 
ven neither want not deſire any * 
= grcated good; for they feed upon God 
he_ſupreme and. infinite good. And 1 
2 ea in, verſe 27. The Lilies neither th 
* Hem, * Ry in all hi- 
glory, 
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n wot arrayed like one by theſe +* 
Thele blaſſed fouls have no rein wp" 8 : 
all to things terrene and created , yet. 216 
they fo filled and adorned with the glory # 7 
of the infinite Maj ſty, that Salomon "uh 3% 
all his glory was a filthy and ragged thing! þ 
o ia compariſum of them. Ini a word, the fate © Fo 
* ol the glorified Saints and Angel is e 
out by our Saviour in the ſatut mane g, 
„by one and the ſame deſcription, and iht 
| is the ſeeing of God: The life of Ange, 
th is called a continual beholding of there 
% of God, Mat. 18. 10. and the ſtate o 
Szints glory and happineſs is alſu a Fn, * 
aof God ,Mar. 5. 8. He. 12. 1. RCT 25 
alt They ſhall ſee hu face, and bis name foall * 
4} bein: their forchezds, Now this phraſey 7 
cj the ſeeing of God, applyed bot makes . 
15} Saints and Angels doth place theis 1 
of} happineſs in God alone, (xc uding the 
of creature; and it doth import the "42 
*t | nels; and clearneſs ; and arise 911 8 
f ; chat their bliſs. . © - Wt”. 
4 Thus I have ſhewed you in what ſex oe 

d 8 Fam not able to ſhew ye ths 

| - what degree) the-gloritied Saints. 

* be like the Angels of God in | Hcavs * 
| 3 of nodes, bo vis upon th 

| K oc 
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God alone, ſhall be the aa 
"ch cha ofthe holy. Angels. 21 
Application. From the diſcovery of 
the ure flate of the Saints, I find my. 
elf filled. with indignation, 
bf: Againſt the carnal cons 
ie that many Chriſtians have of Hea - 
1 Gbriſtian: do IL. call them ! Nay, 
Herein they ſeem rather Mabametans, 
who place Heaven in the full and laſting 
- evjoyment of all creature: comſorts 3 
” nay indeed of finful and abominable 
2 or ec as one may read in their Al. 
It may be few Chriſtians are 
b ſo ſenſual; but, ſure I am, 
” the far greater fort of Chriftians ( (a1 | 
called) are very. grols and "carnal ;; at 
Abeaſt very low in their conceits of the 
late of future. happineſs ; Heaven is a 
word as little underſtood as Holinefs ;. 
and that, Lam ſure, is the greateſt my- 
| „ hery in the world; it would be tedious. 
8 a run 3 e particular various 
* . men in this matter 
3 and indeed | impoſſihle to knbw them. 
4 on ſort oſ people underſtand 
eicher juſt nothing by Heaven but 2 
Fee or: hel, but à free- 
* * „ nels-. 
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5 
tom bodily torment: A8, a 8 
Well affects them, but that dreadful w 
|! ah vn age Fe but the m, 
ſortable word, Reſt or {a - Ochers, S 
may be, think there is ſome poſitive -- F 
in Heaven, and they dream of an honout- 
bie. eaſie, pleaſant life, free from ſus 
„kind of toy le, labours, pains, perſecutians; ©. 
Ms | reproaches, penuxies which men are ſob -' 
8 ject to in this life: This is a true 
but much below the nature of that hap 
ſtate. Others are yet more highly eff 
with the words of Glory, and 5 
and ſtcem to be much raviſhed with” 
them; but are like men ig a maze. on I 
# wondexmicut , that admire ſomething 
that they underſtand: not, and.. are:alto= 
gether confounded in their own app 
henſions oſlit: As if. man tho 8 
mightily taken with ſuch 4 f 
28 Arabia — happy, and by a "bind 
ſeryor of mind ſhould deſite to go and: 
viſit it. Orhers-riſe higher yet in ir 
#pprebeeſions of Heavep, and log ng. 
on it ac a; holy: ſtate; bat dating 
bs. Mons perfect ſrecdom 
band all; temptatens toit: in © 
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"at wherein many a weary Soul finds 
reſt. But yet this amdunts not to 
I elsz it is a lower cohſiderati- 
on of Heaven, than what our Suviour 
bere preſents us with. - The. ſtars 
of thegloritied Saints hall not only be a 
Hate of freedom from temporal pains, or 
etertal piins or a freedom from ſpirituat 
ee but a ſtate of 
e poſitive holine ſꝛ; pure light, ardem 
we. ſpir e liberty, holy delights 3 when 
3 all e 5 ſhall perfectly vaniſh; 
All created Tore: ſhall be ſwallowed up; 
the Soul ſhin become of a moſt God- 
| þ- "Ihe diſpoſition,” ſhining+forth- in the 
Sly that he ſhall put upon it;#glorying F 
in nothing but the bleſſed God, Farher;. 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt , in bis divine 
unsgze and perfcctiont; and wrapt up 
;  ' Entire ne his infinite ſulneſo to al 
> eternity: Which hath made me- oft- 
times to nauſtate, and indeed to blame 
- the poor low-deſcriptions of the King- , 
een, which I have-found;-in , | 1 
* Becks +mons;for to dry yen and 5 
FL which de- defesibe® Howven: pris-- 
bs 4 plice n e it! lech c- 
zenets of beauty; Hermit ſo: ſecuriiy, 
8 * 5 ligdt ; 
. OS 
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bet and 5 Rich 1 
| og afehey-chink will moſt | 
commend an cartbly habitation; True in- 
deed, the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture is 
ed to condefcend ſo far to our 
capacities, as to deſcribe that Flori- 
rate to us by ſuch things as we do'beſt 
J underfland,and arcapt tobe: moſt- 1aken-- DE 
f | with, aud dazmbfizpratific our ſenſes in 
+. this world g Kingdom, Paradife,a Gi 
1 ur City;s Cromi m Inberis ee 4 


* BJ 


yet it is not the wilt of God that his 

enlightened people ſhould reſt in ſuch * 

low nations of Eterna! life: For in other 
places God ſpeulis of the ſtate of = 
- F according to the natare and excel : 
JF of it, and not according to the Weak” 
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vet of our -underfianding); and des 
} | feribes it at another rite; calling itt 
ie Augelt; and here the heb) 
of God (Mat. 5. 8.) M coming "with 
mea ſurt of the ftature of the — 
Grit, Epbeſi g. Gods beii g 44 
| whings/in us, 1 Gore its. 28. It is 1 
; Knowing Gde. of bi Son Feſt... 
cb, Joh. 2923) Inte word, which is, 
1 g es cen be poke] dig her indeed A 
007 reread ondeationd; el. 
| *. 
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ee Life. 


like ume God, 1 Jabs 3. 20 
i unte him. But this dle is 


| 5 1 2 matter Ee ebe ur 
7 * | „ low, 
O yet 
Reſurrecti- 
be zs the Angels of God in 
— to be like them then, . 
Altogether unlike them now I 
;n0t.in 3 pallion, but out of a juſt 
ion that Lhave conceived againſ 
5 All. and againſt the generality even 
of paints cherſclves. Iam not going to 
te. of Covetowſneſs- commonly ſo called; 
ers is a ſin much like to it, which is not 
linge ſin, but an evil and un- 
N 2 which is earibly: minded: 


BM . eſa, o. of carthly things or if 
2 would not be miſun- 
:rhopd:a living upon the cresture, or a 
os of the cresture with a diſtinct 
Ec the inſcafible ſecrecy, and 
le power of this @rratuce- 
Jove „ nagt ſuſpcientiy exclaim 


Io Why de we ſpepdiznoblc- | 
=" upon fuch Ie and e, 
nothing - | 
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£8 i 'SothingilAre weealled with ſucha 2 
LCulung, think you; chat dur conve nana 
cndculd be fo low ? Is the ſulneſs of te 
ſounta in yours, and do ye yet 
to fit down by, and bath your H wes 
the ſhallow fircams?is your life bid 
Jet Epriftin Gad why then do 3 
s if your life were bound up 
creature? Have you laid up nr 
in the bleſſed God ?- hat — carts 

then fo far from it? Is your appineſs | & 
Heaven? why then is not your: cont 1 
ſation there too ?- Do you count it ¹]. 8 
blils to fee God Fa then mer 
thoſe fond and wanton glauser th © 
caft upon created comforts, and-that + 
unchaſte love which you- beſtow: pom 
things below? I mean, nat only” the 
bleatings of the Sheep, aud the lnger 
the Oxen :. I ſpeak not of the g 
ſort of carthily- — nlaaliey- 
or covetouſnels ;- bat of that more 5 I 
i frned- and hidden © creatusesIoves, '& 
loving of friends; relations, bed . 

betty, life, und that not in Cod, 
with a love diſtinct ſꝛom tnt love 
le | wherewit he love Gods. /T'p 2 
ty. —_— and: for- his fake; az 
pr: | flow gz 
| ; 2 * OY 
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> Sri ond partaking of bche 
bim and with the Game love wherewith 
Es oy laye-God-hirpſclf, iSaHowed us: E 
SY: em with a particular love, I; 
diſtinct from God, to delight ir 
© + chem mecrly as creatures;and to follow 
+ thimw-aiffome good, or happineſs, or Joe 
„ Pleaſure were to be found i 2 diftin-! ett 
. whit 45 in God this is a branch 
_ Adultery, I had almoſt ſaid? 
To taſte a ſweetneſs in the . ce 
gon beauty and goodneſo 
b r 


of God in it, and the goodnẽſs ab 
pe we ought alone to taſte and 

: As we ſey, Dar fplendet radiis yo 

the wiſe ſhines with the rayes of 39** 

nd:fo mote truly; every creature ben 

ut by a: borrowed light; and 

d 

| 


—1 
Pen 
"4 

*- 


$:1Udto us the goodneſs , and 
„und fulne(s: of the bleſſed ® 
Tou have heard that the 
- fouls fh ul live upon God 
— wholly; cternally 3 and es 


not the lels glorious ſouls, 1 

do ſo tod, bens 

even we Who ere upon 
erat creatures, ſhould * 
; behold 


;» * 
99 


| NPs of 3 
; ils, ſweetneſs, perſeckion that ate in 15 
I cheſe cyeatures, all united and b E 
up in God, and fo feed upon them on.. | 
y in God, and upon God in all-them. It iss 
che character of wicked and -godiets* *. 
nen that they ſet up, and drive a trade ſor 
ö themſclycs; live in a way diſlinct from 
Iod, as though they had no dependence 
pon him, they love the world with? 
xcdominant love; they enjny e 
x dmforts ina groſs, unſpiritu il manner 


iey dwell upon the dark fide of ther 0 
ercies, they treaſure up riches, not 


| only - -ag 
Fa their cheſts, but in thier bertnthey 2 * 
j 3 creature, — — 5 th 

Wdzes, t their very on do fe 

em; ind thus, in a word, they WE» 
Gol in the world: l this is no wonder © 

er that which is of the earthy gd 
Needs be earthly, Fobs 3. 31. But is 10. 
e a monfirous thing, that a hes 7 Y 
Poul ſhould feed upon earthly-traſn “ * 5 


Peak without any Hyperbole ; the 2 % 
"ous King of Babyln looking 
\Ptiety of men, and herding 

„Fah che beafis of the earth, — 


Nie with the Oxcn, was not ſo 
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und a thing. nor half ſo monſtrous ot ud 
”  ſeemlygas the children of the Moi High: 
: Gos, forfaking, the true bread of Soul nin 
ud feeding, upon the low fare of carniſſme 
men, even created ſweetneſa, world 
 *»  goads:Nay,a.glorious. ſtar falling tromfih 
iss own ſphere, and choaking it ſelf in 
the duſt, would not be ſuch an eminent 
piece ol baſencſs: For what is (aid of ch 
nue God in one ſenſe, John 3- 3 . is tiu 
bol the truly godly in this ſenſe; He 104 
ermeth from Heaven is above all, ite. abo 
al cbings that are below Sod himnſelf. hh 
3. Shall this liſe of Angels be allo t t. 
| e of Saints ? This may tben ſerve. 46 Mt 
© - pawerſwll confuderation to meriifie in 
ie lebe of this animal life, to make \ 1 
wer of this. low. kind of living, anal 
E.- quicken us to long after ſo ble ſſed ot 
42D 206: Well might the Apodile ay i 
4ced, that to dye was gain, Phil. 1.2 
Fo, is not this gain, to exchange 8 | 
wine life; for an Augelieal likes a il 
>. - which is in ſame ſenſe common to 1 
2 vctybeaſts with us, for that which Wh 
* ſenſe may be called the liſe 9 
d For as the ble ſſed and holy Ges 
and fete 
lufncient 
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That a man will part with any Ig: 


e Life... 


kcient fi ] 3 coat, 
yy Bos thing wichode himſe 
ints live upon him, and upon the m— 


la me infinite e falnels and afar not need 


Creature- contributions. The Apo- 
indeed faith, That the laſt enemy to; 
 deftroyed is death, (1 Cor. 15. 26.) 


phi h is true of enemies without us ; 


jd it is true with reſpect to Chriſt, 5 . 5 
ho ſhall make a general. Reſurrection 


om the dead ; for that is the * 4] 


ning of it: But it is true alſo, "2 
e laſt enemy to be overcome withinus, * 
the love of life: Therefore it is Kid; 3 
p his life, Yb 2. 4. And we do 2 
excuſe the matter, and cry, Oh t * 


; is ſweet, life is precious. It muſi he 


ſeſt, and it may be granted 3 I believe »4 2 
at chere! is an inclination of the ſoul to 
body (ariſing from the dear: and uns" 


bnceiveable union that God: 
th made of them) which is purely na- 


(ſome {ay altogether neceſſary rl 


he maintaining of man in this 


and not in it ſelf ſinſul: 
ly .chere may nat be found. a mu m 


e carch 0e holy and * . g 


The Anpelical Life, 
whom this is not foundzcertainly it is tit i 
lift hinderance to be removed out of thẽꝭ 
way of our perfect happineſs. This, a ſu 
though in it (elf natural, yea necefſir pF! 
and without blame, yet in the inordinate 
neſs of it, ordinarily, if not conſtantly, bes 
comes finſul. I count him the moſt perfec 
man inthe world, who loves not his ownlfſ® 
ie with an inordinate, finful love: wh b 
I bbves it only in God, and not with a cree#ff** 
ture · love diſtin from God. There ang 

two waics whereby this natural and lau 

ful love of life becomes ſinful,viz. imni e 

derateneſi, and inordinateneſt: Inner 

7 is when men love their lig 

At that rate, that they arc filled with unf 
LM reaſonable. and diſtracting fears, care he 
== and thoughts about them, when tre 
whole bafineſ7 of life is almoſt nothin it 

elle but à ſtudiouſneſs to preſerve ii 
Feng of life. Inordinateneſi is wb 
men, though they do not love the 
Mees at that exceſhve rate, yet do loſ han 

fe as a creature- good not in God, n 
i order to him, but love it for it 4 
es ſomething out of God: Every c 
mai man in the world is guilty of r 
latter; und + doubt but few Saints ali 
2 | get Ty 


1 
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M! ether free from the guilt of it. Now that. 
is immoderate love of lifs ought to os 
edducd in Chriſtians, all men al 

vill grant: If any will not 2 it, we cin 
te easily prove it from the command of 
:360d, Mat. 6.15. Take no thought for your 
aſe, 1 Joh. 2+ 15-Love not the world, nei- 
4. the thing t has are in the world. Both 
Awbich 46% Af in the favourableſt inter- 


en Nretat ion that can be given of them, da 


ani the judgement of al), forbid immode- þ 
* 8 ion: Nay, a meer Philoſopher would 
force this from meer moral conſi- 
F&rations, which I cannot now ſtand up: 


n. But this inordinate love of life, as it 
Ra more ſecret, ſticking evil, a more re- 
*; ned corruption, is harder to be diſco- 


cheÞ< ered; and men are loth to be canvinged, 
inf | the evit of ic. Now this particular dis 


nd loving of life, not as in God but! in - 4 5 


k 
bel delt, as a creature-good, is clearly © 
Mmned in that firſt and great Come. 
of a ndment , Mat. 22. verſ. 37 
alt love the Lord thy God 25 all N 
rt, and with all thy ſoul, and with a 
y mind, g. d. God the Supreme, Inf 
ſte, Perfect, Original, Efſcatial, Scl 
eien Good, is to be loved in the 
| higheſt, 
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and ſtingeſt manne 
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*.. acknowledged, that mans chiefeſt con 
| fort and happineſs doth not ſtand in ti 
animal life. So then, life it (elf is to 
loyed in God, who is the fountain ane 
| ſpring of life, it is to be loved in thai 
_— Quality of a created good, and no othey 
wiſe: Now created goods are to be ally 
=: vcd only in the Creator, as coming fro 


bim, as partaking of him, as leading 
him. Argue the caſe g little, thus: 
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n it ſelf, and that sent ay thing. * : 
this world (for this world” hath Ml 
bing ſo noble, ſo excellent in 2 "5 
ul of man) it mult indeed be the Crea« . 
r himſelf. Well, God's the, © 
itWbprcam, ſelf-fofficient, =. 
to be loved with all the 
wers of the Soul, fingly and 2 
d the will of Gad being God himlelh; , 
not only to be ſubmitted to, or reſte@ T2 
but to be choſen and loved above all 
Peaced things; yea even above ">. 
, the beſt; of creatures. So then, if it 12 
halle the will of God to call for our lirem 
: ow * readily to give them up; R 
rolif@ufc we ought-to love the will of God 
gh * more than our lives. I pray you | 
IS ret the will of 
bd" being pure, holy, 
t only be — e 
t even loved and thoſen above 'a 
leatures: Now the will of God js nd 
e only whereby he teacheth — 
Sue preſcribes Laws to them, hut 13 
j erchy he rules, and governs e be 
„ and diſpoſes' of men in * 2 
2 of life, or taltes a Cy tn 
is hows theo The cternal fountain bY 
1 WE 24 
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F A. ee ſend forth 8 
. t is petfectly good: and that which 
( perfectly good, ought to be loved with ml 
4 — (as far as poſlible pale. 
| ſect loye. This you will ſay, perhaps, i a 
Vigll and a hard ſaying: But, let it nal 
4 ſeem jmpoſlible, fora man to love his o WI. 
Bie only in God, and in ſubordination i 
him; fot this God requires (and he r&; } 
quires not things impoſſible) Lak 14 2 
7 Fu man come after me, and hate not | 
4 > n bife;be cannot be my Diſciple, i. e. 
4 8 imply hate it, but in compariſon of x 
and my will: It js not then impoſſib 
12 you ſee it is a neceſſary. duty, wi 
3 we cannot be -Chriſts D 
ples. The Saints of old found. it p 
* Gble; .. Holy Paul gives this e 
* ihr. d. 21. 13. I am ready to dye 
ot jo | Jerufalem for the name of the Lord Zeſa 
and 4d. 20. 24. I count not my life. dt 
+ 1 mm me, ſo hat Lnight fn N con 
2 with joy : It is witmſſed of th 
3 _ : fp A jy Rev. 12,4 
3 — t they b got thrar, lives unto 1 
boy death,.i. g. they, did not value them 
3 God and his truth. Nel 
„Akt any one flatter bimſelf, and » 
vg IE * ü 
12 tu > Mo 
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The Angelical Life, 11, 
a, if L were called to dye for God, I ; 
uldixather do it than deny him: For 
will of God is as much do be eyed in 
ws (ending for us by a natural death, as 
Jy Martysxdom, and a not giving up our 
res to him at any time, is as truly to 
y him and his willi as not to give 
up at the ſtake, when we are called 
it. Beſides, how ſhall. we imagine that 
Me thatris unwilling to dye in his bed, 
duld be willing to dye at a fiake? Now | 
is: duty. of being mortiſied to the love 
this animal life, being ſo difficult, yer! 
neceſſary, and fo noble; how doth it j 
dme every Saint to ſtudy to attain to 
perfection ſ which, that we miy, let us | 
r upon our ſelves this Confideratioa 
Doctrine, That the glorified Sams 
off live as the An velt of God in Heaven. 
know that it this body were broken 
wn, this low life cut off, we should 
e like Angels, not being beholden on 
bre to poor creatures for help 
mfort, but ſhould be filled ith. the 
wes of God, filled with his 
LAZIOTY, and live opon him ent 
thermore. Yea I may ell that this 
y-living. above our own lives, meerly 
| L at 
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ED... - The: Anzeli cal Life. 
|.  atthowiltof God, is a participation of chi 
"= wal Lite:cven:m/thisworld:; There 
fote labour tobe. mortified to that love 
this life wich is here upon earth yea bſſſk 
- weary: of ir, yea almoſt aſhamed of it. jo 
- 3: Shalk-we thus lie che lives of th 
Angels ſubſiſtinz in God) feaſtintz 
on him, fu led witivhim to all eterni 
This 1 moderate our forrùm which: 
cancei:e ſor the IH of any created cad | 
houſes, lands, husband, wife, children 
rt u little while; and. ve, ſtral b not! 
ric, em \ {hall} not! need! them, mn 
nt:Ucfirethtminy mort. PTheible: 
els live 2 glorious! life, and t N 
heve none of theſe ; but are perfectly 
ſoisfics in the enjoyment of God alone 
They: have no wives nt chuldtert ! ye 
Abbey want none: Aid yet a little: hüte 
and we ſh ill have none teithtrynci 
„we want them, Having all thing 
in che God of all things; They neithy 
mayry, nor arc given in marriage; 50 
ate in donjunct ion wäich the Frech 
wn Io ve, add gο,ά s, 20d) eruthi 
f 5 and o * nb wana Dad 
thing. If. you have no. Candles leſt 
ME Rowſey yet: EC IN OR 
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| the Sun will riſe upon 
ball need none, and yet 
afSoughitoo. Im a word, leave live - Wo 
e them whilſt you have them, and} > 
u will, be the better able to live wirk- 
t them, when they are removed · 
„ 1 come now to the fiſth and laſt 
fe that I hall make of this Doctiine ; 
d oh that you and I may make this 
wppy aſe of it! Shall the Saints be as the 
renfſingels of God in their way of living, in 
ing upon God, and enjoying all hap- 
hallincls in him alone! for ever? Shall this 


trtainly be our life in Heaven? Oh then! 
hour to begin this” lift u * . earth / I 


. 
. 
94 


ne 


pu cannot perſectiy tranſcribe, yet, at 
ſt, imitate that Angelical kind of life. 
£ Phough you'ore- here jtnprifuntd-in's) 
fle ody of earth, & oſt cumbred and clo 
dich bodily. infirmities, and called to at- 
n nd upon bodihy neceſſides ; yet, a8 far as 
eis animalſtate will permit, live upon 
| bd. Do not cxcuſt nor. vindicate that 
kind off carthly-life3-:do-npt juftifie: 
ur living: below and beſidcs but 
up your ſelves to beh where 
ur kappineſs * Ne live not wil-. 
ly below it. Od 


2 WITT . 


4 9 he Angelica Life. 
more than. bare hope in this worle 2 b 


God: the hh ſſed, infinize and-communig! 
cative. good, hath not lockt up hjmfeſy 
ſo fat out of fight, but that he gives high®? 
people a comfortable beholding of bind 
even whilit-they. are in their Pilgrimay 0 kt 
and what Solomon ſaith of the life of the 
gadly, he means it of their preſent lil # 
Prov. 15-24+ The way of life is above 
the wiſe : Their living not only ſhall b Ib. 
but is now above; it is a high way off ®* 
living: They are certainly a puny (ort of? 
Mechanical Chrifliahs, that think ar 10 
talk only of a Heaven to come, an“ 
dream of an happineſs without then | 
and diſtinct from them: The truly god . 
ly and God - like ſoul. cannot ſo content hy 
himſelſ, but being ſpirited and principle 
from Tore, is carried out after t | 5 
Inünite and Almighty. Good, 2s u thir = 
is: carzied towards its centre; ang 
haſtens into his embraces, as the Iro 
haſtens to the Load- ſtone, and longs 1 al: 
1. 


be in conjunction with it. If chereſul ; 
ye be . Heaven, live above all, ab 
all-carthly ching: If ye; be. tiſu wit 


.Chrift; ſeek the things that are al 
| ans if ye be br of God live upa 1 


3 The Angelical Life. 8 
11 God, and ſuck not the breafts of £ Qrar- = 
id E Deny, 2 live b fide ſelf, 2. c. live 
10 [{ bot to your juſt, I've not to the ſervice 
of your ſenſes, to the luft of the fl. th, to 
"Ihe luſt. of the eye, to the pride of ſe g 
It not your ſouls be ſervants to your fins, 
Sho nor to your fenſes; that were for Kr. 
; * wants to ride on horſe back ard Pt inees 
et to walk on foot, Feliſ. 10: . Live 4 
Jbove fell, i. e. tet your ſouls quit all their 
a 3 interell in themſelves, and entirely 
G clign themſelves to God as to all points 
nth duty and fervice, But that's not all; 
m beither is that it which 1 preſs you'to 
{Fom theſe words but live above the an 
8 ure and 'wha(ſcever is in it, z. Gelig 
*FHibg in God, converſing and com 
Iwith him alone, as the chiefeft 0005 
Deſi re not any creature any further, an 
it may help you forward td e 
1 a reator 3 neither detight in it ary furs 
her, than as jt eithet reprehnts ſome 
ale the divine perſections, Wine 


Flomerhing of divine love, ot leadeth to 
divine pzrtic'pation or cou 
on: Seeing we ſhall cone t live aj 
U God, and deligiu in God dont 
5 creature z let us now live upon 
e L. 3 le. d 


Tue Angzelicdl Life. 
feed upon, love God atone in every ert 
ture: Now to give you a more diſting 
Rnowledge of this high and noble life, JF 
will explain it in ſome particulars, neg. 

tively. and affirmatively.  Fizlt, : Neg. 

tively. | q ; 
1. Live not upon Self ; I ſpeak not q f 
living unto Self, but live not upon SclF' 
Self. excellencies, Selt ſufficiencies, any 
created àaccompliſnments, which wa 
the liſe of the Stack, thoſe great Philo 
4 ſophers, who placed happineſs in the em 
joyment of themſelves, which they called 
: — eracetie- To enjoy ones ſeli indeed is, 
5 2 Lbs 2 noble priviledge, a duty M! 
pel, Luk 21. 19.; Poſſeſs ye youy” 
eule But how mult we pe RAY 
'why only in God, He injoys himſelf, 
. Not who in à ſullen melancholly,} 
retires to a ſolitary and monaſtical iſe 
as; many of the ſowrer fort of Papiſts do, 
- 2; Nos be that in a proud mood] 
dos the perſections of God ſhinigg 
forth in other men; and hiding himſelt}. 
from them through envy, contents hims | 

(cif to fit, and admire his own perſonal 

eompliſhments „ as many humor ili 
5 3 8 4 3. Not 


The. Angelic al Life; 

2% Norhe who finding nothing with- 

1. it him, nor knowing nothing above 

fe, 1 toxgive his ſouſ her ſull ecit, ſet tles up- 

eg ip n 2 6owidaticnnd hislow m and admircs a 

4s bell lafpeieney in the temper ot his nNwn 
Ipirit u little ſubducd by: Philoſophical 

t e if Precepts,as the Stick did and our Qu2- 


& 
a > 

© 

N 


. kers do: But he who enjoyes himſelt in 


God, le. Who doth hot view: bimſelf 

1 in the narrow: point of his! bn Bing, 

ils. bat taläng a view of himnſelf in the un- 

en; bounded eſſence oft God, loves, and en- 

lea joyes,and values himſe li, and all his . 
i {ſonal excellencies as he is in God, and 

partakes of his 


of of mans creation; who wasi made ſer a 
higher good: Aud herebya mans ſhall ne- 
ver obtain true happineſi, for it is peculiar 
65 to God alone to be happy in himſcll. 
Io} In 4 worde s Soul that confines it felt 
0 toit (elf and lives, and moves, and 
ng rejoyces only within the, ,marrow!!edl 


Mot its dn patticutcy Bring >deprivcs 


7 | Lit felf of that Almightÿ and Original 
“ Goodneſs and Gloryxtiat fills the 
el þ & world, and ſhines t horow thewhiote! 
| "*$:Cpcation:' 1 3r:$1111240 No. 10 .. 
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perfection To live ins. 3 
Tae; of {ci6conveal i below the end += 
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The Angelical Life: 

2. Live not upon any creature * | 
your ſelves. Self indeed is a creature, b 
1 clearneſs in proceeding, we' 

ſtinguiſh them. Now this is the life 

* reateſt ſort of men, they live beſide 
cl and move only within the ſphere of 
the creature:you will eaſily underſtand 
that I peak not of the bodies living upon 
the creature; for ſo God hath appointed 
that it ſhall live: and yet as to this too, 
fay. with our Saviour, Max liveth not by 
bread alone, G. But Iſpeak of the Soul 
of whe living upon the creature as its I! 
94 eſt good, and feeding upon it as its, 
beit fare: They riſe up; carly, and ſit 
* 2 arg is not in all 1 
They ate filled with do- 

meſtick and faxcin comforts, but be- 
hold not the Father of Lights from 
whom all 3 They live up- 
on the things of the world, yet 
live wit God in the world. Now 
by theſe men, i 

1. 1 do nat mean thoſe Heathens' 
that in the moſt Idolatrcus manger, do 
in the literal ſenſe, ſet ip the creatures”, 
: for Gods. . 

2+ Nor thoſe Chiitians that i in moſt 
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The Ampelital Life.” 223 
' groſs manner do make Idols of the crea- 
13 place their happineſꝭ in them. 
No nor only thoſe-earthly 3 6 
. who follow the world too 
ly, and have ſuck « deep and roo 
. ſp: & for it. that they can be ddt 
content to ſuffer creatuge-employments - 
to juſtle God and duties ont of their 
hearts and houſes, whole worldlineſs is 
apparently too hard for their Religion. 
Who then? Shall we come any Mr 
cS 3 
4+ Thoſe are guilty of creature con- 
vorſe, who do not enjoy all creatures in 
God; who love any thing in any ctes- 
ture with a diſtinct love, that do net 
e. | love it only ia God; who love filver, 
m old, houſes lands, trading, friends, 
P 
ct 
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. | with a particular pinching love: O's take 
e | heed of this ctestute love + of valaing 
* | any created thing any otherwite than 
Jin God, amy otherwiſe than as being 
ns | from God, partking of him, and lead» - 
lo ing to him. | 
es 3. Live not upon — Theſe 
i ue Gods iaſtitutions; love them, cleave 
I os them; attend upon them, let no 
{[kmptarion cauſe you to. leave them ã 
L:5, | 0 


The Angelical Life. 
but live not upon them, place not yourRes, ' ; 
ligion,place not your hope, yourhappineſt a 
2 4 butlove them only inGod-attend. 
upon them, yet not ſo much upon them, 
as upon God in them, lie hy the Pool, but 
wait for the Angel: love; not, no not 2 
divine Otdinange. for its own' ſake: Why? 
who doth ſo? Alas, who/almoſt doth noo [| 
, Thus did they in Ezek, 33+ 32. 
who. delighted in-the Prophets <lo- 
quence, and in the Rhetorick of his © 
Sermons, as much as in 2 well tuned b 


voice; and harmonious muſick: and ſo 3 
do thouſands in England, who read the] 


Bible ſor the ſtyle or the ſtories ſake; * 
and love to ſit undet learned and ele- 5 
gant diſcourſes, more for accompliſp- © 


_ mint, than ſor comirf ont: and (warms 
of Priefts who preach themſelvcs, more - 
than Chriſt Jeſus even in hs own ordis | ©: 
Manccs.z'-a$ a proud Boy. rides a: horſe 
into the Mirket, to ſet ſorth himſelf more 
War his Maſters goods... 

But there aremany not ſo grols 43 

Abel who do yet uſe: ordipances in 4 

way very groſs and unſpiritual, placing |. 
their devotion in them, and; linking 
their Religion into a ſetiled courſe of | 
ann, Y 


* * 


— 


. The  Augelical Life, 
| Bearing or praying; who will wait upon 
[;God(asnhey calat)at ſome ſet and ſolema | 
urs, Ne Moon: and g abbath, it may be 
evening and morning but Religion muſt 
not be too buſie with them, nor interme d- 
dle in their ordinary. ffaixs, or wordly 
employments, it hath no place there; they ö 
do not count it a garment fax every dayes 
wear. 
3. And not only theſe, but cyen al- 
molt all men are too apt to ſeek ret in 
duties and ordinances 3, or, at leaſt, to 
4 he pictiy well ſatistied with the work | 
10 done, whethey they have gopvealed 
P wüh God there or Oa if eu love 


— 


55 your Sauls, ſeck your bappinets higher } . ©. 
* converſing. with divine Ocdinances, | 
* , Cont. {«, is honqutahle and amiable, but 


it is too low, a life for an 17 tas Soul. 
"i Hffirmatinugly... 

Let nothing N e but God 
himic)f;, take up with no pleaſure, no 
argafure, no portion, ao paradiſe 5 nay. 
* e fo PRE 17 below the in- 
a | Spit, f. 1 ent. 1 0 


e hon let you. 17 AF 


„ and. 0. the, 1 we his .- 


$4 ff # ® 
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nme; follow hard after de bnor che © 
Lord, and to enjoy the Father 
his Son Jeſys Chriſt ; let you fellowſhip. 
be with the Father, and with the Son by 
the Spirit, 1 Fob. 1. 3. O love the Lird 
alle bis". Saints , Pal. 31. 23. yea, love 
him with an y pur foul, and an you 
firength, Mar. 22 37er, and keep your 
ſelves alwayes in the love of God, Jud 
Dr parry and increaſe in theJove of 
op our ſelves in the love of God. 
Oh ed uty!Qaamiable pleaſant task 
Oh ſwett and gratefuf command! Away 
ye ccowe of creatures, Imuſt keep my 
heart ior my God: Away ye gawdy lurors 
away ye glivcering toys, there is no toom- 
for you: My whole e ſoul, if its capaci j | 
were ten thoufana times Lirger than it 
is, were too ſcant co-.coterrato the fo 
preme good, fo let in infinite” ghaodnels 
and fulne(s, ON charge it upon your 
ſelves with the greateſt vehe mence! 
love the aal * A th 1 
ia the love of G let the love 
confirain 


* 


— reren rere 


= you, and keep me hs. 

Jer the men powrefull conflriints of it., 

Ia a Worch, thee a 4 
cated life it drink at the foun- 


* 0 tain, L 


we” 3 ee 82 


The Angelical Life. 
ie m, ſeed upon iuf nite fillneſadepend ap» 
h D 
12 veſcerchable wiſdom, and unbounded: 
y | loveiſee nothing but God in 

taſte nothing but God in the world, de- 

ght your ſelves in him joniʒ for com- 
munion with him, and commtimications 
from kum, to receive of bi f 
neſs grace for grace,” Then do we'tive 
moſt like Angels, when we live" aloft 
purely in God, and find all the powers of 
our fouls ſpending themſelves Rim, 
and our ſelves, our life, and all the com-- 
forts of it fl ing from him, and | apain 
ſwallowed up in him But beruft we are 
yet in the body, l ſhall explain it in theſe 
following particulars.. 

1. Converſe with God in all your Self 
excellencierAbade' you before not: 
verſe with theſemow; Al, convette 
Gad intheſe. Thus do the Angels, As. they 
no nothing thit they bank. of their 
my enjoy nothing diſtinct from 
God:They are excellent creatures, ©% 
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The. Angelica Lie. 
* 3 your ſelves; 1 not in u own? | 


1 THE. hut in the Eons of; ; 
n your ſelves as be- 
688 dag the midſt of an In- 
fue Eſfence, in which the whole Creation 
is, as it were, wrapt up, and dpth ſubſiſt. 
n And, whatever. ,. excellency. ;,you 
find 1 in zour Souls or Bodies, glosk not . 
upon. it as, your o²⁷]q˙un maintain not a 
and TJuum, à dilliaction ot in- 
tereſis between God and your ſelves; 
but look Upon all 3s Gods, Aud enjoy 
it in. Us "2 
2, Whe en Ap ind, you| Epen tempty 
ed i to.caft a tond and ünchaſte look: up; 
on the beauty, ſtrengeh, activity, or 
temper of yout own bodies, upon the 
1 Ac conſtancy, courage, 
pb, your own, Souls; take 
hee of. ſetling into a, ſclh h\ 4dmizacion 
of any.of em,but enjoy them in God, 


an 
an 555 This, O wy. Body, this, 
8 1 than, the ports: 


3.theſe. 
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The Anyelical. Life" 
mired, deſire td be commended, fret atbe- | 
ing undervalued 3 I mcan not in a ſelſiſſi 
manner, but rather break out in a ſpiri- 
” Þ tual paſſion with the Plalmift, Ob: that 
5 nen world praiſe the Lord for bis gadgineſ?, 
ud ſor bis wonderful works in Laie 

43 of men |: Plalm. 1070. 8. 
* 3.Niy,let me add, hen you find yur , 
J (elves ready to put your own'ſtanifppupan 
„Gods beſt coinzto look upon ſupernatural 
? } gifts and graces with a ſinful ſelſiſn ad- 
I miration, remember that you have them 
only in Chriſt-Jeſus, add emo them in 
your bead; labour to er joy grace it ſeiſ 
only in Chriſt ; as the Apottle; Gaz tao. 
I yet not I, bus Chriſt in me: Ilaboured, 
* | yes not I, but che grace of God. 1 Cor; 1 5 
080 ought we to glory l belicye I love; 
Im patient,penitent, humble yet not I. 

but the grace of Gad that is with 

Chriſt Jeſus that dwelleth in — — 
deed a godly. man Who thus liyes at the 
very height of his own Being yes and a. 
boxe it too, knows beſt ho to reverence 
bicelf ea and 40 love himſel too, and 
vel withouriany (clHlove.:.-Farvhe loves 
himſclfio God gud his owp anden 

_ namens. 
„ed 


The- Angelical Lc. 

2- Converſe with God, and live upoti 

him in the exccllencies of all other eres. 

tures, & in all your creature - enjoyments 

We cannot live without creatures, as the 

d2 indeed;bar let us come as near 

them as we can, which is by living above. 
cfeatures: —_ your happineſs in Gods, 

and yous hearts upon himzlabour to find 
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— 
IS” 


God all things ro you, and in you, end 
to be tilled with his ſulneſs, labour to 
— your underſtandings filled with the 

of God, your wills fi! ed. 
— his divine will, your hearts filled 


with his infinite goodneſs & ſwcetneſs, 
your memories filled with the emem - 
brance of his name, your whole ſouls; 
filled with his holy and pure Image, fil- 
ledwith the fruits of his holy Spirit:“ 
Ni let cheſe very bodies be filled not , 
only with his good creatures; but more 4% 
y wich bis good will in the. 
creatures. It is ſaid indeed of the ſen- . 
ſual Epicures of the world, that theit 
bellies are filled with Gods bid aan i 
b e. wich rare and preciou 12 
But how'much — — an che 
bellies of his Saincs with his hid-trea- |; 
ns : when he ſeedeth them with his þ 
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The . vals [ Life. 


| divine favour, and dipperb bis band with 
n them inthe diſh? This is meat within meat 
eh the Saints cat of,which ocher man 


they ſeed at the ſame Fable, now 
f tot of. The glorified Saints ſhall be ſatis- 


d wholly and perfectly with the dwine 


Image, ſuining glorioufly on them, and in 


1 themzto which purpole that of the Pfal- 


4 miſt may be accommodated,Pſab 17. 1. 
'* | ber I awake, &. Well, we cantiot be to 
0.1 ſatisfied in this life, it ſeem however 
ie though we cannot be 40 f with 
4d lies yet let us not be ſatisfied without it, 
d [por ſatisfied with any thing  beides-it-2 


5, [Refolve,” holy Soul, well, if K avuft nor” 


2 ſatiahed with the Image of m 
venly Father till I awake, I will lie 
{down and fall aflcep hungry 286 l am 

. ; for I will not fill my mouth wich 
nor my foul with the . backs tba 
Swine do ea. But, in the racan time, 


et what you can of God out of creature» 


&@joyments. 

1. Enjoy all things for God : And that 
hcl _ ways. 

. fe all for Thoſe tiches / ho- 

1 18 AP , Intereſts Wiens, which are 

feet pen the beet of. cen, et de 
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a The bee Lift. 
be as beelr to you to carry you Heaven 
ward let you: Souls be. winged with 
. thoſe very enjoyments, where with the 
wingt of others arc pinioned;, and thit 
which is ſewel to their world luſts, let c 
it be as fſewel to ſeed and . nouriſh youth c 
ſpiritual love. To uſe what we have foth «« 
God, i the only way of not abuſing itt o 
This is one way of enjoying all for God 
to uſe all for himjand yet there is ſomt 
thing 7 in that phraſe of enjoying tc 
all for God, than thu-, vi. lit 
2. Value no ereaturt comfort any fun 


ther ahan as it leads 10 God: And this in 'w 
_ @ double ſenſe ioo Firſt, Value things tb] y. 
be good only by this, by their leadir | 10 


you unte God. Pirſedam in ſuo g ab 
eft menſura reliqueram': Now God be. 
ing the Supreme and Infinite Good, am in 
thing is ſo far good, as it leads to the pg 
enjoyment of him: Now the emo gi, 
ment of God is only, in being like te. 
him; Holineſs is his Image: So the zig 
every thing is good that tends to ſanchi an 
fication, and to make men partakers fal 
a Divine - Nature. We are uſuau ch. 
miſtaken in the true notion of, go Ih 
0 5 evil, ot mercies and money Pu 


Y © 


5 The Angelica Life. 
< -judgiog according to the taſte, as ſooliſh 
Patients do; but Gods thoughts are not 
ne our thoughts. Meaſure all things by 
the proportion they bear, and the tenden- 
cy they have to the Supream Good ; and 
call not any thing evil that brings nearer 
to him, nor any thing good that draws 
ny off from him. Secondly, When you have 
found a thing that is really good, tend- 
ing and leading to the chief good. and 
ic the poſſeſſion of him, labour to injoy 
it; and re joyce in it only under this no- 
tion, as ſuch; when you love it, let it be 
with a pure ſpiritual love; and ſo order 
your delight in it, that it may be ſaid, 
ing . you, do rather rejoyce in the end of it, 
than in the injoyment of it. 
2. Another way of living upon God 
y in the creature, is, Jo enjoy all things as © 
Par taking of bim. Every good and perfict 1 
\ is from above. Eve bearnot crear 
ted light floweth out of the Father of | 
d Hight, James 1. 17. When the bleſſed 
2 and glorious God framed. this ſtately 
* of the viſible world, becauſe 
1 ere was nothing better in the world 
in, himiclf, he was pleaſed; to copy 
t himſelf in it, and to ſpread bis awe 
infinite 


. —. << . 


The- Auge lieu Life, 
iuſimite perfect ioms over it, and thorow 
it; Rom. 1. 20. o that every particular 
good is a bloſſom of the firſt goodneſs ʒ 
every created excellency is a dark draught 
of God, and a broken beam of this infi- 
vite Sun of Righteouſneſs, Created life, 
beauty, wiſdom, goodnefs, ſweetneſs v art 
nothing elſe but cMuxes, or rather ebul : 
litzons ont of the (elf. ſufficient fountain, 
ſcant cotnmunications made of himſelf. 
from uncteated life, eſſential wiſdom, u- 
niverſal goodneſs; And under this notis 
on we boght only ta enjoy them, zud de. 
light in them: And if we do ſo, we do u 
c much enjoy them, as God in them. OY 
labour to do ſo! look upon the perſecti- 
ons which you find here aw, not {0 
much as the perſe ctions of this or that], 
particular Being, but as they are ſo mas 4 
ny drops riſen out of the fountain of ln 
al} perſections, in whom they all yo 
meet, and are concentred. It is well 
77 by one, In @ particalar Being 
de tbe univerſal gootneſy , let t 4 | 
whole world be as the Garden of God: 15 
= toyov, where every Keature is a non 
- - rom which you ſack ſomething 
g * divine fweeinels. ' Alas, at wha 
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1 The Angehical Life, 7 
bow and ſenſual tate do we live, whey: © 
we rejoyce in creatures, either as they as 
ercellent or as they are awrez where in- 
dced neithet of thele is true: For they: 
F | are not excellent, but God is excellent in 
them: And how can we call any 
our own, when God made both, us and: - 
all things for; himſelf ? Oh how ipjurts - 
1 {ous is it to che bleſſed God, when we-- 
t; | rob him of his own perfeRions that he 
bath imprinted upon the creature. hy lo- 
ung it, and delighting in it not a8 in him, 
©* | but as ſomething diſtin from him Nay, 
ot we are then injurious to our ſelves, as we 
NF ſhall ee by and by. Labour 10 enjoy,and- 
Ito converſe with God in the cceatuses. 
ſo Ob bow precious are abe thoughts of thee un- 
{to me, Oh God! cryed David, when he had 
been meditating of the creatures excel- 
lencies, Pſal. 139. 17.Labous to abfirat 
your mind from terrene even in 
uwe enjoyment of them, call upon. 
pour ſelves to love, and live, and feed- © 
1 N in them, live not upon the 


Fj — 9 — — eee b | 
*.4wy- thing og” is is 4 | 
© Tinboite: Goodneſs ! Is chere any 
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ſweet? Oh how ſweet ig the God chat Ft Ye 
| mg it o Is there any thing lovely? 
it is 4 picture of him whoſe name is Fe 
Lee. Is any thing firm, ſtable, laing? 1 
it is a ſhadow of that glorious eſſence} { ha 
with-whotn there is no ſhadow of change. | td 
Have you any thing ſtrong ? it ariſes out 
of that God with whom is Dan i 
ſtrength: Doth any creature give ref 1 
caſe, refreſhmept 7 it ſprings out of ch8 
All-atisfying fulneſs of God. In a ah | 
labour to climb up by every created ex- 2 
cellericy, as by ſo many beams to the Fa Ii 
ther of lights: let all the world be to you the 
as Gods Temple, and be ready to ſay ofifly1 
2 place, as Jacob, Ham dreadful it 5 
lace; ſurely thir is no other than thi 

1 F God That God wh n 
thorow all created Beings , and from 
himfelf derives ſeveral prints of beau At 
ty and xcellency all the world over) ; 
But eſpecially take heed of your on q' | 
created-comforts, that they do 20e I! : 
ſenſibly lead: away your hearts, and e al 
ſnate you intaig/-Ainfa), particular, 'diif@u} 
ftind' ve of them, Which 16 #1 
Don committed) ; hardly: diſcerned 
and maſt ** reſotmed. If 


| . 


| The PORE Life: 239 
_ from- thele inordlinate aſſecti- 
; ſuxe they ate but fem, and thoſe 
{have come dearly by it; as he laid | 
> in nee caſe 3 with a great ſumm they 
* 125 this freedom, they have pay- 
Fedifar it, nat With the foresking of the 
1 Nbalifines, but with the lives of what 
4 they. lo lowedy there being uo way: to 


5 bars evil dictendper, but cutting alt” _ 


iber member infected with it, the part 
bat it fed upon. As. a branch of this. 
ad, let me add, labour to live G 
1 11 the : axcellencies ef other men value. 
them andi all their acepliſſients n- 
of | Gbd, as the that did. deligers Daum 
tantem im Auguſt ino: Admire God, 
1 A in joy God in them: Where ever 
Fee: wiſdame, goedueſs,. ipgoluity,.; 
al gag" ar: afiy other ac 
u- p tha nt: My, Hetze and there * 
. . Aud this is the honeſt Ar 
14 . our ſclres Maſters of whatever. 
nls another m— and injoying it, as 
mY s he himſelif doth 5. ves. 48 
9 if: iti were, curd „ Mben Wel 


all tlieke cops: 
je all in 1 wy 


Pos 


1 gs! js 1 may add 4 
| particular or two. 1 
. Cinrverſe wb. God, 2 Amit 
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The Angelical Life. | 
ee En more 4 2 


_ vu lonk well 
1 you will find that 
. ſo - after them; as after 
od in mem not aſter the dead let- 
, but after theliving God, PH 42. 2. 
My ſoul thirffetb for God, for the vi 
* and Pal. 84. 2. My beart a 
th out for the Ling God. Let 
fe} preacht or tead be as 8 vice 
* 2 3 talking with you; let your | 
Menferenct be a comment upo1that words 
let meditation be as a kind of bringing 
down God into yout ſouls; and prayer. os 
. up of your Souls uata Godzuo : 
g but faith and love: put idee phaales, 
d fo of all the rel. 
M Converſe with God in of hit. Prove 
xl 2653 prdipc rity ? adveriuy , 2 2 
ry, health. ſickneſs ,. peace in 
eplexity, This is 8 large Theme: 
2 TEE to proſperity; 1 Have ſpoken! 
me ing ieady nder that hend ot 
W 3 with God in N 
a ents : As for adycrliry , I have 
| Em 0 more in a dilcourle;- to 
e and commend the Art of cn, 
| 7 M ver ſing 
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verimg with God in nene: 


this time; converſe not with loſſcs, wahtt 
fflict ons; but with God in 1 5 al 
that not only with the juſtice, rightcouſs . 
neſs, ſeverity and ſoveraignty of God iq 
chem but wich the goodneſꝭ & mere q* 
of God in them: They: are dark”: 
Providences, we had not need to Fay - 
altogether on the dark fide of them. ff 
all the wayes of the Lord towards: his 
people be mercy and truth, Pſal. 2 5. 10.theahy, 
his rougheſt and moſt uncouth wayes ant 
fo too. If God be wholly love, 1 Job. 4. 2 
then his very corrections ' proceed” 
mot--from. hatred ; If it be his name to * 
begood, and to do good, - Pſal. 119. 68:1; 
233 bave we learnt then to call his af 05 * 
— providences Evils, and to disid 3 
ich is but one, even as God is one 
into eulpæ and pænæ, ſin & affliction Au 
y we ſpeak as men: And if God call thei 
ſoche ſpeaks aftes the manner of men, 
heoſten doth. ' If the governing will 
God be pure, peuſect, and infinit We 
good and righteous, ought we not 108 
converſe: with it in a free: and chearful 
* _ manner yea, and to love it 3 5 
word, pore not upon creature changes 
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4 the ks _ of ogy? 
"Ita are turning up down , we 
not how, nor how oft; but fix 
Fyor ar ſelves upoh that All-ſeeing eye, 
2 hat. 'unbounded | underfianding-, that 
7 ee and infinite goodneſs that 
derives it ſelf thorow the whole uni- 
Ferse, and ſits in all the wheels of mo- 


tion, governing all the ſtrange motions 
: of the creatures in 2 ins 1 and 


s 


I powerful manner, and carrying: them 
his 1 their ſeveral Oibs to phe lin and 
wy ble ſſed end. | 

"T7 Thus imitate the Avgelical life, cven 
a Whilſt you ate in the body; "converſe 


with God in ſelf excellencies, in crea” 
40 ture - excellencies, Ordinances, Provi- 
Jences: And yet labour to be more 
ke him flill, ro abſtract your mind 
4 from all theſe, and all material and 
8 ſenſible things, and to converſe with 
od without the help of any creature, 
8 1 mean in the ſpirit , and 2 ä 
5 Peeling of his ee Goodneſs, 
e energy of grachs and the — 
tions of 2 divine life, in your ſouls, 
ma word, if: you would rlto e 
* whillt Jo are upon Eutbh, 
* M 2 p94 


le a 2 rac. conjundtions”- 
* of your: hearts with God; in 4 ſecre | 
| ſceling of: his ancls Add. a * 
WEE bim; and to Es 
oh God extercifing hi 
grace and power upon all. the faculties , 
of you ſouls, and rendring them like 
unto himſelf ; and all theſe powers of 


the foul fre ſpending themſcelves :. 


upon him frecly.and entirely, as 
thechiefeſt good, which is their p " & 
and full Seeing the Saints i 15 
glory | mall be like unto the Angels c 12 
God in their way of living in and upoꝶ I x 
God alone, receive, I pray, _ Exhore 
tation, which 1 harr ſo large « be of 
cdted,; and labour to x that hie 
lar us you can; upon Earth. Is there 
not reaſon for ſuch an Inference ? Datch 
it not now ee naturally from the Do- 
Frine ? M you think it do not, I will add 
two or three particul us to ſtrengthen 
| N e or at leaf} tb clear it. 
It is highly ecaſonable that we be- 
; ben we expect to be ſor 
| ered Brogan de rote, ag 
”.  which| we hope to liue d all Sennity⸗- 
. Wenn Linſer upon 8 ee 
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4 "The Angelica! Wife. 
the Apoſite, 1 Fob,3-3, He that ah thts 
bope pwrifieth bi 25 S # 
2+ If this be the life of of Angels, then 
it is che higheſt and nobleſi life that any 
created Being is capable of. "As by the 
bread of Angels , and the tongue of Au 
F. gels, the moſt excellent of” and the 
"moſt excellent language, is underſiood 
in Scripture; ſo muſt we underſtand 
this life of Angels. Now it is very ſuit⸗ 
able to the reaſonable ſoul, that immor- 
| tal, noble Being, to aim at the higheſt 
1 and nobleſt life : See Mar. 16. 26. bn 
a |; man give in. exchange for bis ſoul 
. 3: This (hall not only be our life 
in Heaven, but it (elf is ſomet ing of 


sven, a beginning of Heaven. 1 5 
te is not à thing really diflin& from 


3. 

die eternal, Job.17+3- tbis 3s 

; 2 1. John: 5. 13, Ie baue 1 
1 Therefore we read of eternal. life; 


ing in men, and not abiding in th 

N 5 3:15 So alſo Job. 6. — 
or re EY thus livin) in at 
im an God, is as truly orified np. 


* e Bf... 
woo fo Slorioufiy, as by 


its greateſt h ight. Oh low 
and ignoble Ipitits, chat can be ſatisfied 
witha happineſs which ſhall only be in 
the word to come! Certainly it is 


true and 405 ir ſpeech to ſay, thata 
Part | God is an Anticipation | 
of Heaven 3 Fd to be like unto him, is 


to be with him. Wu ſee what reaſon l 
have to make ſuch an loference, and to 
lor ic into ſuch an carncfi Exhorta- 
tion: Ol therefore I beſeech you be- 
ſore God and his holy Angels, to en- 
deavqui to he- like him, and live like 
chem 01%. Say not, H-w can men 
en Exrth live like Angels ! Auſiv. bs 
"But fall on and imitate them, though 
it be ==— baud p bus equis : labour 
10 be & hn 1 Yoo cannot be alto 
ether, bh, 2. We ate bidder tt 

a ive the fe of God, Mat. 5. «lt, Be þ 
Feel We. 80 1 Pet. 1. 15. A ye holy, &s 
IfTiprak figh, how high "Ipoak <>} 
"Texts ?-Obj Say not How can this} 
wen have lived in che bodyd 


Fete > 
2 "Thus Wed "Enoch 22. Thu: 
N al, . F 
Dai 
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ie above other men upon 


Iclves too, higher than you dd: N 


chat keeps the field, by WANG s 
- greateſt ſort of men do periſh- ey 


_ as I aid before, þ.. 


A than every 
& - ten*thouſand times ſwecter in God, than 
tit is in it ſell. Tea ins word, this ib 


Dai chat man after 854 465 
(che g and moſt ae 
that enn be given eee, 
Pſal. 73. 25, there is ue, on Farth 
that I dei beſides ib. 2. 
we vn. in = tody, except we | 
to the body? Tou fre Syjnts : 
= 1 
yet a little more paius takt "the * 
flight, and you. may live. above yo. 


only add 2 Motive or two to this "Wu 
of living upon God. 2 

1. The laſt enemy: to Eu. 
creature love : Thy is the "will 0 


o +4, 
* Ts 
* © 

LE. - 


ingly ; beat down this, and you win x 
the day, and ſhall wear the. G Grown: --þ 
nay the very conguelt of i it is-a Crown 


XA — 31 + 


2. To live upon God in the creauure, 17. ; 
to enjoy the creature in the beſt ſenſe. You 7 
will loſe nothing of the creature by. 
this means, hut i y it more ſully- -; 
creatine is- | 
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gs a much as if they were your 


3. 1 the may never t0 1 any thin 
He ork lives 4 God, 8 


be w * _ at a 
| uy ry. 4 exhauſted. So 
as we enjoy of God in the crea- 


1 2 we do not loſe with it: and that 


we do not ſo enjoy, we deſerve 

- , This then is the ſecure and ho- 
compariſon of. which 
ince 7 a wallowing 
give ws evermore this 


to fred upon it. 
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